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Full commercial product

’WORTH £60
CygnusEd

the fastest Amiga text editor
oL in the world

Works with WB1.3, 1Mb.
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HEWLETT PACKARD
1 GIGABYTE 3.55C51 .
wicRoPoLIS
ABYTE 3.5 5CS1 ..
4 GIGABYTE 355CS1 ...
9 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CS1 . ...
HITACHI
340M8 2.5 IDE

1 GIGABYTE 2.5 IDE
OTHERS

8OMB 2.5 IDE

120M8 2.5 IDE

External IDE hard disk for the AS00
comes complete with an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to 4MB RAM

£99
£259

M-TEC ATS00 BARE
MTEC ATSO0 4208

Stvn 5B o a standard floppy drive
it he X Ore 175

FLOPPY EXPANDER £10

Disk Bxpander can add upto L0 0% to
your hard drive capacity an:

Wit i drives Including SCSI 10E,
Floppies and even the RAM disk. Disk
Expander works on any Amiga with
any Kickstart

DISK EXPANDER £25

floppy drives

e (59 95

FENE
VIDEOMASTER AGA
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGE.

£19.95

256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1M8)
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2M8)
1X 32 SIMM (aMB)

2X 32 SIMM (8MB)

4X 32 SIMM (16MB)

1X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (1M8)
4XBSIMM 32-PIN (4M8)

1X 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000

External PCMCIA 3.5 IDE hard disk

OVERDRIVE BARE ............£99
OVERDRIVE 420MS . £259

270 4 GIGABYTE . £659
4TO8 GIGABYTE .. £899
2704 CARTRIDGE DLSO ... £1:
4708 CARTRIDGE DL120 .. £19.95
WORKBENCH 3.1 A50012000
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000
ROM SHARE DEVICE
o 2,04 ROM CHIP
230MB OPTICAL
1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL .
230MB OPTICAL DISK
1.3 GIGABYTE DISK

SCS1 case suitable for CD-ROM/HD/DAT
and Optical driv

5.25 SCS1 or IDE CASE £79.95
35" SCS1 o IDE CASE £79.95

2P DRIVE 100M8 SCS1 ... £179.95
100MB DISKETTE £15.95

to 520MB onto a ahr VHS tape.
Veision s ha haivbeckun modestor
iga's with a 68020 or higher CPU.

amiga 4000

new

VIDEO BACKUP.
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3

award winning amiga peripheral manufacturers




gvp products [ enulation |

Mac and PC emulators for the Amiga,
EMPLANT MAC BASIC ... .£239.95
EMPLANT MAC OPTION A . .£279.95
EMPLANT MAC OPTION & . .£279.95

EMPLANT MAC DELUXE .. .£399.95

ES86 DX MODULE . . £89.95

188020 EC processor accelerator card for  Increase your Amiga 5002000 chip RAM to A 2MB RAM board for the AS00 which fts
the A500 and AS00+, with an option to it 2 total of 2MB. MegaChip does this by  in the trap door slot.

8 68881 or 68882 co-processor (PLCC o using its own 2MB RAM and also now

PGA) This cad co 1t upto AW FAST  incas 3 2 Fat Aghus. o solderng 2510 28 FAM 299
RAMand s fuly auto-configuring, required. MEMORY CARDS

HOTCOMPATILE WITH GVP HARD DRVE MEGACHIP RAM £159.95 512K RAM WITH CLOCK ... .£24.95

512K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK £19.95

AS00 68020 £C OMB RAM . . .£99.95 A600 18 RAM £39.95

AS00 68020 EC 4MB RAM . £239.95  VGA ADAPTOR £15  A500+ 1MB RAM £29.95

ACEEX V32 815 1494 vor o7 amovio€ 139

XUINK 10t 34 20857 wrrr0veo £229.95 Bhone arders

TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE .. .£49
AL MOOEHSINCLUDE SOFTWARE AND CARLES

G
MICROVITEC 1438 14 £289
EFSONSTYLUS INC.PAPER ... £489
EPSONSTYLUS PRO XL A3+ . .£1499 i SYSTEM OWNED,
BSONSTYLUSIPRO XL INCLUDE STUDIO 1| SOFTWARE SEEm DESCRIPTION ..
STUDIO 11 SOFTWARE £49.95 o
nsil-ordar prices

5 G 5
PICASSO Il 2MB RAM £249.95 iy TOTAL AMOUNT (inc. delivery) £
oo
PICASSO Il 2MB RAM £399.95 CREDIT CARD NO. . . . v
o e £320.95 i EXPIRY DATE - SIGNATURE b
e Gaoncs v, s 9
ViDE0 DAC £25 DELIVERY 23 DAYS £2.50  NEXT DAY £5  SAT £1
8 s Sorron
MAXIGEN 3 £299.95
worosomoce

for product information sheets please call.

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET min
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW -
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Amiga Computing brings you another complete
commercial product. This time it's the Amiga's ultimate
text editor, complete with a full on-line manual — worth £60

PLUS Mand2000 demo; IFFMaster; Text Read

Graphics Grandslam!

A stunning collection of the best graphics utilities for your
Amiga. Simple point and click installation for some of the best
PD and Shareware ever...

ATE; TiffView; TapAVI; Fli

PicBoot; Clouds; BMP Datatype;

Font Datatype
H[Eu I_ H H 5 Paul Austin fires up
the nest step in
[omment 8 Pueur Sewon P fimiza euslution.
See page 38
News 14
Dists Deeen 2 EUhS[ﬂﬂtlﬂﬂS

Dontsete for haf measuros! Invest a fow pounds and getthe ot

[5P sz ACAS 59

[Faming pose and hard hiting dpinions n the lfters page Hardware, softwars, problems, solutons. The ACAS column

AMIGA

Bl B el D GUIDE

Paul

e [ Amiga tedical 113]
‘The do's and don'ts for videographers who enjoy the third dimension ?
Music ‘Ecological disk labels and the

D s b ot ity i o $ Turn to page 62..

Am ..for details of Amiga

Phil smn ‘explains how to add a designer touch to an arcade classic ? (omputing's substription
In a new tutorial Steve White 1
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Our unique and highy rated extemal Clock
Cartridge wil enable your Amiga to coninually
Stoe the correc time and date n ts own battery
backed memory.

‘Simply plugs anto the back of the Amiga and
does not invaldate the vert

Compattie with ALL Amiga

00 rapdoor fiting memory expansions |
feaure a oty bcked cosk o 0 sck
et foran accelerator

NEA! DoUBLES THE
PEED OF THE A1200

AGOO MEMORY EXPANSIONS
2mb £114.99 | 35 WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99
4mb £174.99

1MB WITH CLOCK £39.99
or s sinplypush oot ideof e A500 Smb $204.98

or 4500+ and il gve your compute all e benefts tat

Fulinstrctions and ot

a0 s the fcity 10 2042, 4, 6 o
A500 120mb HARD DRIVE £189.99

: Top o th rnge 30 WATT A ampiied
A500 425mb HARD DRIVE £229.99 \, speakers offer tremendous volume and
Adationst RAM for the hard drive £89.93 per 2mb \ soundeinton,Fstres ot
Simpy puginto th tvo
ha rorof e Amiga o
phone socket onyour
At Virus Prfessional s the most powerfltool
for detectng and removing viruses. At Virus po
‘il check and device hard dives, foppy isks
and even CO ROM drvesfor viuses. Very
suaghtforward o use,incudes a ul 50 page
manual

Supt St WP aualty
easrs i sepert 6055
et contols
ANTIVI o =
/ PROFESSIONAL £39.99 AIWA SPEAKERS £59.99
s £2.50 for postage and packig SOWATT SPEAKERS £49.99

es the Discology Disk, manual and Discoogy carticge

for making copies of heavly protected programs with
an extema dis dive, Discology il also format

disks, check disks for eros elc.

imb £39.99
7200 s sutale ko
acceleatos,

iy

8mb £239.99
33mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £49.99

40mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £69.99
50mhz 68882 FPU (PGA) £79.99

420mb £214.99
High speed 35 Quau S
| Seome 2w
vy tsown | 850mb £284.0
v s rEANAL veRs
EovcT £8458

HIGH SPEED
QUANTUM DRIVES

Exteral cases with n bt power

hard drves and CD ROM dives.

3.5 HARD DRIVE CASE £54.99
CD ROM DRIVE CASE 59.9



Our high speed 2.5' IDE s
wmm I oo movers o

o o
di £19.99 h 3 No 1

Which ncaes  cabl o comnect e moder o the Amiga, partion . g

NCOMM comms sofware, ATiga Gude tCamms and &

listof Bulletn Bords fom which you wilbe 3k o FOR MAIL ORDER

Yrpite
s o, o v No.1
" 03

SPEEDCOM+B
(14,400 V32bis) £94.99

(28.800 va4) £174.99 el FREEPHONE
0500 340548

(credit/switch card sales only)

tel: 0161 796 5279

for enquiries or
fax: 0161 796 3208
Top ofthe range exteral CD ROM e
Sutabe foruse ithany SCS! itertace. |
Ideal withthe Daafer SCSi+
AIWA ACD-300
ONLY £167.49 OR SIREN
SAVE £10.00 .
WHEN PURCHASED SOFTWARE,
WITH A DATAFLYER SCSI+ Your AL 178 BURY NEW RD
3
A s WHITEFIELD,
| Superd high auaity,ow cost Chinon
| s 53 co oo B MANCHESTER
APOLLO 1220 oF,
CHINON EXTERNAL ONLY £99.99 ENGLAND

CD ROM DRIVE £124.99 APOLLO 1220 Access, Visa, Switch, Delts,
or COMPLETE WITH SQUIRREL RICE! +1mb £139.99 Connect etc accepted
FOR ONLY £159.99 APOLLO 1220
+4mb £229.99
Ao e s pss el 0510 sy s e Monday to Friday Sam o 6pm
ROM e n  top ualty enc 1 ol ol Saturday momings 9am to 12pm
QUAD SPEED ‘complete with MMU, 2 SIMM snckexs

\ (72 PIN SIMMS), socket for a floating
€D ROM DRIVE £239.99 OR o

SAVE £10.00 ‘Runs atjust under 9.5 MIPS (it Please phone first to
WHEN PURCHASED WITH Y \_ion instuctons per second) check availability
A SCSI INTERFACE - of any item.
APOLLO 1232/50 £199.99
4mb SIMM £129.99
So S a2 % From the M62 Junction 17

| The Dataflyer is a 16 bit SCS! I controller card that converts the signals on ki incead foaiionane By
¢ \RRmeITITETIIII We are 50 yarcs on
| BErane the right hand side after
The DeaferSCSis wil oerse pto 5 SCSI devces such as COROMS, the third set of lights.
| hard aves, yQuest 5, 1398 D30 Up dives . The door to our premises
IE @ | e e S s, v Daer S5t i o v is next to the
ﬂ accelerators etc and It does ot stop you from utising any of the .
e florists opposite
DATAFLYER SCSi+ ONLY £69.99 the Masons Pub.
SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE

ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99
PCMCIA fitting SCS! inte



drop in quality of these games. And the orig-
inality. IU's as if developers seem o think
Amiga owners are just so desperate for
‘games that they will gratefuly lap up any old
rubbish that is chucked in their direction.
Graphics seem to have taken a step back in
terms of quality, and it litle wonder that the
average Amiga gamesplayer is left looking
envious at some of the high-tech realism
offered by the PC. Titles ke Ruffian, Akira
and Angst all ook fike games from the early
'80s and do nothing but harm the image of
the Amiga.

Graphics aren't the only factor on trial
here efther — originalty seems to have been
swept to one side as wel. Football manage-
ment games are chumed out by the dozen,
and okay, the good ones do sell well, but
they really are becoming a very tested, unin-
R spired old formula that has et the industry

looking weary. Other genres need serious
revamping 100, Dull platiormers, dull racing
games and dull beat-‘em-ups are all cate-
gories covered countless times, many with
fitle or no imagination.

Looking at the back catalogue of Amiga
games, you realise just how bad things have
got. A few years, even months ago, the
Amiga owner could choose from Triple A

| products like Flashback, Cannon Fodder or
Theme Park. But now its a different story
and bar maybe four or five, there aren' too
many titles on the release schedule that wil
excite your average gamesplayer.

's not just a problem isolated to the
Amiga though. PC games are falling into the
dangerous trap of formulaic ‘interactive
movies' and while their graphics do astound,

all this? Surely developers can't have just
run out of ideas? If so why — there's a great
big world out there. Get up from your
‘computers, go and explore, be inspired.
Anyway, its not the PC we should be con-
cemed with here. It the state of the Amiga
market. Developers we could once rely on

me...

Tina Hackett tatkies a
look at the state of the
games markset and asks,

where has all the
originality gone?

for orginal games have taken ther talents s, we want our own, orginal, qual
elsewhere. Names such as LucasArts,  gam
Delphine and Bullirog are sadly lacking from  will make the PC owner jealous of o o
our shelves. Others like Sensible Software  change.
So Il leave you with these final thoug
have 1o take responsibility for making sure
there are good, quality developers out there are going o be good, original devel
working on original titles that the Amiga  out there that will produce high qualty P

ner deserves. ucts. The other is for the s

And take the Doom clone phenomenon,  nies themselves who must avoid tis
for example. This is a good ilustration of the
nervous bandwagon-jumping that is also
going on in the industry at the moment. If's
as though the software companies don't
have the guts to come up with their own
products — they see a trend and follow it
What they should be trying to o is thinking
of something of their own, rather than this
atttude of trying to outdo each other. Why
should Amiga owners want to go and buy a
game that is trying t0 be a copy of one on the
PC anyway. We don't want second rate PC

them the opportunity. Don't b
standard products, wait unti there are so
worthwhile ttles there that really dod
your time and money.
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Discover ‘* s
DISCOLOGY ==

FOR AMIGA
2 - IN MANCHESTER
Europe’s No.1 Disk Duplication System
Discology is the optimum pack-
age for beginners & experts
alike who wish to create back-up

Included is the Discology disk, Discology Cartridge and a 36 page
copis of original loppy disks 0 WRTPRTick - R b
speedily and

Fesues ot beckp l;mde for heavlly protected disk (Reaquies the
sk drve)

(credit/switch card sales only)
use of an external

tel: 0161 796 5279
Two Nible modes fo coping with protected IBM and Ataridisks
Sy Scan checks for nknown protection systems.
Recogriton oflong and short tracks

Modem users can backup disks via a mode to another Aniga
anyuhee in the word

for enquiries or
fax: 0161 796 3208

Filly multtasking, copies with high densty disk ete
Full update service is avalabe for registered users

Discology comprises all the
functions that are
demanded from a

£39.99
top quality back-up

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
Connect étc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to Gpm
‘Saturday momings 9am to 12pm

Please phone first to
Virus search on any deice (Hard dis, loppy isk CDROM etc) /4 check availability
Quick recingoffink and file viruses efc.

of any item.
Block Test to search for viruses at the block level of a device

Automated unpacking of compressed programs for vius checking

Recogrition of Bootblock Viruses with analysis From the M62 junction 17
Safeguards hard dives Rl Disk Blocks head towards Bury.
Includes a comprehensive 50 page printed manual ri\té?“a; ’5‘: Sylgr:m m
Full update senice 10 egistered users kel

The door to our premises.

£39.99 is next to the

florists opposite

the Masons Pub.
Te for a 7itzz
"mm.. sheet

Includes many more features. NOW




Amiga

ast minute news from Amiga Technol-

ogies revealed that the software to be
bundled with the A1200 and 4000T will include
the newest versions of some of the most
acclaimed productivity packages available for
the Amiga.
As reported in our press conference feature in
this issue, there will be a standard A1200 pack-
age costing £399 and a A1200 plus hard drive
package costing £499. Up 10 now, however, the
contents of the software pack that wil be bundied
with the Amigas has been a mystery.

‘The standard pack will come with three applica-
tions from Digita: Wordworth 4SE, a brand new
version of the award-winning wordprocessor,
Datastore v.1.1. ( a database) and Organiser
V1.1, their recently released computerised filofax.

It will also include Turbocalc v3.5, an as yet
unreleased version of Schiziruhe's spreadsheet
program. On the artistic side, an updated version
of Cloanto's highly regarded Personal Paint soft-
ware — version 6.4 — will be accompanied by
another Amiga showcase program, Photogenics
1.1 from Almathera. Despite the productivty focus

Amigas in America

While Amiga Technologies’ plans for
th

company’s US division.
It was made clear at the Heathrow

although a smaller allocation of 12005
has been made.

The general manager of Amiga
Technologies, Petro Tyschtschenko,

We hope to bring our US readers fuller
details as they are revealed.

By Gareth Lofthouse wes

bundle reuealed

of the package, games players are also catered
for with the inclusion of Pinball Mania, a new title
by 215t Century, and Whizz from Microvalue Flair

The HD package will include the same bundie
of software plus Scala MM300, the leading mult
media authoring package. The same bundie is
currently set to ship with the 4000T as well
although here's & posiity that Sclas MM30D
will be replaced by the upgrade, M!

Amiga Technologies clearly hope a slmng bun-
die will put pay to complaints about the Amiga’s
pricing. Jonathan Anderson, MD of Amiga
Technologies UK, claimed that the standard
A1200 pack's software had a combined average
street value of £47, while adding Scala for the
HD version could save buyers as much as £677.

Anderson also said he was particularly pleased
by their success in securing such up-to-date ver-
sions of each software product. He commented:

Jishers do not intend to launch until next year.
The only possible bad news is for American
users, since this bundle is only confirmed for

European distribution. Whether Amigas sold in
America will be standalone or have a different
software package is stil under discussion

nnouncement is also imminent on the ide:
ity of the two trade suppliers o be used by Amiga
Technologies. According to CTW, the trade news=
paper, Amiga Technologies have already appoint
a stalwarts SOL,
and they are on the verge

of signing Leisuresoft

up as their other

partner.

On Wednesday 16 August, Amiga Technologies held a press conference (o o
announce the relaunch of the Amiga ine o compuers i the UK. The day afterit
followed by a meting with developers in which the company's UK strategy was

fined. The main news was the annou

incement of an A1200 Dndo including a 1700

hard drive priced at £499. For full details read the In The Hot Seat article

this is

desktop unit.

sue.
It was also confirmed that the 4000T will niially be without a high densit floppy

e reason given for this was the difficuty
bankruptcy of the company involved in the production of the drives for the 40

n obtaining components following

fimiga exhibitionist

Following our focus on animators in last
month's issue, the Amiga is ‘due to
receive another dose of creative talent
following the announcement of an exhibi-
tion of work by artist Paul Hamilton on

4-28 October.

Named Artificial Eyes, the event will
feature dye sublimation prints of the
artist's recent Amiga artwork. His pictures
were created using Photogenics, Real 3D

and DPaint 4. “The

SRR

name of the

he artiicial eyes ~ kind of photos that




Power to accelerate

Power computing have joined the competiion offering Amiga users more speed with the announcement of a
new line of acoslerators. Though the new Falcon range was developed by Macro Systems, Power Compuing
have bought exclusive distribution rights for everywhere, apart
ped for use with the A1200, the first Faicon accelerator wil feature an 040 processor — roughly 14
fimes faster, the same speed as an A4000 — and a single SIMM socket allowing for FastRAM expansion. It will
a 3interface all g

from Benelux and Germany.

As well as presenting its strategy for the Amiga’s
telaunch at the Heathrow press conference, Amiga
Technologies also unveiled the new virtual reality
Iglasses for the first time in the UK

As reported last month, the Virtual I-glasses are
made in America by Virtual -0, but Escom have exclu-
sive distribution rights for the product in Europe.
Newly revealed, however, was the fact that there will

Version including a head-tracker for use with 3D
games willcost £899.

m stated that the range of applications for the
headsels is aimost uniimited. At the press conference
it was claimed that the makers are already in discus.
Sions with film moguls like Steven Spielberg, and they
have shown great interest in the technology's
potenial.

‘There are also plans o develop a version of the

‘away al their teeth. Apparently they are already being
used in the US for this purpose.

“0ur product gives patients an out-of-mouth experi-
8108 by taking the focus away from what the dentist is
oing,” said Virtual i-0 President Linden Rhoads.
“They enable people to watch movies, educational
programming and even play video games while they
have their teeth worked on

The AT panel went on 1o reveal that the lightweight
headsets made them ideal for the private viewing of
Biolic movies, but whether this capability will be com.
Bined wih the dentist's version is currently unclear.

peeds , and the package will include a fan to ool the

An 060 version is set to follow which will give the A1200 a bistering performance, but prices on either option
& yet o be announced. For more details phone Power Computing on 01234 273000,

The video version of the glasses will connect to the
Amiga’s composite output port. As yet, the head-
tracker version has no software support on the
Amiga, however.

Asked if they planned to sell the product in the UK,
major retailers Silica replied that they had not made
any decision on the matter. MD John Arundel would
ot discount the possibility, however. “If its a product
that supports the Amiga then we will certainly be
interested in taking it” he commented.

Were,” Paul explained. “Also on a literal
level, | seem to have an obsession
with painting over people’s eyes when

Hamilton’s

the

working with photos

commissioned for commercial
purposes by companies like
Quarto Publishing and Plum
Productions Ltd.
Anyone with an interest can
to the exhibition at the
Reflections Gallery,
Exeter &

Paul
work has been

Arts
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llows briefs}

For football
fanatits

Football Statistician Professional
may sound like another team man-
‘agement game, but it's actually the
ultimate football application for use
by the home enthusiast and
professional club, according to its
makers.

Available for the Amiga at £19.95
the League Monitor software will
store league results, analyse them in
tables and graphs, and follow your
favourite team's performance.

The program might just win you a
fortune as well, thanks to its ability to
make pools predictions on the basis
of teams true form. Call OTM
Publications on 01827 312302

Imagine all the
ohjects

‘The Imagine user group is running a
special offer for readers of Amiga
Computing. The price of member.
ship has been reduced from £8 to £5
until 2 January 1996, and the first
100 readers 1o join quoting Amiga
Computing will get a free disk
containing brush maps, objects
and other material for use with
the Imagine rendering package.
Members can benefit from a wide
range of services, according to
group founder Spencer Jarvis,
including an object and attribute
finding service, quarterly newslet.
ters, and unlimited technical support
The group has a library of 2000
objects, 60Mbs of text, 1000 attribut-
and hundreds of brush maps
available to members.
For more information contact
cer Jarvis on 01375
670036/0585 102633

Apologies to Active

Active software are owed an apology
for an error made in the review of
their Zoom CD. The telephone num-
ber that should have been given was
01325 352260.

Active also report that further
enhancements are being made to
the time of going to press
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Aimigas meet
the public

On 26 August o 3 September, Amiga
Technologies presented the Amiga to
the public for the first time since
Commodore's demise 18 months ago at
the IFA fair in Berlin. The company
bought space in which to pre:

ly in di-
ferent configurations running various
ications.

The event is seen as important by

high enough profile. Petro Tyscht-
schenko previously announced at a
press conference in August that there
were no plans o advertise the Amiga
uniil 1996.

AMIGA

limited for Amiga owners.

AMITCP first

flew web navigator

Like Netscape, it will come with a powerful point and click tool
bar, but the interface wil have the added advantage of being fully
configurable which will allow users to customise the package to
suit their needs. It will also start up without the need to launch

Perhaps the best news of all is that the program is likely to be
released as shareware. We hope to feature the program in
Amiga Computing's December issue, but in the mean time read-
ers can get further information at the following web site:
http:/Awww.omnipresence.com/ibrowse/

Amiga web users who are tired of hearing about the wonders of
the Netscape Internet software will be pieased by the announce-
ment of & more powerful browser designed solely for the Amiga.
Designed by the makers of AMosaic, not only does it promise to
improve vastly on its predecessor, but it also offers features
unavailable on the much vaunted PG/ Mac rival.

rowser is the software that makes navigating the Internet a
graphically appealing and user-friendly experience, but up to
now Amiga users have had to use the relatively siow AMosaic.
Named [Browse, the new Amiga software is claimed to be up o
30 times faster according to the latest reports from s develop-
. It will also be packed with advanced features, including the

abilty to use multiple windows to a greater extent than AMosaic. It will support HTML 1-3 and Netscape
commands which will allow for a full viewing of sites previously s

Knight raises standard

White Knight Technologies is continuing to
give high-end Amiga users strong support,
with announcements this month of new
products and services. Recently appointed
s Macrosystem’s official UK distributor,
they wil be seling the Draco digital video
system featured as this issue’s main story.

In the future, they will also be distribut-
ing & new 32-bit version of VLAB motion,
the acclaimed Amiga editing card for
video. WKT claim it will offer far greater
video data transfer rates, lower Jpeg com-
pression ratios and generally far superior
picture qualiy than can be achieved on the
current Amiga version.

White knight now have a demonstration
stite at their offices in Hertfordshire which
will allow customers to test out a non-inear
video editing system incorporating not only
VLAB motion but also the Toccata sound
card and the Retina graphics board
‘Customers who wish 1o test these products
are invited to telephone for
appointment

They are also offering a new product for
serious LightWave users. Named T-Net, it
will allow users to distribute the task of ren-
dering a number of frames from many
scenes on LightWave over a net-

work of Amigas. Made by Interworks
USA, it is designed for use with the
maker's ethernet software ELAN-DFS 2
and multiple copies of NewTek's
acclaimed rendering package.

Using T-Net, all the machines will
share the same scene files, objects and
image data, and each machine on the
network renders its frames to a shared
common location. A single Amiga
equipped with either the Broadcast Elte,
a PAR card, or VLAB motion can then be
used to output the rendered sequences
10 video tape.

According to WKT, the software's pow-
erul features will allow users to efficiently
manage and delegate the distribution of
frames across the network. It wil be pos-
sible to monitor the progress and status
of each system on the user's ‘render
farm' at a glance using a graphic repre-
sentation of each node showing its
current rendering status.

The price is set for £299 for a T-Net
with a 5 user license. For further details
o to arrange to see a demonstration, call
‘White Knight on 01920 822321

The allnew 3
bit Viab Mot

2
ion,

Amiga Compu;
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New world order

Another company reassertng its support for the Amiga market 8
Bittersoft, with the announcement of a number of products 10
released in the near future.

Fans of virtual world designers will be pleased to hear

out motion paths, adjust colours, and modify ecosystems.
price is set for £119.95.

Biittersoft are also releasing ATAP!.device for £69.95, a pra
uet that allows users to attach the exiremely cheap ATAR
GD-ROM drives to their A4000s and A4000Ts IDE controler

With new Picasso Il graphic board bundies available
prices ranging from just under £300 upwards, plus the fact
they're making AMITGP avalable directly in the UK, Bl
are bringing some much needed activityto the Amiga market.
more details call them on 01808 261466,

Dr Andrew Basden, inventor
INCA Expert System featured in c
September issue, is starting a new ir
tiative to send Amigas to Uganda
educational purposes.

According to Dr Basden , the Amig
is the best machine for the job becau:
it can just be plugged into a TV witho
requiring a monitor. He is hoping
people with unwanted Amigas o eve
components will send them in fo
appeal. Those with the remnants of

Cheshire, WAS 7ND.
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BRUCE WILLIS SAYS....

“Me and my wife Demi Moore buy Amiga Action
every month. With its witty reviews, insightful previews
and smashing features, it really brightens up our evening after a
hard day filming Die Hard or Disclosure or something like that. St.
Elmo’s Fire maybe, or North... Our children like it too. Rumer, Scout
and Talulah-wotserface ogle for hours at the brightly coloured
screenshots on the packed pages, and cry when my wife (I'm
married to Demi Moore you know, did | tell you?) and |
prise it from their grasp. We think Amiga Action
is the tops, and you will too. Yes.”

Mm On sale September 28. And every
month. Twice in December, we think




The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technologies, /¢
abrand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 with a
stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And, to
make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic Pack

from Siica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE
Chaos software pack - see below.

MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:

* Amiga 1200 Computer - 2m RAM
© 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in
© Wordsworth v4s - word processor
© Digita Datastore v1.1 - patabase
© Digita Organiser v1.1 - personal Organiser
® Turbo Calc v3.6 - spreadshoet
® Personal Paint v6.4
Paint Package
® Photogenics v1.2se -
o — - ' A1200 SPECIFICATIONS
® Whizz-so prattorm Game ——n o 32-8it 68020EC Processor

® Pinball Mania - pinvai arcade Game . i) [0 ik G
o 96 Key Keyt'rd Wi Number Control Pag
® PCMCIA Smart Card Slot

SEE_OVERLEAF

AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE

4

Inc VAT - AMC 3199

AMIGA 4000

TOWER SYSTEM e 68040/60 25/50mn Processor
® 6up RAM - 2o Chip, 4wn Fast ;y,fgk SNGiNe
© Workbench v3.1 oy ThiAGES
» Advanced Graphics Architecture Wars Coeuei ooz
‘A’ Chip Set - 16.7 Million wm‘,\ﬁ" PAGK,
Colours on Screen NG Pack
® 1.2a; SCSI Hard Drive
@ 1.7ws Floppy Drive
® 2 x 3.5 Drive Bays
© FREE Chaos Pack
from Silica

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE:

0181-309 1111 .
| e ot e,

23 STORES NATIONWIDE




!QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE '
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Ertracting
(ouerDisks files

 you have already booted this
Imonth's CoverDisks, you may
have nolosd  sight charge 1o
normal. We are now using Commodore!
installe utity to try and make ik

you.
o extract any single archive, simply.
double-click its icon and follow the on-
screen instructions. If you want to
extract the program to RAM, select the
'NOVICE level on the welcome screen and

‘can now be found in your RAM disk.

You also have the option of using
floppy disk. If you pick this option make
sure you have a blank formatted disk at
the ready, and if you only have one disk
get ready for lots of disk swapping and a
fong wat

Ed'able

NOVEMBER 1995

(ygnuskd

Aithor: Cigniasictiusrs
Workbench:

A good text editor is essential for every
Amiga owner. From just being able to
alter your user-startup to writing your e-
mails, you cannot get away from the
need for this essential utiity. Let’s face
it, the standard Ed that comes with
Workbench is pretty feeble in both the
power and looks department, with
‘Commodore doing a typical good job of
ignoring al its own style guides.

CygnusEd purports 1o be the fastest
text editor available for the Amiga, and
probably any computer. Once you have
ried it | am sure you will agree that
whether you are writing a ten line e-
mail or need to view a 10,000 line man-
ual, CygnusEd will et you happily jump
1o any point in the tex, read, write and
modify the file in a blink of an eye.
Even your basic A600 will handle Kio-
bytes of text Without breaking into a
sweat

1 am sure most of you are quite profi-
cient with using a keyboard and the
language of your choice, and with
these basic skills you should find
CygnusEd a doodle to use and should

be able to produce reams of text in noJ
time at all

As CygnusEd has evolved over the

w much memory you want it to b
able 1o use.

Most editors at the most only allo
you to undo/redo the last action or I
worth of text. Well there's none of t
pussy footing about for CygnusEd:
you have a big enough undo buffer yo
could delete every line from a text,
then simply by pressing right Amigal
you can watch as the entire text
cally reappears line by line in front@
your very eyes.

ADJUSTMENTS

The Environment menu in Cyun

aspect of the editor — from the typie
options of screen size, font type
word wrap to the more unusual o
such as letting you adjust the sore
scroll borders and the exact
positioning.

Another unusual feature is the

than having to resettle with mull
windows.

For all you people out the
Workbench 2 o above you are going
be able to take advantage
CygnusEd's comprehensive ARex«

text editor? Well for starters,




fimiga (omputing brings you another full commercial product -
lygnustd, the fastest tent editor you can buy. Also included
is the best selection of this month’s Aminet downloads

(programmers out there will be able to
g6t CygnusEd to automatically save and
ompile the current program they are
working on, all from the comfort of
©ygnusEd. If you wanted, you could get
itto save off different versions each
ime you compile.

Possibly of more interest to Joe
Bloggs is the fact that CygnusEd has a
versatile macro function which lets you
focord a number of different keystrokes
‘and menu functions which can then be
fepeated over and over again. What is
ihe point in that? Well, | will tell you. If
you have a long st that needs reformat-
fing, why should you have to do the
same thing for every line? All you have
10.do is record a macro, showing what

Mand2000

Aushor: Cygnus Software
h

Mand2000 has 10 be the best fractal St
program available for the Amiga computer. It pro-
I - e’ v whartacn comed wih &
stpiyingly fast screen update.

Exploring a fractal in Mand2000 is simply a
matter of double-ciicking where you want to go
and you will instantly zom into the area you
chose. If you want to decrease the zoom Gl
Just press the D Key, and you zoom straight o
Aiso, if you want to move 1o a slightly et
Ristin, sy ik on e Mancabot and i
thearea to where you want

Ono of the impresiv parts ofMancZ000 i the
window approach t takes. You can lierally have
dozens of separate fractal windows open il
showing different parts of the Mandelbrot set ~

only the Mandelbrots as t will also allow you to
explore the Julia set.

If you own an AGA machine, Mand2000 lets
Jou access a bewildering number of screen
modes, supporting Hame and Hams screens

you want to be repeated for each line.
Once that is done you can then get
CygnusEd to do all the hard work by it
repeating the macro for each and every
fine.

TOTAL SUPPORT

Included with the CygnusEd package
are a number of support programs —
Ed, MacEd and RecoverCED files. Ed
is a small program that can be used to
launch the main CygnusEd executable.
You do not have to use this to run
CED, but if you use it there are a num.
ber of advantages. Firsly, it allows you
10 run CygnusEd in a dormant state,
meaning the main CED window will not
appear. Then, when you want to use

COVERDISKS

Faulty [ouerDiskss

It you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk aamaged or

faulty, please return

TIB Plc, TIB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks BD4
7BH,

Please allow 28 days for delivery

CED it will appear straight away. Using
Ed, it is also possible to load a file
directly into a copy CED that s already
up and running,

lacEd has nothing what so ever to
do with Macs, you will be glad to know.
It lets you create and modify
CygnusEd’s macros away from the main
program.

Finally, RecoverCED files is a handy
little program which, if your machine
crashes while you are working on a doc
ument, will try its best to recover those
files. It is not guaranteed 100 per cent,
but any chance of getting lost files back
is better than none at all

If you are having problems with any
of CygnusEd’s functions then there is
an extremely comprehensive Amiga
Guide document detailing every aspect
of CygnusEd. Other than that, the best
way of finding out about CygnusEd's
functions is just 1o try out all of those
lovely menu items. >

resolutions all the way up to 1280x512 — allowing
every window you open to have its own separate
palette.

“The real problem with trying to explore fractals
is that the deeper you go into them, the longer it
takes o produce each screen. Mand2000 give
You a number of options to allow you to preview or
Speed up the screen drawing process. Firsty, you
an change the number o erations the computer
will perform ~ decreasing the number of terations

increases the screen speed, but reduces defall

The other option you can use s the number of
passes Mand2000 will make 1o draw the screen.
“The effect s that on the first pass the picture is
highly pixelated, with each successive pass adding
more detail o the screen. If you only want a rough
idea of what you re looking at this is an excelient
feature because you can interrupt the
drawing process and keep on moving around the
ractal,

NOVEMBER 005
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PicBoot

Author: Magnus Holmgren
Workbench: 2.04

one must have seen the
Windoze startup picture, with the little
blocks all evaporating away. It may

‘while you wat for Workbench 1o load.
modore may not have seen a
ressonfor kg sonerior bt
picture, but from all the smal utiites
£ 1 number of boot picures thet
Pop up on the Aminet, most of us seem
to want one. A boot picture that is.
icBoot was one of the earliest boot
picture utilties | can remember. This
latest version provides you with load of
options. For starters, t can hande both
GIF and IFF files, and the routine that
unpacks the is extremely fast 50 the
time it takes 1o boot up your computer
s ot changed 20 much
e the xpk compression
Ilbmnes Picsoot will aven handis FF
that have been compressed. It is also
possible 1o fade in and out your chosen
picture, which looks quite flash, and will
even fade in Workbench if you so wish.
AGA owners will also have the benefit
of a silky smooth 24-bit fade
All you people with  collection of dif-
ferent possible boot pictures will be
pleased to know that PicBoot can use a
script file to randomly choose one of
the pictures. So you will never get
bored with the same picture being
flicked up every time you boot your
machine

(louds

Author: Krzysztof Kobus

Workbench: 2.0
To quote the author: “Clouds is the first program
on the Amiga platform giving you visual model-
ling and realistic animation of the turbulent
motion of clouds. It is based on spectral synthe-
sis method. The method employs a variety of
intuitive parameters describing natural properties.
of clouds phenomena, as cloudiness, contrast,
wind direction, strength of wind, and turbulent
changes.

Such a wide range of controls allows a cre-
ative animator to generate all kinds of clouds,
gases, mists and so forth. Resulting images can
then be used as backgrounds, textures in 3-D
programs, or alpha channel information - to

Basically, Clouds will produce beautifully anim-
ated clouds that will roll across your screen wit

such majesty, you will be instantly relaxed. Well,
feel better already.

mention just a few possibilities.

Blimey, sounds pretty impressive does it not?

NOVEMBER 1995
Solh bt S R

Animate clouds with Clouds

Tent Read

Author: Martin Blom
Workbench: 2,04

Slagging off the standard Commodore uiiies is ahways a favourite hobby of mine and
has 10 be said that ‘more’ s pretty dire. What you need is a decent text reader. Wel lo
‘and behold, it looks like Martin Blom had the same idea.

Text Read is a powerful and wil
and power packe flon. Some o he ice feairee of Text Read a1 e Soach «aomy,
jump to inelpercentage, and a handy scrol bar 1 let you quickly scan through any docr
ment. Itis also e 10 spociy wha fon and screen mode you want, and prt and
save of the current document.

Author: Holger Papajewski
Workbench: 3.0
Magic User Interface

This could be just the thing for
anyone with a large catalogue of
pictures o their hard drive, or
any of the picture CDs that a
floating around the PD house at
the moment.

Pic View allows you 1o produce
a catalogue of all your pictures. It
s very simple to operate as you
use the file requester to select
which pictures you wish to cata-
ogue, and go. For each picture a thumb nail grey-scale representation is produced,
Once the catalogue s made, you scroll through lhe e of reges S
on an images to display that p picture, of ju
picture - such as s 5ze, name and whero s I you Tass large collecton, it uw
making

This powertul picture
you quickly access ail your col

cataloguer willlet
lection

Pic View uses datatypes to .mpon e various pictures, so whatever pi

datatypes you have, pic view wil handle. Currently, that could include IFF, PCX, BMPy
Jpeg, Targa, Mac Paint, Tiff, PNG and even Klondke card ses. |




ATE

Author: Gordon Fecyk
Workoench: 2.04

Type Engine allows you to use the

raphic fots.
need 10 do to use ATE s copy

y postscript fonts you have into the
it drawer and Voila, next time you

of your art or wriing packages, or
for Workbench.
only font provided with ATE is

ion of fonts at your disposal.

BMP Datatype

Author: Gunther Niki
Workbench: 3.0

ther BMP datatype, but you proba-

gihthe 1BM and OS/2 version of BMP.

Font Datatype

Author: Michael Letowski
Workbench: 3.0

We are a friendly bunch down here at
Computing we talk to each other,
g as we mentioned the Font

IFF Master

Auor; Kay Drangmelser
Magic User Interface

you ever wondered what

in the deepest, darkest

depth of your IFF files?

i m,namy not. This is a fairly

y little program that lets you

ke about with the insides of IFF

FF files are split up into
unks, each chunk containing
nt information about the file.

you

For

tie used by an ILBM

aquickly access

Tiff Uiew

Author: Bert Wynants
Workbench: 2.04

If you remember, last month we had a Tiff datatype
on the CoverDisk. Well from the same author we now
have Tiffview. The tite of the program is  litle mis-
leading because as well as being able 10 view Tiff
files, there are & whole host of options and functions
available for you.

For starters, Tiffview directly supports IFF, Tiff,
Jpeg, GIF and MacPaint picture formats, as well as
any datatypes you may have. You then have a whole
choice of display options. Firstly, you can choose
what screen mode you want the picture to be dis-
played i — obviusly AGA and gaphic card owners
have a nice advantage her

Voo cin hen choosa rom fve ditheing methods
which improve the visual quallty, along with how
many colours the image should be dithered to. This is
helpful if you do not have a 256 colour display
because it greaty improves the image qualty.

COVERDISKS

‘An extromely versatile picture viewer that
will handie many diferent formats

Once an image is loaded, Tiffview can act as & mini
image converler, leting you save off a picture either
as an IFF, Tif or Jpeg. If you choose to use Jpeg you
have a choice about the qualty of the saved image.
As Jpeg s a lossy picture format, a high compression
ratio means lower image quality, while a low
compression rato leads to better image qualiy.

datatype in the publishing page, | thought
it might be nice to have it on the
CoverDisk — aren' | a gent? What do you
mean, no?

Anyway, this datatype wil let you view
any installed system fonts in MultiView. Al
you do is drop load the blar.font file and
the next thing you know, you wil have a
large picture with al the avalable charac-
ters in that font. If you want, it is then pos-
sible to save of the picture s you can do
any number of nasty things 1o it

Flicks

Author: Peter McGavin
Workbench: 2.04

With more Amiga owners getting access
to the Internet and CD-ROMS, you are

o continue with the animation theme, TAPavi alows you to view
the standard Windoze video format AVI

AVI over FLI is that it allows arimations fo include sound, and it
was designed to play back animations directof disk. In some ways
itis similar to the CDXL format.

TAPavi will handle a number of diflerent types of AVI fils,
inclucing both 8 and 16-bi colour modes. I you have an AGA
machine then you will be able 10 view any of the animations in
glorious 256 colours.

‘As for sound, TAPavi il happiy allow you 10 play both 8 and
16-bit sound out through the Amiga's norm aucio. One problem,
however, is that if your machine cannol play back an anmation at
its full frame rate, the sound may be a little corrupt, but this
happens on PC soifs oy to be expected.

TAPaui

Author: John Bickers.
‘Workbench: 2.04

1. The main advantage of

more likely 1o come across other picture.
and animation formats. One of the widely.
used animation formats on the PC is FLI
or FLC. Animations in this format are
mainly produced by Autodesk Animator
(Pro) and Autodesk 3D Studio, as well as
many other PC programs.

Fiick is an excellent FLI player, and to

Another lovaly MUI program, IFF Mastor lets
Yo n

example, an ILBM file has a bitmap header
d colour map chunks. IFF master knows about these, so can sho
and also the dimensions and other information about the

w you the

use it just double-ciick the nasty looking
icon and use the requester to pick your
chosen animation. Even though Flick
runs under 2.4, it supports a great deal
of advanced options. It will take full
advantage of Workbench 3 by using the
new OS double buffering routines.

Users with either EGS or Cybervision
graphics cards will be able to use flick
directly on them. AGA owners are not left
out as Fiick will allow you to replay ani-
mations in there full 256 colour glory. If

aCD32, Fiick will even use the
Akiko chip.

There are also numerous other replay
options for OCS or ECS owners which
allow different replay modes depending
on what number of colours you would
like. For those extra large animations,
Fiick wil spool directly off a disk, and all
the options can be changed in the icons
tools types

Considering all FLI animations have to
be converted from chunky to planar, you
get very good replay speeds on a plain
A1200 - even when spooling on a CD.

NOVEMBER 1995
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Mand2000 order form -:

I wish to pay by:

[ Creditcard

Gt SIS {SIN AN} BT [T ] EwiyDete [
Ploase send your order for

Micro RAD, Attn: Amiga Ccmpulmn g Mandz000 Offer

721 0’ Street, Loup City, Ne 68853, I

i
Please rush me:
et T
[ () mancaooo comom arsaass
J Deverto: 1
Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)
| 1
| —1
I Postcode Daytime phone. I
i
1
i

LD-—--—-————-—
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Now you've had a chance to see what our coverdisls can
do, why not upgrade to the full version of Mande000

Available for only $29.95 on di
or even better value CD-ROM

® The release version of Mand2000
is regularly priced at $44.95. Howeve
Amiga Computing readers can upgra
to the release version for'the discoul
price of $29.95. The full release versi
allows unlimited saving of colour
mapped, HAM and IFF24 images, al
has no annoying requesters.

® Mand2000 also has the facility to
produce fractal zoom animations.
set up the start point.in the fractal, §é
where you want to go and how many
frames it should take. Click on proce
and then go off and have your tea.
you get back there should be a fract
animation you can impress your ma
with. ¢

® There is also a Mand2000 CD
containing the full release version o
software, plus a full CD-ROM worth
images and animations in a wide va
of resolutions, including NTSC, PAL,
FrameStore and D1 video. Perfect fo
video professional or fractal hobbyi

® The CD-ROM version is regula
priced at $59.95, but Amiga Comp ut
readers can upgrade to the CD-ROM
containing over 30,000 frames of *
spectacular animation, for just $44.9¢



HOW TO ORDER

Low cosTDeLIVERY Tf'eP’"’"e .0113 231-9444

De!rverymb[r‘ﬂ!nmxknvmlnbr!ny

FIRST i
T =Bl

COMPUTER CENTRE

®Alipricesinclude VAT @ I7.5%
®Large showroom with parking
Multi-million pound company
®Overseas orders welcome
fcational purchase oders welcome

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

«@m’dware Hard Drives
QL FORAVAILABILITY X

DiskDrives
with A1200/

foware, cablesand msructions

ey
Allwwm« 170Mb HardDrive|

" it
AMAZING 80Mb..£89.99 WF‘}-"#";: areconom
oy

LOWEST 130Mb..£109.99 lll|orier o the A ACD-

” PRICES 250Mb..£139.99 aHV‘Mr £2699

EVER  340Mb...£189.99 456 51299

Getyo nearlyas
koo sre it

id ‘m’""c. for pricin
P [T e
. Daives WE ARe e ‘SapesT £45.00 o )

MemoryModules

only €274.99.

Projeti Colour

“A12004 7o

REWiprojec mono.

LC1009pinCotmr

Seart CriGipnmons

pulEpuon StyiuiPro ¢

Ink Cartridges
anon 81105348

Disklabels
500 £6.99

50Capacitylockablebox
EFERRED USR DEALERS Chpacie

88 icsradyBacbor g
Amum H(ev\dnmm or i) et
’only £193.99 RPDMS Vaer onc CDhold
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Golarin

ot Gouble)

Covers
Alprinterdusceonars
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FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM worth £10
with every order of CD-ROM software over £30 )




REVIEW

0 out of 10 Software continue
their educational series with
Essential Science, a collection of

six games designed o educate the 5 1o

g et oope e S

age range, the package has a user-defin-

o love of ity and the chid can

progress in a set of clear-cut stages.

Games vary from Steamer, where you
must choose correct measurements, for
example, to Shuttle, a cunningly dis-
quised educational asteroids game that
requires the player to identity the cormect
animal. Spectrum aims 1o give the player
scientfic facts r an interesting way, such
as identiying parts of the body or parts of
a flower. Space Walk also requies the
identiication of certain objects from a
given description, and Microscape Iets the
child uncover facts as if under a
Microscope.

Marks are awarded for every game and
stars given for each section which tel the
child how much progress has been made.
The parent or teacher can also check
progress as four different colours indicate
fevels of success. Red indicates help
needed, yellow signifies practice needed,
green s given for full marks, and blue
medals ar

The appliance of
sCience

Forget setting fire to your ruler
with the bunsen burner or cutting
off the frogs legs and putting
them down your friend’s jumper.
10 put of 10 Software have a new

J way of teaching science

very short attention spans and simple
Ono of the activites in Steamer is 1o read

UNAPPEALING

At first glance, though, its hardly an
appealing package. And what instantly
strikes about Essential Science is the
appaling graphics. It would be an insult to
the Spectrum ZX to say the graphics
resembled one of their earlier games

their precious Luke or Lucy to educate
them through glossy multimedia pack-
ages, then there’s nothing more guaran
teed to make the ‘educational Amiga’ die
‘a death than ugly ttles ke this.

Fortunately though, it's content that
matters, and Educational Science is rela-
fvely profident n thia area. The actves
are varied enough and will su children in
this range. Some are very good such as
the measuring exercises and they do
teach some of the rudiments of science
quite well

However, at the other end of the scale,
some of the activities defy belief. One of
them requires you to uncover an object
undemeath one of the siides as if it were
a microscope. The child then has to

e
g e i rest
aon s b il
it e gk
i bt Eolnge o
20 el Ty
SO
Sliee i
Bl s oo
fact wind. This happens on a n e Iiives (o E
T e

— e
sracee’spatodary ot o 4
i th icuresars har o o
e et fr s o ih st ] th
Yo are alsa rater bewidarg such a5 own the wrong
‘Which here has never been alive at any t h
ime? - il put. Or how about, Which rac

This isn't a particularly bad title, in
y
o th actties ars ute

of these is now dead?’ where one of the

answers is Turkey Slices. Its enough to

make you tum vegetarian and does lte to

help a child's understanding. able, and it has been well structured:
the wide age range. However, this’
nowhere near up 10 the sam
as their other 10 out of 10 itles,

ne thing that hasn't really been
thought out is how to maintain the child's

litle more attention to detal would
paid dividends.

beeps in appropriate places but their &
lite else.

It does redeem itself, thoughy
with the Certificate system, wheres
the players can either print out of
show on screen the progress

Laaem messiriog skile by
lilng the beaker to the

e
70 CERTIFY
B By
it
B

The bottom |

Product: Essential Science

Price: £25.95
Software House: 10 out of 10
Tel: 0113 2394627

Ease of
Implementation
s o Value for money
sudiomiasets | Gugei
Piyers motheted
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tmay seem strange that a com-
Pt ‘pany would release a ficker fixer

in this day of high speed graphic
cards, and the DbIPAL capable AGA chip
set. A few years ago there was good rea-
son for getting hold of a flicker fixer, as
this was the only way to use 640 x 512
screen resolutions without going biind. So
if all you need to do nowadays is buy a
cheap VGA monitor 1o access these high
resolutions, why on Earth do you need a
flcker fixer?

If you own an A4000, the options avail

when it comes to choosing
monitor are fairly limiting. You either
splash out on an expensive multisync
‘monitor that will allow you to work in any
resolution, or plump for a cheap VGA
monitor and lose the abilty to display any
of the standard low sync screen modes
the Amiga uses.

Whichever option you choose, the only
way you can use the AGA's high resolu-
tion modes is via the scan-doubled
modes, such as DbIPAL. This comes with
a number of drawbacks — firstly DbIPAL is
horribly siow, especially when you use
more than four “The reason for
this is that the DMA channels are 5o busy
just keeping the display hardware
supplied with screen data that there is
virtually no time left to be able to update
the scr

VIDEO DRAWBACK

The second drawback is that you can-
not use these screen modes 1o record
video. This requires using a PAL or
NTSC, if you are American, screen mod

“The adtion of the ficker fxer wil allow
You to access all the Amiga's screen
modes on a normal VGA monitor. This is
achieved by the ficker fixer scan doubling
the PAL modes up t0 a rate that normal
VGA mornitors can handie. For video peo-
ple this is pretty dam useful, as you can
use an interlaced screen for your video
work without having to actually view those
nasty flickery interlaced screens. It will
‘even let you play games on a monitor ~if
you do that sort of thing.

Installtion of the flicker fxer is as easy
as it gets for a Zorro card. The card has
1o reside in the A4000's video siot, which
is typicaly the bottom one. So if the vi
siot s already in use, the flicker fixer is

One problem with the flicke

This means if you have

arcess all the screen
maodes you want courtesy

of the flickser fier. Meil Mohr reviews

ot going to be of much use — unless you
like expensive wall decorations, or you
feel like popping out and buying an

Once the card has been slotted in
place, when you reboot your machine you
can gasp and coo at the new flickerless
screens. If you were already using a
DbIPAL screen mode, you will have to first
delete the ScreenMode prefs file from the
ENVARC:Sys drawer before you can con-
tinue, as the ficker fixer is not too keen on

puts  for the monitor a typical VGA 15 pin
RGB output, and for video connection you
have a composite and SVHS sockets.
There Is also a single switch that allows
You to choose between the card being
able to display full vertcal overscan or
1440 horizontal pixels in Super Hi-res
mode. The switch is provided because the
board camol automatcaly detect what
15Khz mode the Am

“The flckee e also rovides de-ner-
facing of other Amiga screen modes.
Primarily Super72 and MultScan, this wil
allow you to use 800x600 and 640x1024
screen modes flicker free. You should,
however,.check beforehand that your
monitor will be able to cope with those

fixer is that all the jumpers used to adjust the tim-
ing of the picture are not located at the end, a

ong with the switch and sockets.

any other cards fifted, it s exti

npers. You basically end up pulling all

that the pot used for fine

These problems are not 100
you do not h

15 ok i notiars ot el

adjusting of the picture is
things very awkward. The A3000
ame with the A4000 | do not

ated on the outside for easy access.
flicker fixer is set up,

NOVEMBER 1995
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sync rates of
up 1o 64kHz. The

standard ficker fixer is

a PAL-only version — apparently, there
a special NTSC version that will allo
Americans 1o use the SVHS a

‘composite outputs on NTSC devices.

If you are looking for a complete s
tion that will allow you to display
Amiga screen modes, then a fcker fx
is the only real answer. The AGA fick
fixer is a very nice piece of ki, but
50, £400 is an awlul lot of money 10 a
for it. Especially considering ficker
used to cost £125 a few years ago. /73

SYSTEM ESS EESEI’IIIH[

Multisy
‘monitor

The bottom line

Product: AGA Flicker Fixer

Supplier: Power Computing:
Price: £39¢

Phone: 01234 273000
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REVIEW

e, finally we've had a Zip drive
1o ook at. | know we've been
romising it for quite a while
now, but the facts of the matter are that
IOmega, the company that produces the
Zip, has been so inundated with orders
in the States that none of their produc-
tion run has reached these shores.
However, thanks to a licencing deal with
Epson, the Zip should be in plentiful
supply by the time you read this piece.
First impressions of the Zip are very
good. Its a gorgeous looking bit of kil
its lines reminiscent of something out of
Bladerunner. The drive, as you can see,
is a metalic blue, in splendid contrast to
the drab beiges we have been used to
for computer peripherals for a long time

‘The rear end of the drive shows us
two 25-way SCS ports ~ in and out — for

the only possible problem with the Zip
as you can only use SCSI IDs five and
six, which might be a pain for A3000
owners. But with this being the Zip's
only limitation, | can see a day when
SCSI unit five or six is the standard
position for a Zip in the way that three is
there for CD-ROM or tape back up.

‘The Zip's power supply plugs into the
side of the drive using a right-angle plug
which slots into the side of the drive,
leaving that edge flush — which is jolly
handy as you might want to stand the
Zip on its side. The Zip has two lights at
the front and an eject button that feels
just like the old Spectrum keyboard
Overall, its dimensions are not much
larger than a standard external floppy
drive unit, and it weighs less than most
external drives | have seen.

The disks the Zip uses look almost
like normal floppy disks, apart from the
fact that they are somewhat thicker and
have a small shutter. They also don't
have a write protect tab, but more of

(heap, fast, good
but big

If you want a Zip, but you really need
more space per disk, IOmega will be
bringing out a new drive based on the
technology used in the Zip, called the
Jaz drive. The Jaz looks similar to the
Zip but is a bit taller and the disks are
also about twice as thick.

“The bigrdifference is in the capacity

 th

ailable
and that it will be con-
more expensive than the

that later. There s an interesting prism-
like device on the lefi-hand comer of the
disk nearest the shutter, which may be
something to stop manufacturers from
copying the disk design ~ SyQuest own
ers will know the number of different
manufacturers of cartridges for their dri-
ves. Sliding back the shutter reveals a
single disk, again much like a floppy,
only with air on either side of the disk
rather than being sandwiched between
cloth

RATE OF KNOTS

Inserting a disk into the Zip drive
results in the disk being brought up to
speed at a rate that will surprise and
delight SyQuest owners — the disk being
ready for use within about four seconds,
Once it is ready, the disk will read and
wiite data at a sustainable rate of about
1Mb a second. Yes, a meg a second
Pretty impressive for a removable media
device.

The Zip is only currently available in
an external version, although an interal
one isn't out of the realms of possibilty
and there are two versions of the disks
that it uses. The 100Mb disk is readily
available, but the 25Mb disk's future
looks in doubt. After all, who is going to
want a 25Mb disk for only slightly less
than the 100Mb version? HiSoft will also

for formatting and toggling write protec-
tion which is controlled through

Amiga Computing!
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software, rather than using a writs
protect tab.
it seems that the Zip drive actuall

we were paying that for a bare 105Mb]
Quantum hard drive not so long ago
and at a meg a second, the Zip certank
compares favourably with an internal
hard drive. So that's fast taken care of
and with its looks and overall useul
ness, you haven't got a good producl
you've got a great one.

e

Product: IOmega Zip Drive
Price: £189.99 — 100Mb disk
£15.95 (less for quantity)
Supplier: HiSoft
Tel: 01525 718181

Ease of use
Implementation.
Value for money.
Overall

Ben Upst examines a pos:



Wl 5 S0 68060 3 MM, he e 1240 |

I —r

060 P ) 0] DUR LIMITED OFFER
d 00 00/2000 ana
-0 ENGIE AS00/480 24T COLOUR ACCELTED GRAPHS CA)
ol v i 6 i o) s engnc il
i 4 L i e 2 e 214 i
00014000 i e ol e
Cybervision 64... 2Mb - 529 4Mb - 4439
ND /A e it
THE
ADVANTAGES OF g
R A= surersof e i
| ST ——— 4 e, e pcsiog e ST
. 3 i 105 s g AR
P = Upto 1280 sandied S0 cam e slled andyou can cven KL
5 e mluin s Cbersiorm 68060/50 ‘
. : e300 e
GAINS YOU'LL GET!| Bheretepunion okl eyt o RE T e SPHONE!
TN = ey ¥l
SRy = A :
e = A i
S I —
Hz 5 > 2 50MHz
it 68030 168060
N AL /A1200 TURBO (P A1200
\ 4Mb, 3: > A \CCELERATOR - 0Mb 2 ACCELERATOR - OMb ]
Expandable to 8Mb Expandable to 128Mb Expandable to 64Mb :
award-winning BLIZZARD 1220/4 4Mb TURBO... | | THE pednmmgAlM 68030 Accelerator! lution is here NOW for YOUR A1200! 1
2 TheNDw 1 The NEW Bz 1260 e s o e e s LD |

Bttt o ok ﬂ,mu.wm

Notonly natthe
e, DECREASE N PRICE Wi s SMH 630 and WA, he e
1Y 5

| fommoee 105 tmes faser o

gt . cc
i the 1220

ek e fcs o ourel o . he BEST
bt

ot R Tl B

2 Gl
o coniguing 58 ST RA (e 2564 i SCS2opin),
e

ik Il

oy

« titey

ok e

MG
sy Topdoo ntalsion
ey Rcked Sl e T Clck Condo
High peemance VA expans i ol

. it e

ke e
« PGAFPU ok allowing cpcl SN 6551

‘ 260 Turbo’ 0z 0 S 01T £599%

£199%

2301
M 2.4 Fst RV, Expundbe 1 32

SCSI2 Module! o 12301 Tuo.

. 589%

£797
51347

S92 FGA type L M2
Wb i

DM RAM Expansion
S2B1L72 i (Call o Larer SN pices)

0N 525 s R i
£99%

G512 Module® o 20 Tuf
it addionl 1380

The 060 revolaton i here
som for YOUR AISDU200 !
65060

e avo o A
o ORDON HAR
oept: IEX
el: 0
= 0

‘THE WORLD's FASTEST A1200 030.
ga Dea
00D COMP: - ot i oo g s i
Wn:hnumhl'r\ul o)l e oot s
P P ot i s s by .
0 T —
e e o s et
Q oy ks o o e




Ml I INTERNET

[ompanies

Amiga resources

‘The Amiga Home Page
hitp://www.omnipresence.com/Amiga/

NewTe
hittp://www.newtek.com/

The manufacturing stars of the Amiga
platiorm. LightWave? Video Toaster? Do
we need 1o say more? Yes because
despite the company’s pedigree, the
actual site s something of a cisappoint

QR . e ity of o on e
various high calie packages, but they
really could do with adding more. A
helpino? Pricing? Reviews? Hints and

o

An excellent starting point for all things Amiga
Profies, site links and news form the main bulk of
what's on offer. Visit various magazines, find out
about Amiga-specific downloadable software, take a
1rip 10 one of the many companies producing stuff
for your favourite machine, meet other users, join
groups for some indulgent chat on the Amiga,
and fiick through the variety of fim and TV projects.
using the great machine as part of the production
process.

During the Commodore crisis, the guys running the
site kept constant info to help, aid and inform worried
owners. Well worth a visit, and thumbs up o them for

ing in some of the areas. Not
devastating but a bit of a shame
all the same.

The Amiga Web Directory
hitp://www.prairienet.org/commurity/
clubs/cucug/amiga.tm!

n awesome mass of links o absolutely anything 1o
do with the Amiga. Watch in horror as your eyes pop:
out at the sheer number of links to

spend lots of phone bill money

on. Developers, software,

shareware, Jpegs, Escom info,
FAQS, etc etc etc. Oh lordy,

this, coupled with the Amiga

Home Page and Aminet, is
invaluable.

AMIGA

WEB DIREC ORY

ctaaily has

scom
w.veronica.nllescom/

If you know Dutch then this is just fab,
but otherwise take a look at the pretty
plctures. Apparently there is an English
version on its way. You have been
warned.

m ARTICULARLY

Links:APPLICABLE
OVERALL:SORRY

ooking up to the Internet may be seen

by some as an expensive ordeal — buying

a fast modem and increased phone bills.

can seem like a steep investment, but the

resulting opportunities are well worth the initial
expense.

Despite the lack of commercial support over the

last year or so, the Internet sites available to

Amigans are st as buoyant as ever. The popula
of the machine continues to amaze and ifs extensiv:
presence on the Web is a sure-fire sign that thel
Amiga isn't about to drop of the face of the planet o
the foreseeable future. |

What follows is a rundown of some of the bette
and best sites around and what they've got on o
for that budding cyberpunk in you.

Magazines

Amiga Report On-line Magazine

Mlewsgroups

News/AR/index htm!

Jason Compton, Am;

‘o course and our -1 mean their
~home pages come with a ull thumbs-up.

previews, opinion and
Amiga Computing

hitp://www.demon.co.uk/amigacomp!

exclusives. All

Here it is ~ the best commercial Amiga mag site
on the Web. If you want the latest rundown on
the current issue and a few reviews and fea-
tures thrown in 1o boot, then you've just

scraped the top of the iceberg! Also hunt
round our top ten fave site list and grab hold
of i Bless.

free

absolutely

A labour of love for the editor-in-chief,
miga Report is
another example of the dedication
shown by users. News, reviews,

offered in hoalthful doses, plus this
quy has also been known to get

news:comp.sys.amiga.advocacy
my lications:
news:comp.sys.amiga.announce
news:comp.sys.amiga.datacomm
news:comp.sys.amiga.emulations
news:comp.sys.amiga.graphics
news:comp.sys.amiga.

news:comp.sys.amiga.networking
news:comp.sys.amiga programmer

more are

Newsgroups are an excellent forum f

much of s time sitting on a backb
er. Check out all the above if there's
relevant subject you want o talk a
receive help with, o slag off.
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Amos City
b h

wwwihome-src.doc.html

or those who have indulged themselves in the

ble with the comprehensive
y system.

Commaodore Users Groups
hitp:/www.prairienet,org/community/
clubs/cucug/usergroups. html

Sates and Ausralia, thers are htinks fo several

addresses to wiite off o for others.

rought to you by the Champaign-Urbana

The ever popular software authoring package has
pleny o s dodicaed 0 . Aos oy oo 4 s
examples, wit

[inTerner [

Art

Eric Schwartz

S B e il o package, mallmg fists for other
users (highly useful for obtaining
help and tips), extensions to the
program, and more.

Could do with expanding ~
judging from our mail bag, there's
still plenty of demand out there —
but certainly worth a visit
nevertheless.

ja Mosaic Home
hitp://www.omnipresence. com/amosaic/2.0/

Swom by most as the WWW browser
for the Amiga, this site contains all

would say vital, this is one of the
first portof calls for Net virgins.

pllection

news:comp.sys.amiga.cd32

Escom are spouting out confiict-

he grey lunchbox's talent. This partic-
newsgroup has messages,

Factsed with software, info and debate, the
' Amiga is admirably catered for by the Intemet.
HRdam Fhillips tells you why

fin oddity

Amiga Formula One
hitp://cswww2.essex.ac.uk/
users/robeoy/af1.htmi

1 doubt that Microprose ever realised that when their premier
racing game, Formula One Grand Prix, was released it would
attract this kind of devotion. Packed wih info on the fan club,
programs to aid better play and more, this s the ultimate site for
budding Michael Schumachers (or Damon Hill if you're
Eokss b AT E e s ke
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Seemingly the Amiga's animation mas-
cot, Eric Schwartz has gained himself
qite a formidable reputation. This site is
as extensive as they come, with what
‘appears to be a complete listing of all the
man's anim work to date. All download-
able with info on when they were created,
brief plot descriptions, size of files, and
‘access to what you'l need to play them —
anyone with a penchant for Schwartz
should walk away LD

Amiga Art Gallery
hitp://www.omnipresence.com/Amiga/
Gallery/Gallery.html

Working in conjunction with Aminet,
here's a large portfolio of constantly
updated images to browse through
Featuring the usual rendering delights of

Rainbow of Chaos
hitp://www.indy.net/~gemini//

Focusing more on 2D art by Amigans,
this site has a couple of resident artists.
and links 1o other artistc fanatics. There's
no doubt that there needs to be more.
work to browse through,

Ty

but the gall
owner' has an
open invite to f

masterpieces
inclusion,




| FEATURE




t was the moment we've been

Escom, and on target to hit the
s of Britain in time for September.
i offcial UK relaunch of the Amiga

BB cocine scparoet rover,

5pat

It was the height of summer, and the Amiga —|
Technologies press conference announced the rebirth ——

of the Amiga in the UK. Lareth (ofthouse reports —
on the tough questioning the company had to face —

that the amount of new and concrete
information available was rather limited.
‘The announced specifications for the roll-
out Amigas, for example, held no surp-
rises, with even the faster 060 version of
the 4000T not available until November
at the earfiest

Amiga Technologies were not in a
position to disclose much more about the
contents of the software to be bundied
with new Amigas either. John Smith, UK
Sales Manager, revealed that 1200s
would include a database, word proces-
sor, spreadsheet, paint package and two.

james, but specific product names were

BUNDLED UP

The confusion over how Scala was
going 1o be combined with 1200s was
finally cleared up, with the announce-
ment of two different A1200 bundies. The
£399 bundle announced last month will
lack a hard drive, and it was decided that
it would be impractical to include SCALA

Amiga with a built-in 170Mb hard drive
>

Marlseting a legend

ked f there were any plans to advertise the Amiga products, Tyschischenko
plied that this would not be possible until next year. This means that at the
e when Microsoft and the Japanese console manufacturers are taking over

me time TV slots, the Amiga
calist press.

Il have little presence outside its own

Anderson argued, however, that allowances had been made towards distribu-
< 1o help them with cost, and he expects them to shout about the Amiga
reir own adverts. Gilles Bourdin also pointed out that Amiga Technologies’
sence at the IFA fair in Berlin showed a worthwhile marketing
at is encouraging is that almost 50 per cent of the 60,000 Ami

ey Il sell their entire stock of Amigas produced this year.

FEATURE
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and Scala MM300, on top of the standard
software bundie.

What was surprising, however, were a
number of statements that contradicted
details everyone thought were settied
some weeks ago. It appears, contrary to
what Tyschtschenko told Amiga
Computing last month, that the Amiga will
be distributed through Escom shops after
ol roveiciern fe relief o

e concemed about the Amiga’s high
| Fos presence this Christmas.

U-TURN
Previously, Tyschtschenko had
believed that the Escom staff would be.

‘employees in the UK shops will all have
had experience of seling Amigas before
the Rumbelows buyout.

D32 owners on the verge of hara-kiri
were given pause for thought as well.
While the failure to outiine any plans pre-
viously had led many to assume the
console was 1o be consigned to the dust-

of computer could-have-beens.

| Tyschtschenko gave it a more optimistic
prognosis.

“We have had tremendous problems.

obtaining DRAMSs, so we decided not to

produce the CD32 this year,” he offered.

Uirtoal Amigas

Despife it being the official
telaunch of the Amiga, they was no
ign of them at the confe
Escom did take the opportunity to
unveil the Virtual 1-O glasses, the

virtual reality headset for which they

have exclusive distribution rights.
> versions will be made avail
able. The basic video model wih
plug into any machine with a com-
posite video port - for example
Amiga‘and VCR: abling it 10 20
and 3D films. The price
£599, though they hope to drop
echnology becomes
ludes a head:
with 3D,
like Doom or Heretic
the fact it with
require @ PAL converter, it costs
£899

flashlights from the assembled press
photographers. You will not be sur-
prised to hear that this affair was
somewhat more ~ shall we say —
subdued.

Ironically, Amiga press members
themselves were rather thin on the
ground, with staff from the games
magazines conspicuous by their
absence. It would appear that they, at
least, are rather sceptical about the
prospects of the Amiga regaining its
place at the heart of the computer

Escom's MD Mantred,

“The remaining ‘serious’ ediorial from
Amiga Computing, Format, Shopper, CU
Amiga and JAM magazines assembled at the
Sheraton hotel, Heathrow, conversed with strained

civilty, moaned about the steep pricing for beer, and
gave voice 1o the sort of cynicism | suppo:
L L

solid news.

Much as everyone wanted o proclaim the
retumn of the UK's favourite home compuer
however, old tensions within the Amigal
commum\y began 1o resurface once the

onsure the Amiga's success.

ence was as much about
games on the I-glasses as it was about Amigas:

Hot suits, frayed tempers

The words ‘press conference’ might conjure up the

se s,

ushered into a small but well

Manfred Schmitt, explaining that the:
Escom MD was striking a deal in

ference was more about confidence than

sere over. Perhaps it had nol
Palped tha the fret htf of the confe
Escom’s PC line and PO

“But you can be sure we will produce it

products due from Amiga Technologies.
are the virtual |-glasses (see our new.
report) and a multiscan monitor that is
almost certainly going to be the
Microvitec 1438 ~ though 15° and 1
models are planned for next year.
Neither the speech made by Petro
Tyschtschenko, or John Smith, however,
confronted many of the doubts that had
been lurking at the back of most enthusi-

issues were addressed. Pricing was per-
haps the most commonly voiced worry.

CLEAR AIMS

The £1900 ex VAT cost for 4000Ts
was the first target, and with faster, fully
kitted PCs available at around £1000
Amiga Techriologies had to explain
where they thought their high-end
machine’s market lay. “| think one of the
problems in the past is that the Amiga
has been badged as if it will do every-
thing for everyone,” argued Anderson
“We are clearly aiming the 4000T towards
the multimedia market. Even though

The 41200: Amiga

Wicrovitoc 1438

technology has moved on a bit,

Amiga s stil the best machine out thef
because of its multitasking capabillies
‘among other things, for multimedia.”
The mulimedia strategy tself was laie
brought into question, however. Escof
themselves are selling cheap, ready-o
run PCs with in-built sound cards a
speakers. The terms PC and muli

flagship software, Scala, is now avail
for the rival platform
Despite being pleased by their Pt

tion to television. The cost of putting
PAL encoder in a PC is da
expensive.”

The argument for the A12008
strengths seemed more compeliing,
ever. Amiga Technologies admitied f

Amiga Computing
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Friends in hig
places

The day after announcing the
relaunch to the press, Amiga
Technologies presented its UK
strategy at a developer's
conference. Amiga Computing
contacted Hi-soft, makers of the
Squirrel interface, 1o find out their
reaction to the key issues.

Link's views on the
pricing were generally positive.

Amiga Technologies is run largely by ex-
(Commodore people, and at one point the panel
faced the same sort of ciicism over markeling sirat-

result s that they're il waiting. “Anderson's subse-
quent plea for Amiga Technologies and the special-
ist press to work together for a successiul relaunch
d lte to caim things down. The Future
Tefmga ullbe Publishing camp accused Anderson of
Snubbing Amiga magazines by giving infor-

distributed maton to CTW first. There then ensued a
throgh Estom shops afer ol
- a rueaton that ame & &

argument about who phaned who s, how
olefto those cncemed about

ny messages were left on whose
e echines i 1

the Amiga's high street

presence tis (histnas

emanded in an increasingly heated
here. cussion of the Amiga seemed in danger of
being lost in personal disputes.

Fortunately, the proceedings soon
returned to more of an even keel, but a cer-
tain amount of frustration remained at
Amiga Technologies' failure to dispel some
widely held dout thaps, though, the
press were expecting too much from the
company in the time they'd had to ramp

ol

In response, Anderson contested
that the massive advertising cam-
paigns from Microsoft and the
Japanese giants would just lead to
“canfusion for the public, and added a
aicism of his own against magazine
ipublishers. “I think that one of the mis-
emeanours that most mags have

But I can understand Amiga
Technologies' need to put for-
ward A1200s at a-price that

i80ne to the detriment of our industry is to confuse
e end users big time,” he retaliated. “They don't
lknow whether to wait for this or that, and the net

production up. “We kn

ference had been wound up.

ow there s  lot more 1o be
done,” Gilles Bourdin acknowledged atter the con-

By s you
machine faced some stiff competition
Bob from £299 super consoles and low
pied PCs, but there was a strong belief
it the A1200 could win the middle
lgound as an entry-level computer.

Were about to rise radically i price due to
e fact that Windows 95 required a

minimum _of 8Mb of
expensive RAM.

A lot of people originally bought their
Amigas to play games, but with Sony's
Playstation about {o hit the shops, didn't
they fear for the A1200's fortunes in the
Christmas season? John Smith was
unperturbed over this issue.

| think the kind of productivity soft-
ware in the pack we were delivering at
the end of Commodore's time showed
the direction in which we were already
moving," he said. “Basically, | think lots
of A800/600 users want to move over to
the 1200 ~ they now have computer
experience and they want productivity
stuff. They know the Amiga is far more
than just a games machine, so we wil
certainly push things towards the
productivity side.

Anderson added that it would attract
people who were sick of the console's
limitations as well, “Most parents want
their kids to have more than one option.
With a console you either play games or
do nothing. | don't think we're directly
squaring up to the Japanese here.”

notoriously

Malse or breaks

e Amiga's relaunch is

minent, but its long-term survival is less certai

To ramp production up in three months is very difficult. | can tell you I've
never worked so hard in all my life 1o be successful for the Amiga as | have in
the last three months.

[Amisa Computing]
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that by putting forward a very
atteactive software bundie.
Link did add, however, that
he thought the Ad000 was over-
Priced and hoped it-would come
down in cost once Amiga
Technologies had
some of its expenditure.

UNCONCERNED

As far as the lack of pre-
Christmas advertising Was con-
cerned, Link was unconcerned.

3 stomers as w

he commented, “there’s a
large pent up demand for A12(
and/Ad000s in the market that will
be reached through the individual
rotailers. People like us evange-
lise-the machine, and that’s a:
good as any advertising given the
number of machines available
before Christmas.

Link was also impressed by
Amiga Technologies’ marketing
push, although he accepted that
Amiga users wanted CD interac-
tive titles as well as authoring
systems.
products
Cinemania,
up 1o individual publishers to bite
the bullet. | think the number of
€D drives sold with the Squirrel
shows the serious potential for
any publisher to move in on that
market

Like Hi-Soft itself, we asked?
Link responded positively: “If
anybody wanted to approach us
with half an idea, or an authoring
system, or a title they wanted
publishing, we would a
positively seriously consider it

Not everyonewas so positive,
however. Chris Wiles, MD of
Active Software, felt the price
even for A1200 was set too high.

most
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here has always been a certain
snobbery about SCSI. If one per-
son has a SCS! hard drive and
the other an IDE then the SCSI owner
could always feel superior, and can happly
scolf at their friends inadequacies.
Generally, SCS! hard drives are consid-
ered to be superior in performance than
IDE, even though you do have to pay for
the privilege. Apart from the performance
‘advantage, a SCS! interface allows you o
connect up to seven peripherals onto the
SCS chain. This is the greatest advantage
over IDE s they only allow you o connect
two IDE hard iives,end you usaly have
o faff about with jumpers, making one
master drive and the other a slave e
which normally involves ringing up the
manufactures and getting the correct

s

Currently, f you want to add a SCS!
interface to your A1200 your options are
quite limited. You can either buy one of the
trapdoor acceleralors that also have a
SCS! option, or et a Squirtel. The firs is
fairly expensive and the last ties up your
PCMCIA slot

‘A fow years ago that would have meant
lite, s there were no PCMCIA peripher-
als around, but more and more are starting

to appear, and for certain peopl, leaving
the slot free might be a necessily.

Installation of the DataFlyer is necessar-
ily more complex than the Sauirrel,
because it plugs into the IDE siot of your
computer. Firstly, you have to place a
small plastic square under where the
DataFiyer wil go. This is required to stop
the DataFlyer’s circuit board from shorting
out on the Amiga's metal shield. You then
plug the board nto the IDE port

if you have a hard diive already, you will
need to move it back about a centimetre to
allow the leads to fit. This is done by
unscrewing the drive from s tray and then,

ing & rubber bung, the diive is wedged
back into the ray in its new position. This
‘might not sound very secure but the dive
realy isfixed in positon very fimy.

Al that remains is to feed a ribbon cable
from the DataFlyer round to that hole at the
back of your A1200 — the one you never
knew a use for. By then screwing a sup-
plied metal plate into place, and then

‘connector into this, you end

up with a brand sparking new SCS! port at
the back of your Amiga. This just leaves

 Pros and cons

a forthe DataFiyer is the Squirrel, so any A1200 owner wanting

 consider the pros and moiwm As a SCS! interface the

 reasonably priced, has
wv\unmlimscsunmvmmh- mkuyour

e

¢ s that some people may be put off with the.
) connect a CD you can get the Squirrel as a

 use the DataFlyer with a CD, Siren can Ease of use
Coh: | Implementation
| Value for money

Transform your IDE
interface into a SC51
port. Surely it cannot
be true, Meil Mohr
finds out

the software to install, which is extremely
simple. You boot up your computer with
whichever partiion or disk you want the
drver installed on, and the installsoftware
will copy the correct device driver and add
a couple of ines 1o the startup-sequence.
The next time you boot up, any SCSI hard
drives attached will be automatically

install the correct CD handler and
DosDriver for use with the
DataFlyer and is very simple 1o
install, using the standard

Amiga Installe
Fitting the DataFlyer
was a very simple s,

1o fit. Most of that time was taker
up with opening up and closing the
\miga.

RECOGNITION

‘Once the software s installed, any hard

being only a e slower than the squirrel
The main problem here is that the IDE
interface is dependant on the CPU, so the.
faster your computer, the faster the
DataFiyer will be.

One of the drawbacks from using the
IDE portis that the first two SCS! devices
are set aside for IDE hard drives, with
these being treated as SCS! hard drives.
This has the effect that you will only be
able to attach five other extemal devices.
For most people this should not pose any.
problems. 29 -

The bottom line

Product: DataFiyer
Supplier: Siren Software:
Price: £69.99

ing the PCM-

Phone: 0500 340548
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= Commodore "

: A 11 North Street, EXETER DEVON, EX4 3QS
g% CD32 Expansion Modules | | JAM

AddMenry: Flgp Drives,Hard Drves I
Keyboard. Priter ~ turn your CD32 int a hon

el g it heSk1! || A Moty |
Great Value at £199.95 | | credvdebi cad

Phone fordetails |

B
12 lssues of st |

We re Backmg Amlga'
Amiga 1200, CD* s A4000

will reappear shortly thanks to Escom. Phone for
Iatest news, prices and availability.

‘We have available now memory expansions, i Call for best
scclerators hard disks (SCS! and D), loppy Squirrel pricing on
isk drives, multi-io cards, graphics /A1200 SCSI Controller. Biaso el

printers(impact, inkjet, laser), cables,
printer and monitor sharer switches -
ing AmlgA’ 1t

e,

|

| NowIn Stock at only £69.95

brian fowler@cix.compulink.co.uk

CyberVision64

Viab YUV or | |

. Imagine a drive which is almost | Panasonic PD New!/! |
. which takes disks sir a figg 'VLAB Motion.
A o eller ‘Combined Quad CD-ROM and 650 MB
alue | s
Imagine filling this hard drive § 2 e Rewritable Optical Drive.
i i on
the cartridge and instantly having AN B xe [ inattime. ] s o Y
Megabytes of storage available B\ | N | digitising | | Thisnew system from Panasonic is the first
by 8 nw""’?;:m I5 | BERTE B | o e ot 1o comise s SCSI CD-ROM
% artrid Iy B . 5 | anda SCSI2 PCR drive in a single 5.25
Imagine saving your work fo cartrid, L51 o £ S | Fusion Genlock | i by
read the data on any similarly cquippet e \| e
o SIe” e For Amiga, PC and MAC
b o Internal version only £589.95 I
ol 3
Now you're thinking SyQuest | mﬂ“’ﬂs Just £99.00 el Veion Abo Aveable
e B :

| ScataMMa00 £209.95 |

650 MB Rewritable media only £45.00
] =
-

Hard Drives

Fujisa 5000

WARP or theltest DTP software or  joypad for youh % “:v"‘” wrm,“m,ﬂ,’:?}‘;f”‘ A
ca D 55\ Fast IBM 1000MB SCSI2 ~£500.00

CDPD 4 or the e\ Nt

eyboard adapter ora ‘gﬂw\,

SCS controller o a VLAB digitiser o Flowchating & 1 Controllers faxmodems now
tware or anything AMI -w" Squinel £6995  DKB 4091 £299.95 wvalable £2595
| SCSI.CD DRIVE:

PC Task 3,10
PC Emulator. Run
Windows on your |

A4000 tower case from Micronik. 6 x 5.
bays, $ %35 bays, 7 x Zorrolll siots, 5%

with PSU avaible from £69.95.
slots and 2 videa slots CS1 Towers from £99.95 | AmigaNow |
i stock at just £379.95 s |

cusom ables o yous reqiemeats e n Dev

wmdcmmmicre || Only £7995
il

Can’t see what you want? Just
ring (01392) 499 755 --- we have.
lots more than we can show her.

How To Order e
;I— e By e | day - Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm

y |
ot o o | 2w bt i |
ot s e oty | e ot sl e | |
e || e o et e | I
= st g | |
produ | |
| 77w |

charge extra for Credit Cards or
Standard Delivery.
‘What You See Is What You Pay

e b

gert bying
canchunge 30 plesse phone 10
confem price and avalaily /
| Peasatiow seven working || (01392) 499755 |
SIEag | .

orrect At Time Of Going To Press. iaelds

ELGE Ploas oo ToContim et Prsn. %2 Al Pices Shown Include VAT Standrd Dlivery Is Free. No Hidden Extras

)

g
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fter much hype and hollow

promises, it appears there’s

about as much chance of a
new or improved Amiga appearing
before Christmas as yours truly sprout-
ing an extra orifice. At best, we can
expect a fresh production run of the
existing range with perhaps the added
glamour of the new Amiga
Technologies logo. Not what you'd call
inspiring news for serious Amiga

ssers.

Fortunately, there is a ray of hope
thanks to the Amiga’s most prolific
third-party supporter. Even through the
Amiga's darkest hour, MacroSystem
have continued to develop their
impressive range of add-ons, which
have now evolved into a completely
new machine with Amiga technology at
its heart.

Courtesy of their existing hardware,
MacroSystem already have all the prin-
ciple elements of a ground-breaking
computer. Thanks to Retina, which in
the Draco’s case ships with 4Mb of
RAM and CyberVision drivers as stan-
dard, they can deliver super fastest 24-
bit graphics. Add to that stereo {6t
audio via Toccata and the digital vid
skills of VLab Motion and you arrive .
a computing potential the PC and Mac
can only dream off.

What's missing is, of course, an
operating system, and in that particular
area the Amiga is still revered. With
Windows 95 barely knocking on the
door of Workbench 1.3 and the incredi-
bly expense and self indulgent OS of
the Mac. a licensed Amiga OS is the.
obvious choice for serious audiolvideo
and CG productions.

GREAT CHOICE

With its combination of 10-years.
multtasking experience, a
ity with video, an OS which only.
requires one eighth of the resources
required by a PC to the
task, the Amiga OS is the obvious
choice for the new Microsystems’

machine.

Although sound and vision are taken
care of, there's the small matter of the
CPU, not to mention the other 110
essentials that goto make upa.
computer. In the case of the Draco, this
is taken care of via  ‘Draco direct"
plug-in CPU card and /O combo con-
Sisting of an 060 with a SCSI I con-
traller, space for up to 64Mb of
via standard simms, connections for
mouse, serial, parallel ports and of
course an HD floppy.

Add to that an array of QuickLogic
chips for Kickstart and a few other
cssentials and you arrive at the world's
first Amiga on a card - with o
difference. At first glance, the Draco's
graphical user interface - or GUI =
Jooks every inch an Amiga, but there is
one major difference. The Draco does.
ot have the AGA, or in fact any part of
the Amiga's custom chipset. To prove

Draco

Amiga Computing

NOVEMBER 1995

the point, a quick glance at the menu
bar reveals not 2Mb, but 4Mb of chip
memory - alias Retina on-board Add to
that the lack of the AGA chipset and
you arrive at the Draco alternative.
Admittedly, this may sound like a ter-
minal problem, but for
those using the
Amiga as a pro-

duction tool

Iy video - the AGA C!

set is often
more of a hindrance than anything

else.

However, no AGA obviously does
preclude certain applications from the
Draco repertoire, notables including

insists on the AGA chipset by defaul.
in the case of Scala has :

heavy dependence on

Amiga specific chip RAN

To counter the loss of

Dpaint, MacroSystem are

Dragon fire

que, and truly

s combination of a

0 of the Mc

act a

ard-wired
mpanying sterec

ed arises y

to generate

Wt and the Toccata




per

ant

ing

Retina is the first

In fact, the
7 the

Faul Austin previews the incredible
Marro5ystem power tower

lection to go ‘Draco direct’ and can

now pump through an incredible 35Mb

second, making it the fastest

graphics card in the business ~ running
Workbench or any graphic card-compli-

software in full 24bit, 64K or 256

colours in a variety of resolutions rang-

from 320 x 240 up 10 1600 x 992.

The Retina’s affinity with Workbench
emulation, plus the ever-growing range.

[ FeaTure IS

of software with direct support for RTG
boards, is a key factor in the develop-
ment of the Draco. LightWave, ADPro,
ImageFX, Wordworth, PageStream, the
list goes on. As a consequence, even
with the Custom Chipset stripped away,
the Draco remains compatible with the
vast majority of Amiga applications —
only the ones which absolutely insist on
standard chip RAM or the AGA fall by
the wayside.

COMPATIBILITY

Another huge plus for the Draco is its
backwards compatibility. This may
seem a strange comment in relation to
a brand new computer, but when it
comes to MacroSystems’ hardware it's
entirely accurate. Obviously, there's a
lot of people out there who've already
invested a fair amount of hard earned

of the above will work perfectly well in
the Draco. consequence
MacroSystem will be offering a mix and
match option for those who already
have elements of the Draco as part of
the existing systems.

However, it must be said there are
>

ombine forces within the MovieShop/Draco envi-
onment, samples captured directly via the Toccala
sich as backing music or narration can still be
imported and mixed with the existing AV in the pro-
ducton. Better siil, any imported or directly cap-
flured audio can still be worked upon within

Shop. For exampl, you can import as much
18050 as you lie, adjust its length and positon on
e Timeiine, or transer it between video cifps or
scenes.

But perhaps most importantly, you also have
omplete control over the sound envelopes of the
samples you're working on. As part of the Timeline
Goniro, you're provided with an envelope requester

Consequently, you can introduce frame accurate
olume changes and even cross-fades between

different audio tracks in different video clips. In
short, complete control over the sound dynarmics
within the production.

Once you've achieved a suitable mix between
the original audio, backing music, vocal over-dubs,
sound effects or whatever else, the whole thing can
be boiled down into a new super sample which can

be linked to a particular section of video or keptas a i
separate element.
“The finishing touch on the audio side i the arrival
of a builtin SMPTE timecode generator. Now, strip-
ing a tape with timecode is simply a maer of plug-
gingin the target recorder and clicking on a button.
et another broadcast essential catered for.
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Al the 10 essentials
plus wp to

‘advantages for those willing to invest in
‘Draco direct’ hardware. At present, the
Retina is the only card in the collection

Gamb RAM on board.

which has undergone the
conversion — however Viab Motion is
close behind.

A standard Zorro Il VLM transfers
roughly 1Mb a second faster on the
Draco, courtesy of a fast Zorro I soft-
ware patch. In addition, the MovieShop
code has also been optimised,

The Alpha option

Kay, you the preamble concerning the key
Pty symnm. but what's it all in aid of? In
‘short, the Draco is a one-stop graphics, digital video
and audio solution which will become one of the.
Sl digital video effects systems on
any desk

"The aforementionsd Dec Alpha co-processor could
well prove to be the real key 10 the Draco’s success in

G and most obvious

ing the MovieShop software.

L Iumﬂslnuly, an expansion slot already awaits.

rocessor which features the fastest chip

m haine e e currently holds the

ecord for the micro-processor deliv-

ering an asionshing 450 mis - whih transites

into 10 times the speed of an 50Mhz 060. The

‘end result in MovieShop’s case is real-time DVES in

software.

At present, the generation of wipes, fades and spe-
cial effects can be a faiy lengthy process, especially

Timelines and 5FH

When the real time grabbing and importing
is complete, and the assorted clips have
been trimmed, edited, and appended, the
next step is 1o drop them into the Timeline
and add the all-important special effects
and additional audo.
e actual process of buiding the Movie
s entirely non-destructive. In reaity it simply
offers a means of layering and combining
existing audio and video into a new
sequence. The end result of al this is user-
defined sequencing of all the existing
‘soenes —aided by visual and audio effects.
If new clip overlaps an existing element, a
fade operator could be dropped between
the overlap to produce a digtal cross-fade.
“This abilty to mix and process multiple
sequences points to another unique feature
of VLM, namely it abilty 1o operate as a
digital A/B roll environment with a buit-in
digital effects processor. Admittedly, this s
) N0 means a reak-time process, because
once the scenes are arranged, and the

on more complex DVES. However, with the artival of
the co-pro, the vast majorty of MovieShop SFXs will
be real fime, while the more complex flying cubes and
the like will be generated in near real time.
MovieShop need not be the only soft-
ware 1o cash in on the power of the Dec Alpha.
MacroSystem will be providing a dedicated compiler
for anyone wishing to re-compile their software for the
Draco co-pro — obvious choices being LightWave,
Real 3D and the like.

In the past, the attempts at partal RISC solution on
the Amiga OS has fallen at the first hurdle,
Nevertheless, the MacroSystems' example does
prove that a RISC-based accelerations system, an
060, and the Amiga's existing OS can work ~ Amiga
Technologies please take note.

But unlike its predecessors, the Draco will have the
advantage of a solid platform with a user base whose.
ownership of the machine in itself proves dedication
to the DV and computer graphic cause.

operators in position, MovieShop still has
to set about processing the video
sequence, transitions and effects specified
within the Timefine.

Fortunately, this is all done automati-
cally, but it nevertheless takes time as the
process is done entirely via software — i
similar way in which ADPro and ImageFX
apply effects to single images. Needless to
say, Draco's 060 is a real bonus at this
stage.

As you've probably guessed, audio is
also computed in a similar manner. I, for
example, you've added a backing track, or
adjusted the envelope within an existing
AV soundirack, a separate computing pass
is needed to apply the changes.
Fortunately, this process usuall takes only.
amatter of secor

Although the DVE process may sound

via an easy mode in additon to Vo non
complex RPN approach — which can
process an almost unlimited number of
sequences alongside multiple layered
special effects

Amiga g
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especially in relation to decoding and|
encoding for the ever growing band of
VEs.

Running the standard VLM card, thef
Draco can attain, and more importantly

Animation Recorder — otherwise known|
as the PAR card.

However, with the arrival of th
“Draco direct” version, VLM compres:
sion will no longer be a consideration
With transfer speeds up to three times}
faster than Zorro Il the *Draco direct
VLM will easily encode real-time ful

decoding and encoding will be done v
hardware — making for much faster DV

As ned earlier, mix and m:
Confwilione hra WvaBable for Ihnsr
who already have elements

system. However, assuming ynu‘u

On the storage side you start off
with an HD disk drive. The only limita-
tion of which is that the drive s in fact
a PC HD floppy. As a consequen
actually writes Amiga format St
Wikl e e normal speed.

In addition 1o the floopy, the Draco
2150 shipe with & quad-spievd CD.
ROM plus 4Mb of RAM as standarc.
To complement the CD-ROM
MacroSystem will also be supplying
dedicated CD which house
Workbench and installs all the accor
panying software and utilities neede:
to manage the system.

Even more interesting is a plan
incorporate Shape Shifter as a stan
dard part of the Draco software suite
For those unfamiliar with the Shap:
Shifter, it allows you to define either
file or a partition as a Macintosh.

plish the seemingly unthinkable yo.
do need a Mac ROM stored as a fi
on your machine. Obviously, simpl
ripping a ROM image out of a Mac i
highly illegal. As a consequence, a
official deal with Apple is essential
MacroSystem are confident that cur
rent negotiations will end in the alt
important handshake. And if so
Draco owners will have access to the
best of both the Amiga and the Mac.
On the Amiga side, MacroSyster
are throwing in the complete ADPr
collection including the conversion



reamanges the data
10 reflect the new running
order.

And, of course, the PAR system is stictly
limited to straightforward cut and paste editing,
unlike VLM which at present already offers a mas-
sive range of DVES with more coming on-ine by
e day.

[ FeaTure |

B fich cocroc of
s Draco will easily hold its
st market, even on a

1~ a factor which is backed
link to BetaCam SP
oiher broadcast quality

s thanks 1o an optional
e vt oy

10 52y the launch of the Dec
c is @ major event for the
ver for mere morials, invest-
910 wil hinge on e arrval of

Aside from the system performance, the
Pprice tag itself s bound to attract many
a serious Amiga fan, with the basic
Draco retaiing cheaper than an Amiga
4000 running an 060 accelerator. Not
bad for a fully-featured digtal video box
with the potential for ful offine editing,
CD quality audio, broadcast quality digi-
tal video effects, and much more
besides.

Look at the oppositon from the likes
of Quantel's Paintbox and various
Mac systems and you'll discover the
Draco's asking price is finy in compari-
son. The only other question, especially
in relation to newcomers, is ease of
use,

Although generally no more daunting
than the average Amiga, there is one
aspect of the MovieShop environment
that could see some improvement,
namely the application of DVEs. To
achieve DVESs MovieShop employs a
Reverse Polish Notation system to
stack and process DVES on an almost
uniimited collection of video clips simul
taneously. For the novice, it must be

MacroSystem implemented a GUI in the
style of MultLayer specifically for DVE
design

10 the various bits that have
{a mention, there is one more
rade waiting in the wings,
copro is due 1o coincide
Autumn launch of the

cs card which wil provide full
pnvi.w actually on the
control screen. Better

o or the sysiem as & whol, thers
“The b

beta
version tested aivc with ll i noces.
sary bits separate from the tower, with
‘one piece of A4 listing the various con-
nections. | wired everything up, hit the
power button, and it firec-up first time!
Vorsprung durch technik — or something
similar.

If you're tired of the trail of broken
promises surounding Amiga develop-
ment, the Draco deserves serious very
attention. But if you're serious about
audio, video and computer graphics, the
Draco is nothing short of a dream
machine.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

Essontial _BLACH

K = Rocommended

=

T

The bottom line

Produce: Draco
Supplier: MacroSystem
Price: £2750 - with 060, 4Mb
video, 4Mb system RAM,
quad-speed CD-ROM

£3670 — with all of the above
plus Toccata and VLab Motion
Phone: 0049 230 289 177
Fax: 0049 230 280 884

Hard drives sold separately
Ease of 9
Implementation. 9
Value for money__ 10
OveraRl . LSy
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PETRA

A SUBSIDIARY CON
30 HARTINGTON ROAD, SOU]

THE NEW AMOS AGA EXTENSION
IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM PETRA
SOFTWARE.

ORDER THE AMOS AGA
EXTENSION FROM AMIGANUTS
NOW AND YOU WILL RECEIV
AMOS DIALOG PROCEDURE
ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE!!

IF YOU DON'T BUY ...
Tel: 01703 348943




ANY OF AMIGANUTS
AMPTON, HANTS. SO14 OEW

THE AMOS AGA EXTENSION AUTHORISED
BY MICHAEL PRINCE IS THE MISSING LINK
N AMOS PROGRAMMING AND IT IS AT A
| PRICE THAT YOU CAN AFFORD!!

£ l ()o()() inc P+P

AMOS DIALOGUE PROCEDURES BY JOHN A.
INSELLA IS LIKE INTOS, ONLY IT IS MUCH
ETTER. WITH THIS PROGRAM THERE IS NO
EED FOR THE INTERFACE LANGUAGE AS
THIS DOES IT ALL FOR YOU.

YOU CAN ONLY CRY!!!
Tel/Fax: 01703 366069 4
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he Amiga may have been bom
and raised to adolescence by
an American upstart company
in the form of Amiga
Incorporated, but after the transfer to
Commadore, the Amiga would enjoy
much greater success in Europe than on
the continent where it got its start. Poor
advertising got the machine off 1o a bad
start, but enough Commodore brand loy-
alists went with the Amiga 1o keep the
market fresh for the advent of deskiop
video, which the Amiga has thus far had a
firm grasp on.

Serious development was largely found
on the North American continent for a
number of years, but attition and more
lucrative markets have squashed some

‘ companies and lured others away. In
some areas of Amiga development, most
notably the high-end graphics card mar-

@t, North America is completely refiant

television and print ads
for rival platforms.
onfusion
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AmiJAM ‘93

‘The Amiga Users of Calgary (AMUC) held a suc-  floor, AMUC brought speakers to the show, made
cessful AmiJAM in 1993, but the prospect of a of local talent, Steve Vi
show in the summer of 1994 was too
uncomfortable for the group. The plans
went through for 1995 after the for-
mation of Amiga Technologies
increased user confidence.
Booked into the Southern
Alberta Institute of Technology's
show floor were Wonder
Computers, the aforementioned machine. Sadly, Dave's board
Canadian dealer/distributor/soft- Tonger works.
ware development company, Oregon Wonder sprawled across nea

HiSoft products, AmiTrix, an Edmonton-based
Amiga development and distribution com-  Dave aynle kicks back New Horizons,
pany, local dealers Software Supermart  daring an autographing
and The Computer Shop, and Spots, a  =*=4ien for his videe
local Internet service provider with active Amiga  Lazarus Engineering, the Wonder sister softv
support. In additon to booking dealers for the show  development company. Oregon Research broug

Braue ne

Jasan (ompton reports on the state and
Ssurvival of the Amiga nation in America

over North American distribu-
tion rights and policies have
only thrown the market
into more chaos.
Perhaps the best
way 10 start answer-
ing the question,
‘where exactly do

some things have
actually improved  some of the crew of AmiTrix Development
measurably over the
past few months, namely the availabilty ~ Magazines. For a time there was o
of general-interest printed Amiga  ©ne, but the introduction of this publicad
tion into the market as well as the revil
of Amiga Game Zone has made the sila
tion a bit more tolerable.
Where some software developers havel
failed or given up, others press onwardl

acquisition of the Amiga which ended a
year of total uncertainty. Sti, sales in the



igh-end market where cross-platform
sk sharing is a must have kept the com-
{pany g and able to supportts product

Standing in contrast o proud veteran

¥l hate Windows. This is the business |
Wt 1o be in. Maybe I'm stupid.”

made up of Brant Coghlan of AmiTrix, Dale Larson,
Dave Haynie, Steve Vetzal and Steve Gockwell from
Wonder, and myself. It crystalised the mood of the
show, which was one of ‘strong concern.’ Amiga
users are looking for fast action and inspiring deci-
sions, and to date have not been getting what
they're looking for.
discussed was what the panel would fie to
see for future development of the Amiga line.
PowerPC was a virtually unanimous choice. As
Dave Haynie put it “ft will be the only RISC chip with
a chance to be priced as a commodity item.”
Despite attendance in the hundreds (registered
attendance did not break 400, according 10 repors),

free, and many people came and went without
checking in.

Everyone went home happy, and most people
were just glad 1o be in an environment with s much
Amiga enthusiasm and energy.

The manager of

lcrarHICcs]

somewhere else to play, s to speak.
Upon release of ImageFX 2.0, Nova
found their own independent distribution
channels rather than publishing through
GVP, as they had done in the

areas of North America have
seen their dealerships shrink, consolidate,
or disappear altogether. Indeed, | am con-
stantly reminded that Mexico City, the
world's largest metropolis, has only one
Amiga dealership. What, then, fuels
Wonder Computers, a dealership chain

Iy added a software development team to
its repertoire’

Based in Ottawa, Canada, with stores
in Ottawa, Toronto, London, Montreal,
and Vancouver, the answer seems o lie
in dedication and making the right deci-
sions in the right places, as well as having
an impressive enough presence to insti
confidence in the user base.

Each of Wonder's five stores is Amiga

First off the Phantom lines is Digital
Quil, a high-powered, visually polished

an Amiga CD-ROM version with full
motion video clips, as well as a PC
conversion.

In between these stark comparisons

Hell Pigs, plan an Amiga floppy version,

In short, there are a lot of questions in the North
American market and 1o essy answers. The
decision to spend no marketing dollars this year
ificut one 1o accopt for many. Whil the
certainly true that this is not the
strongest market historically for the Amiga, the
potential-and existing-customer base cannot be
ignores
At this point, sitting back, sipping that cup of

send him articles mentioning the Amlga in mu|al

GVP by taking their ball and finding

press publications. Former engineers such as
Dale Larson have interviewed with ISE, the new
subcontractor for Amiga engineering. The ques-
tions are not easy, but the answers, slowly, are
forthcoming.

And even more importantly, the dealer and

Technologies' market to make or break.

(Amiga Computing
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lan and Steve, two die-hard Amiga
fans at the recent Amiga bash

>

only, barring the occasional video product.
Wonder's deal for distribution rights of the
Quasar Distribution product fine (primarily
consisting of Chris Hames' DirWork and

ready-made, if slightly dated, suite of a
dozen products they could develop or sell
outright at their option. (QuarterBack has
already been sold to Quasar.) Wonder's
services even include classes on the
Amiga, held in a small computer lab
environment.

There certainly is no lack of interest in
Amiga distribution on this continent, as.
demonstrated by the half-dozen compa-
nies that participated in Amiga
Technologies' impromptu meeting in July.
which attempted, unsuccesstuly, to imple-
ment a solid distribution arrangement in
North America.

DISTRIBUTION ROLE

Alex Amor of Creative Equipment
Interational, who has repeatedly tried to
secure an agreement for distribution, says
he is “anxiously awaiing the release of the.
Amiga Technologies fine of machines in
North America.” It is unclear what role a
distributor would play — it has been made
clear by Amiga Technologies that they will
ot spend a dolar on North American mar-
Keting in 1995, and at the recent UK press
and dealer conference they said they were
interested in a ‘partner’ rather than a ‘dis-
tributor.’ This could dramatically change
the way the Amiga is presented to the
market-when an agreement s reached.

‘What truy drives the Amiga market isn't
just the software developers or the dealers
or the distributors. In fact, | daresay they're

condary. Amiga users have stepped up.
where software developers, distributors
and dealers, until very recently, have been
unwilling 1o tread, organising and holding
Amiga shows to keep the dream alive and
to retain active support for their machines,
even if it means being a part of that

‘support. yACH

fimiga (onuention ‘95

that different. Dale Larson and Jason
Compton booked as speakers. Wonder
Computers to anchor the dealer floor. Two
days, ending in a panel discussion. But just
as every city has its own flavour, every
Amiga show has its own lasting - e
impressions. O St VS S Ot
 one, AC '95 ook a different approach to the off-floor entertainment. Whil;
AmiJAM was very heavy on speeches and presentations, booking two different
rooms through most hours of the day, AG had only one presentation room, which hads
demo, music, and graphics compefitions in addition to the booked speakers. Thes
organisers plan to make the winning entries freely available on Aminet FTP.

On the floor, the dealer presence was more noticeable, perhaps because they:
were cramped more closely fogether —a testament to the number that were booked.
Dealers Oby's Amiga Computing Shop, GixBase, and National Amiga were on hiand;
with products to sell. Pre'Spect Technologies had their own display of products
including the MultiFace Il and IV cards, which they now manufacture on license from
bsc, the original development company. AsimWare were on hand with theif
ASIMCDFS CD-ROM filesystem, complete with CD32 emulation, which presiden
Paul Reeves took delight in demonsrating by playing hours of Super Stardust CD32.

While he did not man a dealer table for long, Hal Greenlee had fiyers on hand and
on display for the Micronik 4000 Tower, a custom Amiga 4000 tower System manus
factured in Germany with a special daughterboard offering expanded siots for the

joned, Wonder Computers had a large display of software and|

hardware at their tables, including enhanced New Horizons software. Rick Sulpiziog

distributor of the MacroSystem Germany product ine in Canada, had the V-Lab

Motion set up for impressive displays of real-time non-linear editing:

Unfortunately, he did not have the Draco 060-based Amiga-compatibles

non-iinear editing computer with him. (See the exclusive review of thef
Draco in this issue — ed.)

Most dealers kept a cheery disposition as the 12-hour days
marched on. Oby's sold every copy of Gloom they brought (great}
assisted by the fact that they had a two-player networked display sel
up for attendees to play), and National Amiga covered the entire cost
of the tip the first day.

Dale Larson, who now makes his iving as President of Intangible

Assets Manufacturing, gave his presentation on networking Amigas ~

logical choice, since his company produces Amiga Envoy 2.0 and the book
Connect Your Amigal, as well as publishing Dave Haynie’s Deathbed Vigh
‘documentary and DiskSalv utiity.

Al Mackey of MegaBall fame gave a stunning art demonstration on Digtal
Creations' Briliance paint program. | made the mistake of leaving the room when &
Tough sketch was on the screen, and when | retumed two mintes later, a full-colout
cartoon drawing greeted me.

My speech was a consolidated version of the two speeches on emulation | gave &l
AmiJAM. The crowd induiged my strange desires to play old Commodore 64 games;
on Amiga screens.

The panel discussion closed the event with Dale Larson, Peter Cherna (also late of
Commodore and now employed on PC development at Scala), Greg Scott, presides
of National Amiga, and myself. Most of the audience's questions were aimed at the
former Commodore folk, feeling out
their theories for future develop-
ment and the potential for the
‘Amiga in the marketplace.

Paid attendance was
foughly that of the registered
attendance at AmiJAM.
Those that came had
essentially the same

products? When will we be sup-
ported? When will we be con-
vinced that this isn't Commodore
all over again? Bob Luneski(centr), Prosident of Oregon Research.




The Fall & Rise in Amiga
Frame Grabbin

toGrab™ has caused a Real Fall in the Price of §L Frame Grabbing
- the Rise in Standards speak for thems ves’

The revolutionary NEW S-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus, with Teletext, is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it also costs less than any of is rivals. This real
time, PAL'SECAM-NTSC, 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time has received rave reviews for its ease
of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab Plus™ is now S-VHS compatible too!
ProGrab™ has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine!
And... with ProGrab™ you neednt be an expert in Amiga Video Technology either.
A simple 3 stage operation ensures the
right results - Real Time, after time.
STAGE 1
e Country Seect any video source with SVHS or comy
e Watc be your camcorder, TV with SCART output, satelite rece
including SVHS L domestic VICR/player or standard TV sigr

ugh

on One

hardware grabs frar

focity on the sourc
capturing facty fom ether TV o
TV o download and view the full mage on your Aig
RS v ot STAGE 3.

Use the imag

r favourie word processor, DTP or Graphics packaq

Pro-GRAB.

ProGrab™ really does make
P it that simple!

+ PCMEIA Inertac
.m.mmy £29.95
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Reader Offe
AM‘GA Brings yo

e ODSESSIO

With a score of 87%, PLUS a Gold Award to boot, Obsession u
comes highly recommended from the Amiga Computing team.
With our sister magazine Amiga Action giving it

a score of 86%, Obsession should definitely
not be missed. %

And here’s your chance to
. SAVE over 25% on the RRP and get your very
. own copy of this fantastic game for only £21.9!

Obsession has four unique tables jammed full of special features
bonuses and much, much more to keep you on the edge of your
seat. So hurry and put pen to paper, fill in the form below and pop
it the post NOW to get your own copy of OBSESSION.
L L L )

r Priority order form I

I YES! Please rush me my copy of OBSESSION
| now at the amazing price of £21.95!

Please send my goodies to:
Name -

Address.

1 wish to pay by:
[ Chequelpostal order payable to IDG Media

[ Creditcard
card No. (1] CTT T [T CILL] EwinOate

spacialofr

Posicode Daytime phone I
] ks box you 60 NOT wish o1 I
TR days for delivery I
Now send your completed form to: Meriin Offer, IDG Media , FREEPOST,
(5K3038) Media House, Adlington Park, Macciesfield, Cheshire SK10 4NP
L----———--——-J
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ypical — Gommodore create a
way for a program to be able
10 load any type of file type it
ds 10, and o one uses it

eded is a program that will sit in
een the datatypes and the applica-
llon program, quietly converting any

5 that are loaded.

Datachrome is meant to do exactly
hat. Once activated it willintercept any

Workbench, Datachrome wil inercept
Severy icon file and convert It to an IFF
Hile. Thi is then passed to Workbench

hich, not surprisingly, gets very
onfused

INTERCEPTING
Another side effect s that any pro-
ms that use external graphics will

5 MU already supports datatypes.

The general side effect is that the
Datachrome message requester pops
1p unexpoctedly, which is both annoy-
ing and slows the computer down

Auailable
datatypes

R

hrome:

‘Sun Raster

Datatypes were introduced with version 3.0 of the
Amiga's operating system and are based on the
sbject-oriented design methodology, part of which
cludes the need for logic normalisation.
What does that mean? | hear some of you cry.
Well basically, why should every programmer, for

Preaching t
tonuerted

Datachrome executable is only 14k, so
wil ft on a floppy with no probler at all.

‘The actual Datachrome program is
very simple, comprising two tick boxes

version requester. It is possible to
change the directory where the

Load Jpegs
into DPai

interface to load any supported type of file format,
some of which may or may not be known to the
programmer now or in the future.

The PNG datatype is a prime example of this.

release of the PNG datatype, their program can
load PNG pictures just as easily as if they were
Datatypes allow programmers 1o use a single  IFFs,

int
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0 the

Transparently import
any picture format into
any program. Sounds
like a good idea to
[leil Mohr

temporary converted files are stored
“This last point is of particular use to hard
drive users because you can save pre-
cious memory by using the hard drive to
store the converted fle.

In general use Datachrome work fine
— programs ke Final Witer, Dpaint and
Brilliance all work perfectly with
Datachrome. My main criticism is the
actual control program ~ it is far too
basic. For starters, it should have been
implemented as a commodity, allowing
the usual hot keys to activate and deac-
tivate Datachrome and to pop the GUI to
the front. It would also be very handy if
you could have a list of datatypes to
exclude from conversion, along with a
list of programs Datachrome should
ignore.

e 10 the problems with Data-
chrome intercepting allthe load calls, it is
not possible 10 leave it running in the
background as it ust interferes with other
programs far 100 often. Datachrome does
what it says it should do, the proble is,
it could do it a tte better.

Lhe bottom line

Product: DataChrome
Supplier: Chroma

Price: £29.95
Phone: 01328 862693

E:
Implementation
Value for money
Overall

oNu®
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NEW TITLES

<'HOW TO ORDER

Public Domain Prices
Each Public Domain Di

Posiage On i Orders

ogue rm

Key
sk 99 [WB2:] Worbench2e

[WBS] Workbench 35
120] ' Number of Disks
Tore TMBI Minimum Meman
UTora " AGAI For AGA Machi
0301 Minimum P
WD) Hard Drie Neoded

BUY 10 PD DISKS GET 1 FREEN

Mako al Gnoaues and Pos

tal Orcers Payabe 1
'ACTIVE SOFTWARE

_|MAIN LIBRARY

I.A‘I'EST CARDS

@2

220
o naTaL)

Have you been Gloome(ﬂ

[Fears 2 out 1ate August, same prices
for Gloom. Look out for extra levels o
both games out in the next few month!

GRAC v1.10

£6.99

e
Fl LICENCEWARE

BLACKBOARD 4

£6.99

MAGIC PAINT BOX

£6.99




) GD-ROM SOFTWARE

F¥ LICENCEWAREIPHANTASMAGORIA

volume one - FI-O'I to F1- IDD o backgrounds and textures

NEW - UPDATED VERSION
7~ New Search Routine

v New 'Nu! K:ys' Function

\MINET COLLECTION
March 35 ense
iy
August 95
October 95 _[Pre-Order] £11.99
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Better than Amiga World

| am writing to tell you how grateful | am to receive your magazine, Amiga Computing, in
fulfiment of the remainder of my subscription to Amiga World. These have been trying
days for Amiga owners in the United States, with supplers and publishers closing shop

or switching to PC-related products.

| am delighted by the depth of the articles in your magazine, as evidenced by ts thick-
ness in my mailbox, | am also quite pleased that you publish a US edition complete with
US advertisers. It is good to see that there are stil some loyal businesses supporting

the Amiga community in the States.

1 also look forward to upgrading to your Gold Subscription. | have tried your
CovaDais e s ik PR of foreign periodicals are almost criminal

s keep up the good work, tis not unappreciated here.

Fobert J Bruce, Kansas USA

I'm pleased that you like our new edition of Amiga Computing. We are proud to

offer what we consider 1o be the best advice
ute news reporting and in-depth tutorials, and to paraphrase Al

up to the mi
Jolson, you ain't read nuthin' yet!

Singing our praises

| must wite to congratulate and thank all
of you for providing a valuable and infor-
mative publication. You do justice to the
Amiga by representing the qualities of
the machine, notably creativity and
enthusiasm. Perhaps the best compli-
ment | can give is that you really seem to
enjoy doing what you are doing.

For instance, if | take a look at your
August ‘95 ediion, in the ImageFX v2.1
review, | immediately notice that you're
not saying ‘ImageFX does this.
Instead, you're saying 'l am happy 1o use
ImageFX' or ‘This seems odd to me... or
‘Maybe you really ought to ook at this'
etc. See the difference? Of course,

flicked through. They are all ‘Mhz' and
Windows X.Y."

You get this feeling running up your
spine that that's all PCs are. But when
you getyour hands on an Amiga, it like
Hey, what shall we do now — music, art?
It's friendly and it's shaped by you. One
of my friends owns a PC and allthe time
he's saying: ‘What's it doing now’ or ‘Its
run out of memory’ étc.

Please keep up the good work — you

ful thing ever made, but doesn't

wm n work in Europe?
are the onl

drive. Congratulations on informing

I've seen in the news pages of issues 88 and 89

your the incredible Zip Drive which
acts like a 100Mb removable hard disk, and in
the future there will be a version which wil also

uest
drive? Is it only in the USA or s there a distribu-
tor here in Europe? I've seen a review of it in a
US magazine which says it is the most wonder-

an address
‘where you can buy the drive. If | buy it in the US.

ice on new products and old alike, with

provide a kind of parenthood over the
Amiga users.

Finally, | would be pleased to hear any
comments you might have about the
future of the Amiga and that shadowy
force that is Escom.

C Cousins, Warrington

1 think we do enjoy what we are doing,
and it's for the reasons you give
Although we all get frustrated wh-n
the Amiga crashes, it's normi
because we want to carry on hnvlng
fun. As for Escom, read our piece by
Gareth Lofthouse on the recent press
conference that took place in
Heathrow.

True fans

As an avid Amiga user for eight years it
is still good to see such enthusiasm from
other Amiga users. After the Commodore
fiasco, it's obvious the only people still
reading magazines and writing software:
are true Amiga fans.

If Escom do deliver the goods as
promised, then | am sure the Amiga will
be back in the Spotlight. It was nice to
see the new logo Escom plan 10 use on
our new machines. In my opinion (even

review of the Zip D

Yours
given a CD

CD-ROM version

| hope you don't raise your price as other

ly European ine |
xeln \vm has said something about the le ‘magazines have done as | these any
more — and it's not just me, they have lost
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of new technologies, and will you be doing a full

ihe only Amiga magazine that has
free that is full of interesting things,
and | think it's the first to publish something

nal Paint 6.3. Not only that,
you also had an offer to buy it on a floppy or

<
]
o

Amiga (omputing has recently become an
international publication with a U5 edition
going out to substribers of the now-
defunct Amiga World. It seems from the
amount of mail the change has proved
quite popular with our American cousins. =

thousands of readers because we are not as
rich as they think we are.

Ola sefior Redrado! Check out this month's
issue for a full review of the super Zip. I'm
il liked the Personal Paint featur

the CD we gave away on May's issue. nm

our cover
of the cos

rather that it is the best.

POSTBAG

with the energetc red square) the og
does not appear bod enough

| have subscribed to your magazine
the past, although | have bough thel
magazine at the local newsagen
receny for two reasons
1 Uncertaity about Commodore an
the Amiga
2" The s gfs you have ofered recend
Iy have not Interested me (when aro

C R Redrado, Menorca.

far, and hope to continue to hold it down.



\a new subscriber, formerly an Amiga World

LETTERS

Does anyone are?

A3000 owners and we don't look worried.

received my first issue of your
i with the

Sure, you'll never be able to play AaA
ook is that all

you
uotl’i Would it be more economical? Iupnlu card for? Yes, you can buy un ;‘

others, | don't have the money to u it, 1
.\mply trash my computer and buy a new | do (get Maelstrom, by the way), but PC |
/A4000T, or even an A1200. | have a large bridgeboards are a little thin on the ground at.
investment in my cur nt and would  the moment.

‘appreciate an honest answer or speculation on nmnmm\uwwmm <
X 2:x, which
As you cover the new and exciting develop- Myﬂum'lmiﬂw!mrmlmnon
ments for the new Escom Amiga, please  your machine, then the best thing you can do
femember that there are a lot of s out here IS to immediately upgrade to Workbench 3.1

'A30005 who would like to as this will let you run a 256 colour
stand. We are confused and worried. We would  Workbench on your machine.
appreciate any information you could give us, as Hndw,m-mwmummnn
programs on the disks. Will | ever be wenuumﬁmnnlnywma arides  A3000 and e .

the
to run CD32 games or any of the AGA

G-lm they have
Th-nkyw!uryour-mlhmnuglmml ok of achantages over A4O0e, Incluing &

d what about PC/Mac

LA
an Emplant, will my EGS be able to
colour games and programs avail-
lolﬂlaPC?AnﬂwﬁllPWI?FCbolvdhe
ble for the A3000? How much would it

B Nicholson, Lake Buena Vista, USA

Well now, Mr Nicholson, don't fret. Quite a.

of the staff of Amiga Computing are also

a flicker fixer 50 you can use your Amiga
with any old VGA monitor and not have to
‘worry about not being able to sync down to
15kHz.

ping to change them?) Non-AGA graphics do ot carry the
Needless to say, | wil probably sub- same impact and quality, and our

s00n enougt titles will always pale in compari-

M Clatworthy, Herstmonceux son to those on the

Gommodore, and Escom (2),
dropped the non-AGA
machines for good reason —
this is the 1990s.

This leads onto another
point ~ with the vast majority
of Amiga users who are

unwilling to update their
machines, we will never see
software that can match the fikes
of Word or Word Perfect. Our com-
puters will never be powerful enough.
And i, for instance, Word did appear on
the Amiga, how many people would
buy it?
For that price you could buy yourself
a second-hand A1200 with a copy of
Wordworth 2. | only hope that the Amiga
market will develop and that its users
take note, 5o | can continue 10 use and
support my favourite.machine without
settling for second best.
R Morse, Miton Keynes

might be seen as a shame that

Keep those letters coming! if you
‘can't be bothered to find a bit of
paper and a stamp, why not e-mail
ustbineinspniypmoni i

‘acomp.demon.co.uk
's a £50 pound prize for
the best letter printed as
an ingentive

which one we think is best.

luality products

ead with interest about the CD-ROM

There has been no decision made on
whether the Colchester Zoo CD will
become a commercial product yet.
Ben Vost, the author of the piec
says he hopes it does because it is
really informative and fun to use. The
Squirrel SCSI controller has indeed

nomenal success, with
HiSoft selling them as fast as they
can produce them.

Put this together with the fact that
the survey we conducted at the end
of last year showed that most people
were interested in buying a CD-ROM
drive, and you have a convincing
argument for more developers to pro-
duce quality tities like the Colchester
Zoo o

But it doesn't just have to be limi
ed to edutainment titles either - it

frust that this product is still due for
lease.

e
1 also hope that once the A1200, 4000
d CD325 come back into production,

e Amiga will always be held back.
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Hard drive
worries

've just bought a second-hand A1200
with hard drive, PSU, mouse, manual,
‘and disks complete, except for the Hard
disk install disk version 3.0 and the
Amiga Hard Drive Users guide.

All that was otherwise wrong was
that the keymap was set to American,
resulting in the wrong characters being
produced by the English keyboard.

Could you please tell me where |
might buy the above disk and manual

D R Bartnel, London

ake it from your letter that the hard

was new. Unfortunately, this was
always the only way you could

Technologies remains to be seen.
You could try contacting them on
01628 771

Alternatively, should you have no
luck with that avenue of enquiry, you
can try any of the numerous PD
libraries whose adverts grace our
pages and ask them if they have a
public domain or shareware equiva-
ent of the Commodore installer. You
will quite likely be offered RDPrep
which is excellent, although it
doesn't actually come with a manual.

would be really nice to see some
original CD-based games that don't
rely on CD32 emulation, but that ran
from Workbench or a CD32. Any.
offers?




SRl P D on o SHAREWARE]

ubli

Cl
]
] ‘\'

sector

Dave (usitks plunges an appendage
intg the P pile and plucks out a

plethora of premier products

‘ utumn marches ever onward, and before we
now it Christmas will once again be upon us.

It's over a year now since | took over the
relgns of Public Sector and that time has seen

things never change.
The quait of my alitereive siandirgs is, for exam-
ple, as feeble as ever, and the quality of the PD and
shareware Amiga Computing receives has remained
‘consistently high...

Entreme Amos #1

Produced by: Carl Drinkwater
Available from: PD fibraries

It's not often that the first issue of

sion. This is particulary so in the case
of those conceming Amos programming
as the vast majority tend to be
disappointing, insubstantial products.
Understandably, since this is the first

m Amiga Computing
R
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Extrome Amos boasts

MUSIC

o the montnlis

Surfing On The
Jazz Wave

Produced by: The Grooving Brothers
Available from: 17 Bit Software
Disk No. 3828 A/B

“What you gonna do when there ain't no
swing?’ asks the tile screen of this curi-
ous production. Speaking personally I
probably throw a party, but for those
rather more favourably inclined towards

o o excetont Ames
Prepe e oo Ertrte

issue, the content of some of the articles
is a litle thin. This is forgivable though,
because at least the topics covered are
more adventurous and interesting than in

50 0n make up the bulk of the magazine,
and Extreme Amos also makes no secret
of its close links with Mushroom PD,
which claims 10 be the second largest
Amos-only PD library in the country.
Extreme Amos also distinguishes itself
because it employs a stylish Workbench-
like interface for article selection which

Artcore

Produced by: Scoopex

Artcore is a slideshow with a differ-
ence. Whereas ordinary slideshows
present the viewer with a series of

D ———

Essentiall, Suring On A Jazz W:
an immaculately presented collection
2cd jezz tnes, il beautiuly sampl
is sort of music d

ol o me, but if i g
thing then you'l ove this disk ~

inclusion of spinning texture-mapy
balls and spiralling pictures of top suj
‘modes

makes a welcome change to the usul
scrolling text-based lists.

‘added bonus, the second of the
two disks on which Extreme Amo|
comes contains two excellent programd
‘which demonsirate effectively what Ame
is capable of in the hands of good
authors. The first of these, Paul Burkey's|
Piles O' Tiles, is an enjoyable ShanghaH
style game in which the objective is to
remove pairs of ‘Free tles — those whi|
are not surrounded by tle stacks of equal
heights. In the mould of numerous
great puzzle games, it is simple bul
enormously engaging.

The second program is a magic eye
picture creator called TERDS (standing
for Totally Excellent Random Do
Stereograms). Written by magazine prod
ducer Carl Drinkwater, this is one of the
better programs of its type, offering vark
ous options for twiddiing with the RDS)
creation process.

Both TERDS and Piles O' Tiles are
decent titles in their own right, but com-
bined with the first issue of a promising
new diskmag they become even
more attractive. This is a package worth
investigating.

pictures, one after another, with
‘some awful tune wibbling away in the
background, Artcore allows you to
explore a texture-mapped 3D dun.
geon-style ‘gallery’... with some awful
tune wibbling away in the back
ground.

It's surprising how much such z

mple idea adds to the interest

where the prefix ‘Virtual' is often hap
pily slapped onto computer versions
of real-life experiences and held up
as examples of advancing technolo-
ay, it is perhaps fitting that the com
mon computer slideshow should be
overhauled in this manner.

What about the pictures though?




Super Skiddy Things 3
On le

Programmed by: Simon Hitchen
Available from: PD Libraries

This amusing little two-player racing
game is just the thing for those lengthen-
ing Autumn evenings. The aim is to

iguide your rubber-suited Penguin around
e of the four tracks before your oppo-
nent does. The thing s, since the tracks
are constructed on ice, there tends to be

The title scroen inciudes ping-pong
game...iftoon yoars ago this sort of thing
0.8 Grandstand Video Game System would
Bave been al the rage

I, admittedly if they were in a
conventional slideshow they
wouldn't grab the attention particu-
iarly. The fantasy images are all pret-
iy typical: a couple of monstrous
tities and the obligatory naked
omen in bizarre and highly unlikely
The standard of artwork
throughout is high but imagination is
alittle lacking in some cases.
it's slightly dronic really that what
s first and foremost a slideshow
should impress largely because it
lones the often-imitated PC blast-
fest Doom, albeit, of course, without
the violence. But it's a nice idea, and
one I'd like to see attempted again in
the near future — and given the stun-
ning lack of originality displayed in
the demo scene sometimes, | think
it's highly likely that | wil

a fair bit of skidding around, making this
a slightly trickier exercise than might
be imagined... especially when the
track slippiness setting is adjusted for
minimum grip.

Top graphics and decent sound defi-

nitely help, but as ever t's the playabilty
which makes or breaks a game. Super
Skiddy Things 3 is not only very good
fun, but its the sort of game you and a
friend could end up playing for quite
some time.
‘Admittedly it does not demand a great
deal of brainpower, but this is, if any-
thing, in the game’s favour. And in the
unlikely event of one of you becoming
bored with skidding around the tracks at
high speed, the title screen also features
a simple ping-pong game.

and then stare.
bictures for hours on end

Owing more than a lttie
to Skidmarks, Super
Skiddy Things 3in ai its
oraphical splendour

PD and SHAREWARE |

1want to hear from you f you have any
program, whatever its purpose, which
you consider worthy of review. Whether
it wil be freely distributable public
domain, shareware or licenceware, if
you feel it of sufficient qualy to mert

a cover leer detailing the disk conents
and price and giving some basic
instructions. The magic address is:

Dave Cusick
PD submissions
Amiga Computing
Media House
Adiington Park
Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Belle’s Paint

Programmed by: Philip Drake
Available from: SaddleTramps PD
Disk No. A115

A charming paint package written in
s Professional and boasting a
decent selection of tools. In addition to

Amiga Computing|
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the compulsory fine and shape togs, it is
possible to tum on fines of vertical and
horizontal eflection symmetry, zoom in
to work in detail on tricky areas, and fil
in areas with preset patters. At the ciick
of a button the screen can also be
flipped either horizontally or vertically.

While its scarcely a rival for Personal
Paint or Brilliance, or even DPaint,
Belle's Paint is a competent piece of pro-
gramming which costs a fraction of the
price of commercial altematives. Its also
got some nice touches. For instance,
with a little bit of effort it is apparently
possible to use the program to perform
some video titling functions such as.
fancy wipes.

However the only documents provided
are some very brief ones added by those
nice people at SaddleTramps, so a
degree of experimentation could be nec:
essary to familiarise yourself with this
facilty. | must confess, | couldn't entirely



PD and SHAREWARE

Stauenger

Programmed by: Ben Wright
Available from: Ben Wright

Old game ideas are constantly being resurrected in
the world of PD and shareware, which is not necessar-
ily a bad thing because many golden oidies were a
good deal more entertaining than some recent com-
mercial offerings. Scavenger is essentially Asteroids,
with the slight difference that to finish a level in this
version the player must collect a certain number of
gems, rather than just blow away every asteroid on
e screen.

However, | don't think I've ever played such a diff-
cult Asteroids clone. Scavenger is 5o tough that even
with the maximum possible nine fives | struggled to
stay alive for more than a minute or two.

The strange thing is that despite being almost
impossibly tricky due to what might kindly be
described as quite sensitive controls, Scavenger is
very addictive. There is also the added advantage that
you're not iikely o fiish the game in a hurry.

Yes, the first tme you play it you'l be lucky to last
three seconds before colliding with a giant floating
>
et 10 grips with the process in the limited
time available, but I'm sure others wil

1f you fancy trying your hand at produc:
ing some tiing effects or are just on the
ook out for a no-frills paint package,
Belle's Paint is definitely worth checking

fiemDate &

Programmed by: Andrew Whiteley
Available from: Roberta Smith DTP
Disk No. BU169

If you'e one of those peaple who always
forgets important dates such as birthdays
and anniversaries, then RemDate is the
program for you. It stores these along
with special days, diary appointments.
addresses and telephone numbers, mak-
ing this one of the most comprehensive
personal organiser programs in the public
domain. It can print out in a variety of
ways, including paper of sizes suitabie for
use in pocket personal organisers.

On demand, RemDate will summarise

GEAS 89 LI

chunk of rock. But that won't stop you coming back for
more.
The graphics and sound are reasonable enough,
although they are certainly nothing to get excited
out. The gameplay is a different kettle of fish alto-

gether though,
have this game’s babies.

events in the next few days and inform
you how many days are left before a cer-
tain day such as a birthday, allowing you
o plan accordingly. When entering these
dates in the first place, it is possible to
specity how much warning you want, so
you'l have no excuse for being late with
that anniversary card.

RemDate is also capable of displaying
key events that happened ‘On this day in
history', or in a specified year, and
producing a quote for the day.

s a small program included
called RemDateWB which is designed to
sit in your Workbench Startup drawer.
Then, when you tum on your machine it
will remind you of any events coming up.
RemDateWB can also be configured so
that it only does this once a day, rather
than every time you reboot, which was a
thoughtful inclusion by the author.

The interface s atiractive and the pro-
gram is a joy to use. In short, if your life
is in need of some organisation then
RemDate will be the answer to your
prayers. P

For practically a year now since the launch of the

tional Lottery last November, there has never
been a week go by without at least one Lottery
program arriving in the Public Sector mailbag. it
must be said that the majority are much of a

predictor, whether out of curiosity or because the
Lottery

you've nothing better to do of an evening than
consider endless mult-ticket permutations, then
here’s the Public Sector guide to the three to

has become so important to you that

iginally reviewed in ACS:
Available from: OnLine PD (Disk No. OX101)

4)

Lottery Winner AGA

(O

muchness, and even in the more outstanding
cases. it is very hard 1o tell whether these pro-
grams will improve your chances of winning.
There have been plenty of random number
selectors and even a lottery simulator. One gen-
tleman this month sent in the interesting Talk A
Lottery, designed to literally tell you some ran-

beat.

Pro Lottery 11

(Originally reviewed in AC89)
Available from: Al Prior

This is a demonstration version, with the full version
costing £2.50 from the author. Prediction methods;
based on recognising trends in winning numbers.

MP Lottery 1

(Originally reviewed in AC8S)

imbers, which was at least something
slightly different — but unfortunately it stubbornly
refused to run for me, making it rather hard to try

‘The program | think I'd opt for if | ever bothered
doing the Lottery. This was the first predictor
Amiga Computing received which suggests multi-
ticket permutations, making it very useful to
members of Lottery syndicates.

Available from: Michael Pratt

Attractively presented program, with the added
advantage of costing only a quid, exactly the,

out,
Still, i you fancy getting hold of a proper same price as a Lottery ticket.
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oftware includes...
27":\::::;"':"';":“’6 I";';t;’“ + Photogenics 1.2 SE, Personal Paint 4.6

» 4 WordWorth 4, Datastore 1.1

- Tel: (0115) 964-2828  Digita Organiser/Print Manager
FAX: (0115) 964-2898

AMIGA HAR

 Turbo Calc 3.5, Pinball Mania/Whizz:
HARD DRIVES __NEXTERNAL HARD DRIVE ACCESSORIES

# PLUS FREE Mousemat and Dustcover
Call now to order yours...£389.99

WESTERN DIGITAL AMIGA 4000T

270MB £19999 The Loged sacae srgn R

540MB......12ms....£149.99 420MB £219.99 box holds up to i # 68040 25Mhz. Upgradable to 060.

e e S 52950 ool moses et | | 888040 26Mhz, Upgradablo to
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12 GIG.10ms...£289.99 1.2 GIG. £379.99 R0 R GUANTITY Prices | | @ AT/IDE HD interface, SCALA MM300

TGI8 Tome chase
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n \
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730MB ... 10ms_...£219.99 Froiessionslprnt sudo for e port. Fast 300Kb/Sec transler | | Superfast 68040 running at 33MHz, Built in 68882,
Amiga. Enhance the oulput of rate. Connect up 10 six other
1GIG.......12ms... £349.99

Jour printer inc, 7200P on Sesi sonprorars MMU & Optional SCSI2 controller (3.5MB SEC). One

Epson Syks Colour. Dol Goeee ci0000 | | 72 pin simm socket
SEAGATE Sy £4999 Qi Spocd (600Ks) 29959 | | Estimated speed (30 mips). |
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S 0 o rit U GA e TR Tl 5 e et
12 GIG... 10ms..£250.09 O

IENTIGTTM (| G5650mCs0 running i SOMz Builtin MU & SCSiz
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[T AT WS © pin dot matrix printer. Single o P

Sondn et GDROM controller). Super-fast

S00K0/Sec vansir et
Only. £114.99 Fx400 COROM. £149.99 APOLLO TURBO 1220 ‘
12ms...£129.99 FX400 Plus Tandem CDROM ‘
1oms...£149.99 MODEMS £xao0 Plus Tandem COROM | | Awarded a 90% CU AMIGA SUPERSTAR the 1220 |
10ms...£199.99 EETYETZIN Gombines the best Price/Performance ratio for any
2 e st R st oo o et oy |
TR 02N 4 Compiete wih ail leads, PSU Ineral SCSI COROM DRIVE. | | integrated 68882 FPU, one 72pin SIMM socket (1- |
25" 1DE " P"ﬁ“ and Comms software. Incredible 900Kb/Sec transfer 4MB) Realtime clock. |
— Low Price. £109.99 rate. Pri £99.99 1
340M.....12ms...£169.99 Gy evi00m
ORIV ERMR PRS-l 25,500 EXTERNAL V34

850MB..12ms . £399.99 Super-ast BABT _spproved NISICNTYNGET] "
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i

e e S &n¢ Comms sheet rogaring this amazing | | The new APOLLO A4000 acceleratof
CREIVITEREINEN 0000 e eirase Do Produet, Exemal Quac | | cards fitinto the CPU siot of your A4000
PETYCY LN [T E STl et one vour niomal 56 | | (43000 & 3000T). Comes in 28, 33 and 4omhe
210M8 £179.99 oum 2A|'|' Sor leenires o saatonal | | versions, a x72 pin SIMM sockets, SCSI-2 controller.
270M8 £199.99 win the Golan. Thres ties Merscho) Piios e —— |
9 more powerful than a standard O™ £CALL !

2008 £220.9 Sandar 8 :

540MB. £249.99 PSU £44.99 Please call for your free information
v v::g;:: ::.“n": e pack for the Apoilo range of products.

AIGS"IDE drivs requiea 25 - 35" cabloonly £1500  Chesper price T RO T SMe

‘when fited nto a ABOOIA1200. Drives come prepped,

formatted and installed with 100MB of FREE Public =

Domain software. Al cary a 2, 3 o 5 year waraniy

we will do our best to
beat it

The above SIMMs are 72pin industry standard PS2 70ns.
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(0 5cala turmoil

| have an A1200 with 85Mb
hard drive, and a GVP A1230
11 with 4Mb of RAM. | have
recently purchased an Archos

stating that the machine is out of
memory.
Currently, the only way | can use

Scala and the CD separately?
Kurt Dallas, Middlesex

The Archos CD handler
software is not that bril-

version 11, and that may solve
your problems.
Another way around your prob-

CD software will be started.

Git backs, relaw, put your —
feet up, have a long cool —
drinks. Another bunch of —

ABO0 expansion

7Y ! have a 2Mb Amiga600 and
0= am planning to add an IDE

hard drive and possibly a CD-
ROM via the PCMCIA siot. I'm geting
inlo DTP and want to add Some extra
imemory, but the only way seems to be
o use oither a 2 or 4Mb PCMCIA mem-
oy card, which have seemingly disap-

14600's memory further?
M Toms, Isle of Wight

The A600 really is the

jowner is that it would tie up your

Amiga owners receive —|
enlightenment —

PCMCIA siot. If you plump for a PCM-
CIA card, you could try looking in a
PC (spit spit) magazine, if none of the
Amiga dealers can help.

| do remember a A600 card that
could take either 2 or 4Mb of memory,
S0 it was possible to expand your
AB00 up to 9Mb in conjunction with a

ware you have, but on our February
'94 issue we away ‘The
Publisher’ which is an excellent DTP
package and its main advantage is
that itis extremely fast.

It you really do fancy getting seri-
ous about DTP, you might want to
consider getting a second-hand
A1200 fitted with a hard drive and an
accelerator.

Game gremlins

¥ bought an A500 back i 190
10 which | have added a % Mb
mory expansion card, a

40Mb hard ciive with 4Mb of RAM, The
problem | am having s that | have
installed Civization and Lommings 2

that will not cost an arm and a le
Steve Mellows, Cambridge

It sounds to me like you do

to store the graphics and sounds
used by the games. The A500 you
have probably only has % Mb of chip
memory, and as you are running the
games off the hard drive the amount
of available chip memory is reduced,
50 it cannot get the required memory
to run.

One option is that you could fit a
mega chip expansion board which
would give you 2Mb of chip memory —
very handy for using paint packages,
but it does cost a £150. The other
if you have a revision 6
mother board. You can perform a little
surgery on it which will give you 1Mb

TECHNICA

of chip memory. However, we take no
responsibility for any damage caused
to your machine as a result of per-
forming this operation, and suggest
that you get an authorised engineer to
do the modification for you.

After you have checked that you
have a revision 6 mother board - it
says on the far right - you should
locate three small square solder pads.
labelled JP2, just left of the central
square chip. You need to cut the con-
nection between the bottom two
squares ~ a craft knife is best - and
you do not have to cut very deeply at
all as the solder join is on the surface
and is quite thin. You then have to

TUDE trouble

inot get TUDE

k. What's goin

TUDE, it cannot find it as it only looks at the set path, which
does not include the directory TUDE is in,

What you have to do is first boot up the first disk and
extract the TUDE program into ram:. Next, open up the RAM
disk and from the Workbench menu select the ‘show all fles’

u see a C drawer and the TUDE drawer.

program and every thing should work fine.

Amiga Computing
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Bl TECHNICA

you have a problem? Do
times find yourself poised
Amiga with axe in hand.

profanity at the stubborn refusal of your

behave properly?

p the axe for

pen and paper, jot down your problems,

along with a description of your Amiga

setup, and send it off to Amiga Computing Advice Service,

IDG Media, Media House, Adiington Park, Macclesfield SK10

4NP. Alternatively, e-mail us at ACAS @acomp.demon.co.uk

>

solder a connection between the top
and the middle solder pads.

inally, you need to locate another
three small solder pads labelled JP7a,
found next to the RAM expansion. The
connection between the bottom two
needs 1o be cut. Once done, the bomb
is defused ~ Whoops getting a bit car-

Megabyte of graphics memory.

HmigaEuide guide

W | am wiiog AmigsCuce
documents o | get
tions 1o be i B, i el |

can do it with text, but not the butions,

Also, how do you get AmigaGuide to

launch external applications such as

pictures, animations from within a

document?

Ben Chapman, Bramhall

I Biimey, it could take pages to
= ./ gointo the design and usage

Paul I've just had an id

As far as | can tell, there is no way
of getting the button in an
AmigaGuide to be rendered in any
other style. It ignores the built-in style
commands, and also ignores any
ANSI escape codes you might try.

I you are using AmigaGuide under
0S3.0 or higher, it is possible to do a
link to an external data file. If the data

(D conundrums

1\ Lo S o s o cone o
ying fo configure the system and get t 10

T was o o exvac 1 CDO ke th stoagecek bu i dos ot st 3
the only diivers | have are Aux, Pipe, PCO and PC1. When | use the Octagon HD inst
ool the window comes up with the following:

Matshita CDRom CRB004 1.1f Unsupported

Al Rapeated

11ope you can hlp me out as | am gating sxtremely usrated
Alex Currie, Ayrshite

- The problem you are having is that you do ot have the correct DOS|
- Driver. As someone has kindly pointed out, you will need to copy the.
DOS driver into your DEVS:DosDriver drawer. Unfortunately, onl
AmigaDOS 3.1 came with CD-ROM support, 5o only 3.1 owners will have a
CDRom.handler and accompanying CDO DOS driver in their L: and
However, all is not lost. What you need 1o get hold of is the AmICDRom soft-
ware. This will install the correct driver and handier software to allow you to.
use your CD player. This is available on Fred Fish disks, so any decent PD.
be able to supply y
‘The information dis; by the Install tools shows that the CD is connec-
ted to the SCSI chain. You may still have problems using the CD as it stands.
“This can be cured
by fting a SCS! terminator, which basically Indicates that there are no more
devices attached to the SCS chain.

type is supported, the AmigaGuide
be able to display or play the file.
The link takes the form of a normal
NODE link, but the second part is
the path name of the data file. For

commands from button presses. The

“link', and you have to add a /main’
to the end of the file name ~ don't ask

example: me why you just have to:
STt 4 Picture! Uik NorkiGufée/yPicture R
forkipictare/MyPicture

Using this technique, it is also pos-
sible to do links to other guides,
which are saved as separate files. The
only problem with using the guide to

This will allow you to display a pic-
ture using another AmigaGuide o
MultiView on the same screen, but in

display or play picture and sound files @ separate window — which I think

is that it will be on a blank window, looks better. It also allows the user fo

Which does not look that nice. get rid of the picture whenever they’
Itis possible to execute system ke

Y 1 am wriing to you for help with an
AmigaDOS problem that | have. On my
old ABOOHD with WB2.05, | used to be
able to dump ASCII text or directory listings to
the printer from the GLI, with the following com
mand line:
PRT:

devic files

hem

Now that | have upgraded my machine to an
A1200HD, the above command line wil crash
my machine, and sometimes a prompt will
appear which will ask for a volume with no name.

The hard drive | have is a 120Meg Seagate —
it was in my AB00 but | re-installed it in the
A1200. The boot partition did originally
have WB2.05 on it. All other aspects of g%

Printer predicament

are imploded with imploder, and |
type sitest TO PRT: or list s: TO  use early Explode patch to allow programs

I would like to take this opportunity to congrat
ulate you on an excellent magazine, and also
your ‘Utiity Heaven' CoverDisk was BRILL. Its
great 1o see lots of useful PD programs on your
£ shen s ha oo i

We are always susceptible to
grotesque amounts of praise - glad

Workbench 3.0 files over the old 2.05 files.
Having said that though, using an older ver-
S U S i e ol
not make the computer crash.

e tave o pout xy Noge
early Explode. As it is quite an old patch,
there is a chance that the new OS is doing
something it cannot handle. | would
unimplode all your device and libraries files
because the amount of room you gain is not
that great, and all you are doing is slowing
the computer down because each time it
opens a library or device file it is having to
decompress it, increasing the amount of time
it takes to run programs.

If you really want to compress your system

Richings, Gwynedd

y making

works fine. Most of my executable library and

printing are fine, and | currently get around the .

" you like the magazine so much

As for your problem, | would firstly check
that you have fully installed all the new

files you might want to consider the XPK dis-
tribution, which is usable for any data files,
or the Disk Expander produet.
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Tent message @/@/
display

TUTORIAL

ssembly language programmers
frequently need 10 be able to wiite
text messages back to a Shell win-

w. The good news at this point is that t s
very easy to do and by making use of a few
well chosen macos, you can effectively get
the assembler to write most of the code for
you. This month's example is based on
three macros: WRITEDOS, which sets up a
DOS library Write()function call and CALL-
SYS and LINKLIB which (as regular read-
ers wil already know) are used to generate
the library calling code.

A description of the Wiite() function has
been provided in the accompanying boxout
and you see that for delivering text mes-
sages, this function needs to know the
length of the text string. One way to work
out the number of characters is to actually
count them, but this approach is both
tedious and error prone. A better way is o
get the assembler to do the counting for you
by placing an additional label at the end of
the text, and then using the EQUate direc-
tive to set t o a value based on the current
assembler location counter value minus the
start of the original strng like this:

e st

SUEE U s
The result is that the assembler sets the
second label to the size of the preceding
text string. Now, if we also adopt a conven-
tion whreby the sizes of all srings are rep-

resented by adding _SIZEOF 1o the original

All we need now is a runable example and you'll
d this on the CoverDisk. Of course,

label, its possible to create a macro that
automatically forms the size label from the
string name it is given. The WRITEDOS
‘macro, shown in listing 1, does exactly this
and it therefore allows a programmer to
create text display code simply by writing
statements ike:

W

stdout

Noice at this point that we need to identify
the standard output hande for the Shell
There is an easy-to-use DOS function
called Output() which allows us to obtain

BT R e Fans
looks like

oy Outgut, Wstese
i a1 siout
UNDERNEATH THE SURFACE

Those of you who are new to assembler
coding may find it useful to know what
the assembler does as it encounters
the WRITEDOS macro call. Firstly, the
macro gets expanded to produce these
instructions:

el i) s e
s d1-63

ol stdt, g1 Wttt Hie

el it start of mes

Hnesiage SILEOF, 3
istase

sage
el size of nessage
LSS Vrite, 05 all 1

write essage

onen.l restore regis
4

DS fulicon, stdout tur
BHITEDS aessit, itdost
VRITERS italic oTf,stdowt o

‘And that's basically all there is
‘Shell window text display is

et

Paul Oueraa outlines an easy way to gei
tent messages written to a Shell win

Function Nane:
Description

Return Value:

Description of the Write function

wiEs M

Listing 1: The macro for writing text strings

rn on ftalies
08 1o write
o off ftalics

1o it as far as basic
concemed. So that the.

Amiga system fles, I've.

all wo

included all necessary
values for the function calls.

vector
and the WRITEDOS, CALLSYS and LINKLIB
A in the source itself. The runable form of

the
: course, need to be run from a
 Shell window because it will be to that window that
* the output text will be sent!

Amiga Computing
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Fosidhib bt 2o 05t R

O

fite
Write(tile, buffer.s, dota_to
K W

 han
e mm halding the o
mun - mm o

it

Wit ety it

A Length_uritten value of -1 wiLL indicate an

LBy Lyt

08 output fie handle

Wil
Hsi
Wit

s

The CALLSYS macro also gets expant

producing code which looks like this:

@

-(35)

el staout, 1

T )

(sp)ed1-43

This month's example was actually created
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S pelion s M%Amm Sonre (PGAT 56900
R e'°£ 9.00 SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS MONITORS
60MB £59.00
Basic Colol £189.00
ULTIFACE Il il g Microvtok 1438 £250.00
2 SERIAL & 1 PARAL- 340MB 2179/ Microvitek 1440 £399.00
PORT TO ANY AMIGA SiomB £269.00 Samsung 15° £319,
£109.00 850MB £499.00 gaggzgg i e
. a
TANDEM IDE 3.5” HARD DRIVES MEMORY
IDE controller card for your 420MB £129 £129 30 eATIETD
Q“(‘;‘g:n‘eifoa (géﬂrgga\lows you g?gmg E:gg gs; Pin Pin Pin
12!
choice or just another Hard 1-GIG £299 £399 a» o= =
Tandem card Only £69,00 ALFA-POWER ame Sgg ENiA g;ég
Tandem card & Triple speed CD  £169.00 HARD D|SK ZlF’ RAMS 16MB  £4290 EN/A £399
Tandem card & Quad speed CD  £199.00 FOR AMIGA 32MB  EN/A yi’:/{g £799
EXTERNAL s2ou 10000 100MB ACOELERATOR CAD
g byl PICASSO Il
FLOPPY£39.95 a6 sasa00 ZIP DRIVE BOARDS
‘ 199.
AT LASTAMIGA 1S BACK, SYEQQEIOEDST 248 CRASPHICS BOARD FOR
IGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £399.00 Picasso IMB  £219.00
IGA A1200 (WITH 6SME HARD DISKi gaa900  DRIVES, ~ Foassoovs  e2a000
IGA A1200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK)  £469.00 . .
IGA AT200 (WITH 120M3 HARD DISK)  2489.00 TobMis £330 379 Empla;]n ;" g
A1200 170M! RD DI £509.00 200MB £339 £389 ilal m
IGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK)  £569.00 2708 _ 205 avaﬁ 296060
MIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK)  £669.00 “SiiSSEsstese’ "
MIGA A1200 (WITH 810MB HARD DISK) £919.00 Sl SieAt CCESSORIES
AMIGA A500/600/1200 PSU 534 95

A500 INT. FLOPPY DRIVE

ASDO/IZDD INT FLOPPY DHIVE£45 W

2.5" HDISK CABLE £10.00

" TO 3.5" HDISK CABLE KIT £15.00
PARALLEL FRINTER CABLE £6.00

AMIGA VGA £15.00

AMIGA TF!ACKBALL £35.00

AUTO JOVSTICK SWITCH 215680

£2.

26 FORE STREET, UPPER EDMONTON, Lonoon N1B 2XA
0181- 345-6868 EMAIL‘ gasteln@dlrcon.co.uk
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by A has ki s
s of software

when it was released it only he

ittt O
callod Prim, the olher a piece of Music sltwars thal Debbie

Harry sang along 1o at the launch of the Ami

“The situation has changed somewhat over the fast ten years,
with a particular concentration in the arenas the Amiga started
with, namely graphics and music. And of course, there's a lot of
Software out there that might not be famiiar to you, especially if
you are a relatively new Amiga owner. SO let’s plunge straight into

our categories and have a look at what's available.

Graphical glory

Let's start with the category that launched
the Amiga — graphics. With a wide
selection of paint packages at our disposal,
we have always been well catered for.
We've got the Paints (D, P and TV) and
Brillance, and we've got the know-how to
use them. For a long time, the only choice
that had to be made was whether you
were going to buy DPaint or not do any
graphics, but DPaint’s thunder has been
‘somewhat stolen over the past three or so

rs by two new contenders; Brillance
‘and Personal Paint,

Personal Paint’s start was somewhat
shaky. It looked like a sub-standard DPaint
clone and behaved like one in some
respects too. I stil only offers painting in
256 colours on screen (no HAM or HAMS),
but it does now have an animation system
and many more features besides.

f the more interesting ones
include a virtual memory system for manip-

si
Stereograms relatively painiessly (unti you
have to ook at them, of course). It also has
both whole-mage and brush-based image
processing functions, o you can paint

also the only native paint package that

Briliance actually consists of two paint
packages, one for normal register paint,
and a version for use under HAM which
saves out 24-bit files. DPaint is stil going

move requester, but it stil seems pretty
slow and its not going to get any faster.
There is one other dedicated paint
package available for the Amiga, but you
need 1o have a pretty stonking machine to
take advantage of it. The tie in question
is TVPaint which now supports layering
effects like Photoshop (although it is fmit-
d to only three layers) and improved
speed and fluidity in its painting tools.
However, as | already said, you are going
to need a fat wallet o get it. Not only does
it cost somewhere in the region of £400

for the software, you really need at lea
14Mb RAM and a fast graphics card

use it. Having said that, it is the only o
of the packages | have mentioned trd
supports pressure-sensitive graphi

tablets property.

® Deluxe Paint V £59.95 Emerald
Creative Technology 0181-715 8866

© Personal Paint v6.3 £39.95
Amiga Computing 01625 878888

® TV Paint 3 £329.95 Activa UK
0181-402 5770

rilliance 2 £45.95 Emerald
Creative Technology 0181-715 8366

properly supports graphics cards. Briliance

also an innovative package geared
towards the artist rather than the computer
fiend, it has supert ools for animation and
an interesting, if somewhat unfamiliar  to
afficionados of the DPaintPPaint layout
interface.

Video, The last bastion of Amiga superiority. Only the

Amiga makes direct genlocking or recording 10 video

s el e

such, we have some stonking video titing packages

S 4s Goala. Bogadonst The I, Montage 24 and

Big Atematie Scroller 2 to i on for &l our GG
needs.

s the big daddy of them all. More than a
video titler really, Scala can be put to use as a Point
Of Information display tool or interactive mulimedia
presenter. Scala comes in a variety of guises, from
the simplicity and small scale of HT100, all the way
up 10 1400, otherwise known s InfoChannel
InfoChannel is designed as a distributed informa-
tion system and is used to control video walls and
hotel TV systems. In the middie somewhere is Scala

Amiga Com,

NOVEMBER 1995
———

MMA400 — we reviewed it earler this year ~
of Amiga multimedia packages. With the abilty
scale fonts on the fly, have wipe effects both onto
and off the screen, and load almost any type of
picture file format suitable for video work, Scala has
a ot hidden under its bonnet

© Scala MM400 £249.95 Emerald Creative
0181-715 8866

@ Montage 24 £259.95 Emerald Creative
0181-715 8866

Alternative Scroller 2 £49.95
Emeraid Creatue 0161715 5568




Musical moments

other launch platform for the Amiga, music has
been a passion for Amiga owners with com-
tike Danny Elfman {Esghoic nghlmlvu

9 the Amiga, one beng MID! sequsced music
g packages like Bars and Pipes or MusicX, the
e aenat e o chip tunes using
ike Powertracker or OctaMed.
e of mods, as the tunes
re called, avai

Fallowing on from last month's super Amiga
Feature, Ben Uost takes a looks at some of
the best software available for your machine

its tracker programming. On the tracker front, you
an only buy one product and that is OctaMed, but
there aro umptoan Pro, Power, Noise, Biahdiblah

he Aminet, but | digress. The toppest of top notch
DI sequencers for the Amiga has to be Bars and
pes Professional. Indeed, Andy Bishop, one of
r Vision's directors and no mean muso hi
, has said on numerous occasions that he can
ihings with Bars and Pipes that sl can't be done
any other platform, so it must be true.
Other contenders in the MIDI music field include
relatively recently updated MusicX and even
w integrated MIDI sequencing info

Pipes Professional £215 While
Knight Technology 01920 822321

® MusicX £49.95 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181-715 8366

® Octamed 6 £40 RBF Software.
01703 785680

machine with at least a 68020 and 4Mb.
RAM 1o run well, but for those with a hum-
bler specification, there is always Final
Copy or Wordworth SE. Wordworth SE is.
merely a cut-down version of the full pack-
age, whereas Final Copy is actually a dif-
ferent program geared towards lower end

machines. Of course, i you want total con-
rol over your page layout, you will amost
certainly want 1o go for PageStream 3. This
is a fully-blown, almost-professional DTP.
package. | say almost professional
because there are certain features that
remain to be implemented including,
perhaps most importantly, the ability to
produce colour separated documents
Without this ability you wil be fimited to
either working in greyscale or printing on

maively, go for a copy of
ProPage, now resurrected by LH
Publishing who are able to offer it for

249.95. However, this doesn't alter the fact
that the poduct i fo onger in develop-

e clin o there hasn't really

been anything to match Superbase’s domi-
nation of the market, but with new databas-
es from HiSoft (Twist2), Softwood (Final
Data), and Dok (Da!aSlme) perhaps
there will be ;
Hone 6 o duilile | vk ierkna
seem to have the depth presented by
Superbase Professional.

When it comes 1o spreadsheets, the
Amiga is even less el served, with on!
‘TurboCalc really in the running, although
there is a new title on the horizon with

inal Calc.

siyles 1o text and a “ab feature that
ds 0 be seen to be understood.

the batti for speed at word process-

Final Writer wins hands down. It also
s with more fonts and clp art than
mwonn | o susporia Arexx
of people don't fike Final

s really need a hard drive and a

© Final Writer v4 £74.95
Gordon Harwoods 01773 836781

® Wordworth £79.95 Emerald
Creative Technol
0181-715 8866

0181-715 8866

® Final Copy £49.95 Gordon
Harwoods 01773 836781

£49.95 LH Publishing
01908 370230

® Wordworth SE £44.05
Emerald Creative Technology
0181-715 8866

Harwoods 01773 836781

® PageStream 3 £174.95
Emerald Creative Technology

Professional Page v4.1

® Twist2 £89.95 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181715 8366

# Final Data 2 £39.95 Gordon

@ DataStore £45.95 Emerald
Creative Technology
0181-715 8866

Superbase 4 Professional
£120.95 HiSoft
01525718181

® TurboCalc £49.95 Emerald
Creative Technology
0181715 8866

Amiga Computing
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on since then — indeed ADPro is no longer being

updated and the company

formery known

as ASDG

(now Elastic Reality) is working on producs for pret-
ty much any platform other than the Amiga. But its

not a great loss.

as the last version of ADPr0 was

distinctly disappointing and we have some superb

2w packages to play with

First up is ImageF/X which has gone from

strength to sirength since its inception as GVP's in-

features and file formats that are supported has  feel
grown apace. However, the real star of tis year has

was. With a long pedigree, LightWave is
probaby the best-known 3D package for
the Amiga now, but you shouldn't forget
the brilliant contribution made by
Imagine to the Amiga's standing in the
3D arena.

There are also unknown quantites in
the form of Maxon Cinema 4D and
Reflections, two German ray tracers of
repute, both of which will be released
over here. Lightwave is the one 1o go for
e s o 0w i (o
can get uiites that generate explosi
gravity, hair, flocking e, ot
tracking, and 5o on and so on.

There is another 3D package that
dossnt seem 10 got as much press as the
other two, namely Real 3D. The older
versions were quite simple 0 use, but
wih the introduction of Real 3D v2, Real
became a lot more complex. Real3D is
suited 10 people who wish to

the objects in your sce

With Rieal 3D it is even possible to go
bowling and see the results, albeit a lot
more slowly than you would if you just
went down o your local bowling alley.
As with any processor-intensive soft-
ware package, you will find yourself
growing old if you are waiting for your

ss0r power before you go and
\ash ot an ono o thesa packages.

Photogenics

@ LightWave 4 £tbc from Cybersystems 01843 292150

@ Imagine 3.x £99.95 from Emerald Creative 0181715 8866
© Real 3D v3 £319.95 from Activa UK 0181-402 5770

® Maxon Cinema 4D £199.95 flom HiSoft 01525 718181

mput

o 1
NOVEMBER 1995

to be Almathera's superb Photogenics package. |
could have put this in with the graphics section, but |
| Photogenics is not quite strong enough 1o sit in
with the all-purpose graphics packages; where it

scores is as a 24-bit paint and process 100, par
larly suited to retouching scans and generating i
ning backcrops and composite pictures. Wit

ate is only limited by your febrie imagination.

® ADPro v2.5 £139 Emerald Creative
Technology 0181-715 8866

© ImageF/X v2.1 £249.99 (but look for
special offers) from Wizard Developments
01322 272908

® Photogenics v1.2 £59.95 from
Almathera 0181-687 0040

There are always some things that cannot
be pigeorholed but shouldn' be forgotten
because that s the case. It the same
story with Amiga software. There are cer-
tain tles,like Distant Suns, that it uneasily
into categories like educational. Its as
close a fit as we are likely 10 get, but why
categorise them at all? So here’s my
(admittedly imitec) selection of misft bits
of software that are just to good not to
mention

First up might as well be Distant Suns.
Mike Smithwick's superb bit of asironomi-
cal software should be in anyone who
even has the vaguest interest i the night
sky's software collection. You can spend
hours trawling around the ephemeris,
tracking comets and planets, finding out
morerfomaton on sar ystms ookng
at close up pictures of the moon
Simoes ke hing The Sk at NEHE on
your Amiga

And that really sad fink brings me onto
our next selection, pop pickers — Arink.
Aink is one of those products that you
might never hear about, but would come in
eally handy for you. You might have diff-
culty geting a copy of it now that you do
know abou i, but you should be abie o at
least ry the number at the bottom of this
section f you are interested.

So what does t do? Basically speaking,
using Aink, you can control any infrared
device witin range of your Amiga. Aiink

is specifcally aimed at DTV people
want to control their VCRSs from
Workbench screen and consists of a
box at the end of a cable which plugs ¥
your second mouse port.

You can recreats your video's
control on the screen using DPaint
then make areas on the brush ot 5o
they act as buttons whose functions
sot within ArLink's interface. It a re
simple system and one that wo
extremely well

My third and final treat is a piece
Software that s variously described as
programmer’s tool, which is true:
programs like ProGontrol and Fi
Factory have been writen using it -
as a multimedia package, which is
rue since several POI systems have
created using . I's both. Its CanDal
program with a six-year pedigree,
have used it to create my AmITCP

rogram and a couple of front-ends

o
slide show-type affais.

@ Airlink £tbc Cybersystems ‘
01843292150

@ Distant Suns £27.95 HiSoft
01525718181

@ CanDo £220.95 Emerald Creative
01817158366

Wil there be more?

So hers you b

o

it. A short guide to the best software for your Amiga. There ar

il be able to print a continuation of this article at some point dealing with
tegories, we'll se
In the mean time, do go out and buy some of the software I've told you about b

Your continued support of t

Amiga software market will ensure future versior
the software that is still being developed, and make

sure our remaining softv

doesn't go the way of ADPro, ProPage, DPaint, Brilliance and all those others.
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P .
A suryvival yuldstfor purdULes

Ex-Crimewatch pi r
has strong views on family computers

The biggest
day of your life

The first day at school is more
traumatic for parent than child

National Curriculum
- help or hindrance

What does it mean to your child?

Number crunching
Helping 7-11-year olds with their
maths at home and school

Spoilt for choice

We gave one family £1,500 and
told them to buy a computer

——— For further information, ring 01625 878888 ————

A guide to education for

3-11 year olds




VL OB (1 ISR 1200 [IOUT
-+ GREY-TRONICS LTD-CD

i LOWEST PRICES
A 2 BEST SERVICE
= RAPID DELIVERY

SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800

SALES HELPLINE 0181 686 9973 / 0181 781 1551
DISKS DISKS DISKS , LOCKASLE i) g VY ITy W T TN YT

100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE XES L TTANDARD PACK 1s
05/0DGrade A+ DS/HD by

£15.99 tll99+100mp\oc|<ub|nbcx kil b

£27.99 ....£28.99 + 100 cop lockable box ... Ad

£41.99 + 2 x 100 lockable b

:smdx\v-' kable b

~£7699 + 3 x 100 lockable b

: CIOIW+AxI lockable box . Ad

sooas"Duks. .99 .£126.99 + 5 x 100 lockable box....Ad

3.5" Disks. ﬂMWHOx]OOk(Hva Add £30.00

Fl:! LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE AMIGA 4000 'ovlin

40001 c
SECICATIONS 0O o $Hb Moty
e, |2 Gg SCSI Drv, Sclo 300 prs- Mu

7 Games Peks $X Mol Exporsion-— 2191 e
ot :fm-"“"" ; FUSION VIDEO GENLOCK
o
e
2 ‘Commodore Original X E 69.5
£194.99 Sy X 120Mb 25" £99.99
v e I TS
INTERNAL 35 + CABE + 50

270Mb 35...£12099  540Mb Y i
|420Mb 35 £149.99  1000Mb. 99.99 PANASONIC 2135
2NCOLOR

Overdrive

o
== FS%

oo UGN o

2Mb Ram. £127  Ahentive. o e
6 Rom. 8187 Alermotve romor Mase) oy cabie

Colo =
S e
EEaie- " on 35 SO
— 1] 100 Cop 99
g — op drove:
2.00 pap. 9 JBN60 Cor o s 9.5

CROYD




LOZELLS
BIRMINGHAM

B19 1PP
TEL: 0374 6780

TEL OR FAX: 01827 6!

9 WILLS STRE

Mmm

.w.mw e

in fal
s

iy

WTW
m mmi i
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ]

i ..m. =
m_m ki .wm& j

mmmm i

SRR

YOUR ORDER WILL BE SAME DAY DESPATCH VIA FIRST CLASS|

W
m
i
g
8
g

SH 1-1000

e ﬁnr L,w. Sien
d mmﬂ_wm_rmxwﬁm il e
a wmmm_mmm_u_muuﬁmmmmmmmwwwmmmmwm mmmmnmmmmmmwwmwmmwmmwmm Egtelanly

i m_. i sy,
W w..,m,m ﬂm.w_mmm

eopr s much oo many .
A S ns o £130 ot w13 Recon | 0 DI PACK 1030

mmwwmwmmm

@mmmwﬁmmmﬁau&mﬂ

220 FRED-FIS

ariide  tppar sk PAP)

ALL OUR PD DISKS ARE]|

m
e _m..m
M.M ﬁ_m _m_mz
Ll

i
i
)

only £4.99

p]
[}
_m, _wmzm_rmn.mm:mw
i gl |
s e
mwmmwummmmm:u..mm__mwmmmw-mmmmm_mmumm_m__mmm_mmmmmmmmmm__ﬂ_ﬁmmmm

Printer Pack (5 disks)

= R i
b 5 m ol
EN, B 22
m 3 2 o5 gl
o I cEH
= e 2 B T bl i Sl el | S
5 § o 2 wmmwrww Gl Wm i B
i i3t L2 i mw..)mms mmmm,mmmmmmm‘ Ak mmwm |
HlE i filfjfe e E
S TN by g
i mEm = s ik : Mm_mm B 5
zai S R HET HlE i) Uit £
il = Sl 2 £ 380 s | G Gk
3 m g : mmm m”m mmwm 5 mn.m 1 mw__mﬁwww?ummw
= g = il WW%E i
5 NI = gﬂm_mﬁmm@ma S




A
ol e . 0
vt

X SPEBTRI A8 W2s || Sipocial Ofisr
S

i et

C64 & 200 orginal games £16 .99
o5 cisva o
Revew s Snomen oS

PACK RECEIVED A 6%

m pmlmu advert plus many more.
(dust 500 our advery No ek b sl
Only the best & most popular from our fibrary

e i

SPESTUR & BANIZS PAGY
spicu orren pack s
NEWrw:.‘::.?::-r:.m.w“ =

OVER SOFTWARE 2000
1950

rary. The D contains all from the-

LOOK WHAT’S ON THIS DOUBLE CD | DOUBLE CD
ALSO INCLUDED ONTHE CDs ARE OVER m

SOFTWARE 2000
New Spectrum Games never been on
SLIDESHOWS release on any other CD bef i
FONTS & ART
STo0sAuPLe | Also included are 700 Cod les | 10 BLANK DISKS & 10 LABELS

50 disks of Magic WB Extra
SUPER VALUE

Endes o oens ithyour
COoreeto xta 0 bk ks
0ol vt 550

e )

IR WORKE JAGIC WORI
WE NOW HAVE THE NON AGA MAGIC WB FOR THE AS00-4600 etc
AGA 21 MAGIC WB ... FOR A1200
MAGIC WB 1.3 Ior non AGA Amiga|

18 DEMOS
MUST BE 18 AND OVER
X80 GINDY cRAWEORD (2)

% gooy aunoen

(SRATLoouY,
B

MANGA AKIRA
s syt
T A

SAMPLE:
e e

.
)
|
:

;‘}?!3
i
.;s;saaé;’%s
Wi

e

tatis
i iii
B

et
e

R




‘Special imited offrt

r00 PhOtoWc
PhotoCD software with

imitat

‘makes Picasso l the best valuo graphics card around

PABLO s the Video Encoder option for Picasso I, expanding it with
ind

one S-VHS (1-C) compatible port. Al PAL compatbie video devices

At these great new prices, thera has never been a betor time o F10aSS0 Il TMb £219.95  Picassoll
enhance your systom 1o allow a 24-bt graphics capabilty! Picasso Il 1Mb + TVPaint 2 £369.95  Picasso ll + TVPaint 2
Picasso st £369.95  Pablo

forX

all 2Mb boards!
(Usually £49.95)

Emplant

Emplant s the Amiga’s only a

Macintosh® Emulation Module

Ata onerc Mackosh wththe psed dependen pon yurprocessor

Sopotio i 18 s (oo AGA) 258 colors (1GA)or 1024 o o
third party video boards such as Picasso I, CyberVision, Piccolo SD64, Retina etc

‘Support for AmigaDOS devices, CD FROM, direct Scanning, MIDI, SyQuest, Printers,
Modems ofc.

Fuls.

©586DX/SX Emulation Module

MDA, CGA. EGA, VGA, SUGA video modes (AGA s rquled for VGAISVCA)
and morel

Pt rom Windows o D5 via Amigaparal pot
Uso D ROM dive with any Amiga sided COROM dr
Willrun programs that require greater than a 286 processor.
Comes with both DX (FPU) and SX (no FPU) versions.
Requires 486 PC BIOS, not suppled.

BASIC £23995
EMPLANT OPTION B (SCS1) £279.95
PC e5860X MODULE £ 995
ARIADNE & LIANA NETWORKS

* Two exta paraliel ports.
* The industry standard software solution EX

1050502 (1 aivmn, coue sl ar ToBace (Tt i, st ke
‘Socket for a boot ROM and 32Kb cache to support
AR it s o obormetand psetoport.

ARIADNE 2195
Liana is the ideal solution for a quick, easy yet afficient connection between two
Amiga's instal th

uana € 5095

DOUBLER 4000 - 50MHz

Bitrsoft dofve th 1
breakinvough n prco and porformance. The i
dolers acros-th-board speed increases or
inloa signifcantproduciviy gar

This powertul g and play”accleato i 100% hardware and sofwaro compattl snc 1 st

Special sofare. For 3 modarae i, Users et wice he procesaig power. ol foan 100% of

+ board tat sl

The Douter 4000 accsratr s an syt
o = o Ay e ot S

oo

Bl he ecossary exiracton 100110 pororm 1 nsataton.

EMPLANT OPTION A (AppleTalk ports) 27995
EMPLANT DELUXE 20995
AMIA £ 4935

MAINACTOR BROADCAST

MainActor Broadcast is a completely new Animation program for any Ami

05204 or better,

20 LoadSavo modues (AVL, BN, L FLL LG, OIF I IF-Anir
G, PCX, QuickTime...| with AVI, QuickTime and JPEG support up to 24-bi

R o o ki o oS e ooy D

Over

Eflects modules o apply ofects direct o animation (Text, Scrol, Scale, Rotae

in8and 16 voi
Soig Cunven “Spit animations and autoswich to optimalcolour depth
“AREXX-Port

MAINACTOR BROADCAST

Blittersorrt

6 Drakes Mews, Crownhil
Milton Keynes. MK8 OER.

Why not call our

suppon EBS or
visit



he problem with most Amiga
graphics tablets is one of sensi-

Atthough sensitivity isn't an option on
jorkbench — as there’s no need ouside

tablet for general Amiga interaction.

drawer, the pen and tablet kick in on

s direct suj

S

In short, any program that
can benefit from the subliety a pen can
provide.

Another major plus for the Wacom,

Set-up and installation of the Wacom
is extremely simple courtesy of the
Wacom control commodity, which as

how you got by without one.

you can see only requires the
‘minimum of effort to accommo-
e

After set various
mggle switches, the working
area of your tablet will be on-
line. At this point the nib reacts
as the left mouse bution, with a
double push opening drawers
or applications, while a single
push and hold will select and

rag.

The right mouse button is
replaced with a nicely designed
‘micro-switch on the pen itself,
which

two together and you have all the
traditional mouse options in a pen

Thanks fo TVPaint, Amiga users are
finally allowed access to the sensitive
touch which professional artists demand
from a quality graphics tablet. Before fi
ing-up the TVPaint, the first step is to
shut down workbench emulation as this
frees the serial port and therefore the
tablet for TVPain's builtn control. After
selecting and saving the appropriate
tablet name and your serial configura-
tion from the start-up screen, you're
ready to get creative
PRESSURE SENSITIVE

Once inside the software you're
automatically in tablet mode, although,
like Workbench, your mouse is still
active if the need arises. Although not
obvious at first, pressure sensitivity
affects every application of paint to
canvas. Using the airbrush pressure
transiates into the density of paint, while
a normal

as the pressure applied transiates into
the transparency of the stamped brush.
You also have complete control over the
way the pressure translates to the
canvas

For solid brush strokes this defines to
the amount the brush stroke will grow as

pressure applied. However, perhaps.

perfection

lcrAPHICS]]

FPaul Austin examines the

ultima

§

te in freehand Amiga art

most important of all is the overall feel
and speed of the tablet.

The freedom from a cord is an obvi-
ous bonus, and when this is combined
with unparalleled speed and a light,
‘accurate touch, you arrive at simply the
most responsive and natural interaction

man and machine imaginable.

SYSTEN ESSENTI

TVPaint 3.0 RTG card

The bottom line
Product: Wacom UD-0608-R (PC)
Supplier: Campme!s Unlimited

ice: £425
Tel: 0181 -200 8282

Ease of u:
Implementation.
Value for money.
Overall
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Dept AC3
PO Box 14
Louth
10 PD DISKS FOR [ inshi
ONLY A FIVER FROM v s=rii-uig
7500+ TITLES!!! 01507 450114

Let's face it, the summer’s too hot and there’s nothing else for it, you can
either dip your flippers in the sea (and face possible crab infestation and toe

nipping) or you can buy somne of our cool PD!

BLANK DISKS AT £2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17P IN BULK. ONE FOR ONE GUARANTEE.

We'd like to just say thank you to Escom for saving what it a phenomenal computer based around some of the
strongest friendships and good feeling we have ever come across. I'm sure we speak for everyone in our world
from the users in the street o the biggest Amiga magazines and companies, when we say thank you for having
enough vision in a profit orientateddndustry

Anyway, enough of the slop, bagk to what matters, me, erm, I mean V12! To anyone who hasn't yet tried us out
where have yourbeen#.OliRusSia. Fair enough. Butaiow's your chance, PD at the righi-pricés, not&2:50/adisk, not
£1.50 a disk, not even &1 a disk (this is beginning to sound like an auction) ourRD'is only these tiddly little prices:

P+P i$ only
And, of course, thete is the Catdisk, almost biblical in reputation, ifs what legends 4fé written about, quests are
started for, chips are fried for, lager is drunk for...erm, iU's good anyway. Its written'by us, which casl enly be a
good thing (I lRka lists 7500 titles reviewed by us with deseriptions nicked from another catdisk. And our catdisk
is actually humorous, not mind numbingly boring, cos we'te finny s and gals herel It's on two disks, with at
least four free PD games on it which are different each month, and'it's only 50p which issrefinded on your first
order by 4 free disk selection. Where can you go wrong, eh?Just send 2 first class Stamps or 50p to us and we'll
get it to you sharpish

50p on any size order!

Our company will take orders from any country in Europe, US.A., Canada, Australia efc, all disks are guaranteed
and will be replaced without any muttering or name calling. 24 hour turnaround i our aim, and we are now
renowned as the fastest PD company on earth (althougli Squiggle PD on Mars is faster, but then the posties hover
6ft above the ground there!).

So,now you knowd@bout us, are you goingito carry ogi with your old library? Do you realise you'd get at least twice
as any. disksiffom us for the same price as.from others’ So why don't you come and.joiainseur party, Il pour
you a eider myself Join the “T'd rather eat shrubbery than pay more for PD Club?, if you foin our m
sclieme,  further 10% can be saved and up to 30% of your blank disk orders can be PD titles for 10p each
We cater for everyone from AS00s to 1200's and all between, Please specify your Amiga type when ordering your
Catdisk as we now have two separate versions to make life easier. Welcome to the club and I'll leave you with a
joke:

What's the difference h\l\\mv an old pensioner and a baby?
5 minutes at g 7 (chuckle!)

7500+ Titles, that’s more than a library with less than that!




D-ROM has been unrivalled as a
cheap way of storing vast quant-
data, but unti very recenty
average computer user has been
rab to record their own data onto disc
fhngs have changed wilh the release of
Panasonic’s read-write drive, reviewed
Bst month, but with an asking price of
e £50 s st ot an afordable option
brmany of us.
Not surprsing, then, that the release of
Schatztruhe’s CD-Write software has
been anticipated with some enthusiasm —
Hong with an understandable amount of
epticism at the same time.
Those who were misied by the prod-

it initially sounds like. This software
s not allow users to physically write
By nformation onto CD, 50 any thoughts
bl having a portable 600+ Mbs storage.
fomat at your disposal 1o do with as you
hih should be put aside ight now.
S0 the answer 1o the boast on the box
ing, "What 17 You still can't write to
 CDs?'is an emphatic no as far as
AWrite goes. Evaluate it on terms of
it really does for your money, howev-
 and this product begins o look rather
i nonetheless.

DIFICATIONS

Inrealty, CD-write allows users {0 viru-
aly add, delete or modify data on their
dscs The difference is that the alterations
e recorded in a drawer on your hard
ve rather than on the actual CD itsel.
The package is simply comprised of a sin-
ge foppy containing the software, and
inanual, most of which seems unneces-
sy for the basic applications most
o wil use CD-write for. Installation s full
laormatic with the only other requirement
being that the user must create a new
Sirectory in which CD-write will record
fateratons to CDs.

From then on, every time you use a CD
i will bring up two icons on your
Workbench, one of which will be a pseudo

(D optimiser

Where the product will come into its
own will be in organising all those
poorly categorised CDs tiat have
flooded the market over the past fow
years. By creating new directories and
shiting or deleting data to sui, collec-
tions can be changed from chaotic
time-consumers to orderly, well
siuctured ibraries

Take music sample colections for
example, as they're aften the worst of
the bunch when it comes t0 organisa-
tion This product wil allow you to virtu-
aly delete all the rubbish and arange
the material of actual value into log
ally named drawers. For once you
could have al the drum loops in one
drawer and al the orchestral samples
in another

IUrite on

EEIEn

RO

A new piece of software from Germany

claims to allow users to write to
(0-ROM, but can it really be true?
Lareth lofthouse finds out

version of the CD created by the software.
The other icon means that the original disc
contents are always available should you
wish, for example, to access a file which
has been virually deleted.

In practice, CD-wite allows users to
reorganise and amend discs to optimise
them for their individual requirements.
Unlike when using a disc normally, for

C-Write coul
You m of
your disc chaos

Tidy your drawers:
hotp

rearrange
Workbench — by moving icons, changing
window sizes, and so on - and then snap-
shot the preferred set p so it will appear
‘whenever the CD is accessed.

Its also possible to add new programs
10 your CDs, though these will actually be.
recorded on your hard drive. Thus the four
disc Aminet set could be updated by

into huge, unstructured directories, and this package could
help users begin to make sense of them

Of course, any major overhaul of a disc’s organisation
could be almost as laborious as compiling a new archive
yourself, but even a few changes can make useful material
more easily accessible.

CD-Write would more accurately be named CD Spring
Cleaner, and the price is rather high considering its uses are
mainly cosmetic. Nevertheless, it's a must for the Amiga
user with a large cupboard of poorly compiled CDs.

a Compu
NOV MBER ‘995

adding more recent
downioads, and it wil all conve-

niently appear in your CDO window. Those
Amiganuts who have to give Workbench
their own customised appearance will aiso
be able 1o replace boring and repetitive CD.
icons with more interesting buttons using
Magic WB.

If'a CD is to be used for BBS services,
the program can also be used to make
certain files unavailable by virual deletion.
This could be useful to prevent illegal

downloads. The packaging claims many
other applcations are possible, but that's
basically what its all about. A final point,
though, is that the program will work fine
‘with muttiple CDs. pAc

The bottom line
Product: CD-Write
Price: £44.95

Supplier: Schatztruhe
Tel: +49 6171 85937

Ease of use

Implementation

Value for money.

Overall

oo
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Gateway!
Texture Gallery

All products are available in your local Amiga-sh
or through national mail-order-companies
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Ever wondered how
to breaks into the
games industry?
Gareth lafthouse -
reports on how ta geg

hings may be different i
intensely competitive ti
my day, career counselli hool was a bit
of a joke. At the age of 15, QB weok would be spentin
2 dusty office, shuffling in a bore@ reluctant fashion between the rows
of pigeon holes awei8pilling with corporate bumph.
Sadly, the strained urgings of a disillusioned
teacher anxious to prevent us from repeat-
ing his mistakes went unheeded.

To a spotty adolescent more making a career in entertainment software. In 1995 there are mofe.

Interested in the latest batch of
‘game releases than planning a life-
time's drudgery, there was lt-
agination. It

might have been a

different story if

I'd considered

cpporiunities, though. Onc, the aniy way most people could gef

involved was through programming, but now there are plenty of op

inge for the non-technicalmajority i th rapdly Tturing, mlt-milfon
d games industry.

But where do you start? Therdiire no sef Allgs, bit the first mlig \n
tealls Is that forward ookl game colpéiieynesd peobl
diverse backgrounds and kil 10 pro@rammers, an| ma,or
o @i oqive aris o muslaians, protiucers,
Kol = i whthout going into fhe sales

at the bottom, however. a lot of
RIS ool Wy inkc tha Ghmds inciustry
through playtesting. Playtesters afe the people
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who get paid to mess around with com-
puter games all day, 50 that the devel-
opers know they're delivering the
goods the consumers want.

Most companies will take school
leavers for this position, and the stan-
dard salary is around £6000 — which
isn't bad, considering. However, in
addition to game playing skills and
knowledge, it's important that appli-
cants can demonstrate the ability to
report usefuly on playability problems.

Those who imagine its a dream job
should bear in mind that looking m a
screen for eight hours a day repl
the same game can be rather walnng,
as any of our reviewers will tell you.
The job can, however, open doors.

O'Connel of Sony Electronic Publishing
(formerly Psygnosis). “Our company,
and the industry as a whole, is usually
veryasEli s e vcaliaTt

& onboard in the first plac

IN DEMAND

Higher up the ladder, creative souls
are just as in demand as computer sci-
ence graduates. 2D and 3D artists are
required both for in-game graphics and
packaging design, and companies like

‘eam 17 say artists are always wel-
come to submit examples of their work.
What's more, the Amiga is stil widely
respected as an artists computer, and
advers in the trade paper siill ask for
Amiga-based experience.

Creative writers are already used for
many projects, not just for knocking up
story lines and game-related novellas,
but also for providing scripts integral to
the software. With the advent of inter-
active movies, this role is going 1o

were in demand from early on in the
history of game design, the number of
making a career in the
industry have been few and far
between. This form of entertainment
has traditionally focused solely on mak-
ing a visual impact, and after months
spent designing ground-breaking
graphics, most titles used to have

A career in computer journalism is a topic that would require
an article in itself, but it's worth knowing that lots of people.
high up In the games industry started out as humble reviewers
for the magazines. Team 17's Marcus Dyson and Alan Bunker
were writers for Amiga Format and Amiga Action respectively, As Team 17's

there is no better way of developing contacts within the |
ndust
Contact each of the magazines individually for L of

able to write articles on a freelance bas

‘The offices may be plusher, the expense accour
be larger, but the increas Wywpovlmlmnhlm
in some of the bigger

as project deadii h. Even more
Mllberoqﬂndllyoummlnmﬂwwmhr

that
won't sut everybody. Making & e i e
Sl mnen dios
S i et bl s Vi 1 Cinaion by
coemies. o some of the medocrs aors et
[ iy e oo e o
the pitals are.

Programmers that don't want to make too many

pproaching smaller,

more independent developers. Sensible Software

uuumlwnuruupmﬂwmvmmw
until the outcome of Escom's relaunch plans
clearer, your best option may be to go it your own
Vulcan Software, makers of the highly
Valhalla adventures and the Timekeepers
e ium that. Possibly the smallest self-contained
nt, this Portsmouth-based
nyumlpo»dnﬂ}unmomw Lisa Tunnah

games, but the atmosphere at their base in Saffron
Waldon, Essex, has greater similarities with student

arcade sport el they do everything from pr

ming to writing storylines and making
fact, they even do their own accounts. Recour

cups of tea

digs
The casual way in which these people work, how-
you

fite. The hours may not be
panies like Sensible s counterbalanced by the fact
that programmers are often working well

into thinking s an easy
d, but lexiilty at com-

into the night

cnmpu(el jingles added as an
afterthou

Once agam this is changing.
Multimedia, the Japanese console

in-game sound is vital if future games
are grab the consumer's atten-
tion. Developments like Q-Sound, a
surround sound system for computer
games, show the way the trend is
and companies like Sony
Publishing already have a
team of in-house, full time musicians.

With games being produced by
teams of programmers, artists, writers
and musicians, it seems the larger
game companies are attempting to
adopt Hollywood-like production val-
ues. And like in any film production,
someone has to bring all these
resources together to get a satisfactory
end result. In computer entertainment,
this s the job of the producers,

Bearing similarities with the roles of
director and producer in a film, the
game producer manages the develop-
ment team of a software project. I's
their responsibility to decide what goes
into a game and what changes have to
be made, but they also need technical
understanding with regards to what can
and can't be done. It's also down to
them to ensure deadiines are et and
milestones are st

Alan  Bunker
explained, it's a job that requires a deli-
cate approach sometimes. *At the end
of the day we like t0 leave program-
mers and graphic artists to be cre-
ative,” he said. “But someone has to be
there to sort out the ideas and encour-
age the team in the right direction.”
With it being the highest role in
development, the producers job is the
ultimate career goal for many game
programmers and designers. IU's clearly
not a job you can just walk into, howev-
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ing things the co
G she commented. -Like gatling holday

ys, Li

sa.
umm-smm o whether ifs worin
see the

So why do they stick at it ? Because, believe.

Uith games being produced

teams of programmers, ar
witers and musicans, it seens the arger
tongaries ae attengting t adopt
Holyunod-e poduction vales.

er, and most people work their way
through a company, sometimes
from their humble beginnings
playtesters.
With experience being so import
every career these days, it's
remembering that large companies

where the PR people come in. Pubi
relations doesn't require prograr
ming knowledge or artistic talent, b
its practitioners do need the gift
the gab combined with a seriou
enthusiasm for games.

‘The job basically entails ensuring
that games get plenty of magazin
coverage, not just in reviews but alsa
in previews and work-in progres
sessions. This obviously involve
spending lots of time

M T
e publishers. It's the PR
pelsons ,nn 1o offer cover deals of
help with other features, but main
with the idea of giving the company
and its products s positive and high
aprofile as possible.

Lisa Humphnes. a PR representad
tive for year wit
Microprose, i e s o oA 48




Vulcan are currently taking advantage of the fact

Sony Electronic Publishing offer work
experience, as do most of the maga-
Zines' publishers. Sony also have an
evaluation scheme where they invite
10-11-year olds to give feedback on
their products — worth considering if
Jou've got children you thought were
wasting time playing games.

Finally, a bit of advice on how to
make that vital good impression you'll
nesd to differentiate yourself from all
the other people knocking at the door.
Deirdre  Murphy from Warner
Interactive urges: “Network — use the
contacts you already have. Offer a
unique skill. And, above all, show
enthusiasm. prcd

better jobs to get into without experi-
ence. *| was working in retail at WH
Smiths,” she explained. *| was selling
music and games, 5o | had a rough
idea of what was going on, but not a
particularly extensive one.”

Writing speculative letters and
sending CVs, however, got her a job
with Microprose which she says is
fun, despite being demanding.
However, an outward going personal-
ity is a pre-requisite. *You definitely
can't be a wall-flower,” she points
out

PR can lead 10 jobs within games
sales and marketing, and hence ulti-
mately onto the jobs at the top of the
entertainment software industry. In
comparison to the totally casual
atmosphere of the development
team, where heavy metal t-shirts
joans and trainers are not an uncom-
mon sight, most companies require
more business-like presentation from
its PR and marketing team.

:

that a huge installed user base is crying out for new
Amiga games that are not forthcoming from the high
profile companies.
s opened the door for independent develop-
1o show their talents, provided they adapt 10 the
difficultes that face the current Amiga market. Thus,
Vulcan have successfully overcome the lack of retai
outlets for Amiga titis by shifting entirely 10 a direct
mail rder service.

Starting up s not as difficut as it may seem. “We
were really into the idea,” Lisa commented, "and
managed to convince the bank manager it was worth
investing in. You've just got o be imaginative and
committed.

can produce, but no-one's prepar

you chances.

Soif there's a ground-breaking game you know you
red to publish it, then
setting up business yourself may be worth consider-
ing. A visit to your local Citizen's Advice Bureau will
put you in touch with government enterprise schemes.
and other support services that will help you assess

FEATURE

A scroen from Timekeapers, a game that
proves you can make money with Amiga

aying the money game - the do's and don'ts

Do ~ your home work. Take your game
knowledge seriously, as all companies
will want you to demonstrate enthusi-
asm, understanding and originality of
ideas.

Don't - repeatedly phone companies
unless it's the last resort. Most publish-
ers and developers are still too small
to have a personnel manager, so
you're likely to start iriating the wrong
person. Most companies prefer written
appiications.

Do - make the most of any applicable
experience you may have. Work experi:

work can all make a difference.

Don't - imagine the fact you're a game
playing ace means a lot. Unless you
want to be a playlester, that is.

Do ~ remember that many jobs in the
‘computer industry require good commu-
nication skill. In such

cases, anoraks need

not apply.

Don't - take the
industry too lightly.
These people are seri-

yourself in a similar
manner.

Do — make speculative approaches.
The general public won't see many
of the adverts in the trade press, so
make sure you keep your ear to the
ground.

NOVEMBER 1995

Don't - be discouraged by the industry's
boyish image if you're female. There are
hundreds of women already employed
by game companies.
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(hoose your fantastic

When you subscribe to Amiga Computi

K240

Save over £29.99

Gremlin's outer space
strategy game gives
you control over a whole
galaxy of mining planets,
where you can create
and destroy worlds at
the touch of a button.

Microprosef
huge strateg

world comes under attack by an alien invasio
® Add £3 to the price of subscription.

Amiga Next Steps &
A1200 Insider
Guide books

Save over £29
Core Design takes
A special two-book pack- you again inlo
age including the essential i Nordic landscapel
Next Steps guide for all = in this ~arcade
users who have mastered ily Y 3 adventure and can

the basics, plus the defini-
tive guide to Workbench
and AmigaDOS on the
A1200, packed with expert
tutorials.

Two extra issues
PLUS a smart
Amiga Computing
magazine binder!

Save £15.93
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REE gift now!

ubscribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure
FREE delivery straight to your door
PROTECTION against future price increases
GUARANTEED delivery every month
INVALUABLE Amiga Guide each month
FREE gift or special offer

- SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE
for card orders
Tel: 0151-357 1275 Fax: 0151-357 2813
Easy Way To Pay
ibscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct debit. Not only

n you forget about your subscription ever lapsing and the thought of missing
issue, but you can spread your payments to avoid paying out a lump sum

%)é—— Amiga (omputing priority subsc
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o ’ é 9508 1 Amiga Next Steps & Amiga 1200 Inider Guide Books.
Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction 9600 [ Heimdal I

AUTHORITY 9597 [ UFO (Addl 310 the cost o yoursubscripton)
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Attention Dealers

REPAIR

WHILE-U-WAIT -5 1!
COMPUTERS

NEW LOW FIXED PRICE

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms Asoo A500+ &
on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives,
€D Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

FAST TURN AROUND.
90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.
£20 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE ‘

COURIER CHARGES £6.00 + VAT EACH WAY

IEREEY

A1200

£49.95

2.5" HARD DRIVES v%

FOR A600/A1200
60Mb. £69.95 340Mb. £169.95
958Mb, £12095  510Mb £949.95

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and include
2.5" IDE cable + software
2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95

3.5” HARD DRI

Call for

Best

Prices

IVES

MEMORY UPGRADES

INTERNAL FLOPPY DRI\IES

£99.95  AGOO/A1200..

£34.95

[Bﬂ el

1.5 Meg UpgudeloRMzg‘

A _
Upgrade to 2 Meg Upgre

A‘°° Teews e

A1200fs S

UARANTEED
SAME DAY DESPATCH
SuBiECr 10 AVAILABILITY)

AMITAR 050"
e £249.95

CHIPS % SPAIIES + ACCESSORIES

Now A1200 without Hard Drive ..........£299.95  A1900 with STOMb.............
AVAILABLE AT1200 with 340Mb. ...£44995  * Call for more good deals
>

£549.95

ANALOG © Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd  Open Mon-Fri 9.00am - 6.30pm, Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm
ANALOGIC Unit 6, Ashway Centre, Eim Crescent '|'¢|‘ 01 81 546 ,515

LOGIC Kingston llpan Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH  Fax: 0181 541 4671

- - e
: : Wi amir 5




Reviewed:
Approach Trainer

Leamn fo approach a runway without losing
ving or severely injuring all your passengers

Hollywood Husfler

foul language, ample-chested women, and as
much alcohol as you can possibly guzzle down

Turbo Trax

Arcane finally decide fo release a challenger for the likes
of Overdrive and Roadkill. Who will reign as champion?
Club and Country

Another football game on the market willing to tackle
Player Manager 2 and even Championship Manager 2!

Budgets

Two cheap strategy games on offer this month,
courtesy of CDS and Guildhal Leisure

HEVEH
Odyssey.

n
3

Bujweb ebiwy o} apinb [elUasSa INOA

Astrangely tified game full of mystical excitement
with a blend of mythical magic... or something

Leading Lap
Kellion Software's latest racer goes into the garage for a
full service. Is it a faulty alferator of the battery? Take a
look under the System bonnet

Virtual Karting

small, low powered, dinky cars make their way
onfo the Amiga, thanks to OTM. Oh yes, thanks a lot




YSTEM

news

By Tina Hackett

Star Crusader update

he release of Gametek’s space flight
smulator, Star Crusader, is imminent
Graphics are looking pretty smooth
and i has fully texture mapped ships
and 'state-of-the-art’ 3D fechnology.
From the playable demo we've just looked at,
there wil be some stunning different views fo
choose from including external shofs fo a forpe-
do comera which lets you tail your torpedo as ftis
launched towards ifs farget.
Control s via the keyboard and the interface is
fully configurable which will make gamepiay
easy 10 execute. There wil also be an extensive

mission replay system which wil allow you 1o}
rewind the action as well,

Star Crusader will be available for both thel
Amiga and CD32 in October priced ot £29.99.

Wil Star Crusader rival games like Elite?

Pinbail Mania continues the
f 215t Conturios
ahqallty pinsallsims

215t Century are pledging their

support fo the new

machine by releasing their latest
fitle, Pinball Mania, for the A1200
and Ad000T. Developed by the
Spidersoft development team, it

sons. Jailbreak has an unforgiving
judge who likes fo dish out life sen-

Casino, a miniature version of the
real thing.

The table size will be increased,
mult-ball added, and four flippers
on every table wil provide exira

challenge. A UK release date of 25 AN the tables will have
different themes and
top notch graphics

October has been sef

computers

We had a conversation in the

photograph too.

N B




Where are they now?.

iember some of our previews from dim and distant months, and now
dering what ever happened to certain games? We didn't lie - they
didn’t come out. Sorry.

The one
and only

Things starfed o look pretty
bleak for Amiga

maga-

- unfortunately, The Adrenalin(e) Factor -
Mirage’s rather good looking
cyberpunk  blast-"em-up also
now looks unlkely fo come out
on the CD32. The same goes for
their Rise of the Robots 2 release.

Big Red Adventure - rumour has
it that Core Design’s briliant
looking Russian- adventure s
unlicly o see the lh of day

n the Amiga. A great shame

es were considered but
oihing as yet.

e good.

ounding like a blatantly sexist fifle, “Korate
going to do little for 'hs image of

es for both sexes. It comes cor rs!e
pelous stonine T bl
a game 1o use fulkseraen, 256 colou:
 oton Vcas, graphics, and fhe developers,
ive Edge Soffware, claim: *The graphics on

is wil make you feel like you are watching

your Amigal”

The gome uses the folenf of peope raned n
artiol_orts who have been digised. As the

Karato Bobes ciso malkes the plot an Impor-
ont part of the game (joy) and goes along the
Of! A new competior calea Karofe Babe:

Karate Babe must nnd i el et
against the kidnappers.
Croatie Edge Softwere have some ofher

bikinis fighting. Nothing like these frustrated
programmers, ef

Don't be disheartened by this, as there are stil releases in the
pipeline and we'll be attending next month’s Europex
Trade Show fo bring you bang up fo date with il that’s happening
on the Amiga games scene.

an Computer

Ready for take off!

The eagerly awaited Flight of the Amazon Queen
from Time Warner is finally here. Set in 1949 it s @
parody of all the popuiar *40’s adevnture serias.

The plot follows the exploits of Joe King. a pilot
‘whose mission s 1o stop the ewil Dr Frank Einstein.
rescue the Amazons and win over the beautiful
princess. (Aah).

The release date has been set for the 25th
Sepfember and we'llbe bringing you a full review
next issue.

magazine’s unique
.




Inherit the earth
news Life’s unfair at times, There is a

briliant looking  adventure

which you can find on
Aminet called Erben der Erde.
As you can see, it is German
and this is the problem. It's in
the hands of American com-

game’s definifely not the
same when we have to make
do with translations from our
Deputy Edifor.

There is an AGA and ECS
version planned, and it all
looks rather unusual. Rather

incredibly smooth scroling.
keep your fingers

crossed for this one, As you can see it is in German. Looks good though.

attempt yet, although with similar efforts
only weeks away from complefion, only
fime willell which one will ise above the
rest.

We recommend the best Colonization - Colonization is a very in-

games from the past few months  depin strategy game and does take o
while fo get info. Once there, though, it's
a thoroughly absorbing title that has
been inteligently written. There is more
action than you might think for a tum-
based game and it confinually engages
the player in planning their next move. For
the more cerebral gamesplayer. this
‘comes highly recommended.

Sensible Golf -it's certainly a fantasfic -
fle arcade game with many months of
entertainment. If you can manage o stay
caim during the frustrating parts, you'
find it very enjoyable - especially with four
players

Player Manager 2 - if you enjoyed On the
Ball's graphics and Championship
Manager's depth and gamepiay, this is
undoubtedly the definifive management
sim. If you want a serious statistical foot-
ball game with plenty of fhills, then
Player Manager 2 comes fop of fhe it

Gloom - the graphics are the best yet for
games of this genre. Gloom is complet-
ely packed with smooth graphics. o
huge challenge and, most of all, action
and excifement. It's certainly the best

Timekeepers - there’s no doubt that thisis
Vulcan’s best release so far, with an
engaging game system that is easy fo use
and rewarding when your plans are suc-
cessful and your froops drop through fhe
&xit one by one. At §12.99, Timekeepers
offers good value for money and packs a
healthy amount of playabilty.

MEREEPERS

a0 R PHTILE GAME

N\ e
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Prossing the buttons activa

s S ocrt i e bo rgeciased

key on the left will come in very useful for opening

h
doors, especially the ones that lead to crystals

udiogenic are not especially known for

their_contributions to the platform

genre, being more sporis-ike - espe-

cialy with” releases llke Grahom

ooch’s  Cricket and  Wembley

Infernational Soccer, and soon fo be Imran Kahn's

Cricket all Gxeaig oo menfGiid ibsicl
ofher successful gam:

Audiogenic are e letting themselves
side down that pit where ofher companies have
recently been disappearing to - alfhough. one of
their latest products, Bubble and Squeak 2. Is on
hold.

However, one fifle is certain to go ahead, and it
‘goes by the name of Odyssey - a platform game
which has quietly possessed many morphing
capabilfies. 's a side-on platform game which
could deliver a different perspective fo the aiready
mountains of usual piatformers out here. Let's see.
The idea behind Odyssey is fo Collect various
crystals from several different islands fo complete
the game. On fhe way through, you'll encounter a
number of creatures tying fo prevent you fom
doing so. With a large number of perplexing puz-
Zies that must be solved fo access other areas,
Odyssey is looking a lot lie  puzzing platformer -
like Delphine Software's Flashback
During your quest you will encounter a number
of various monsters such s vultures, and an army
hug u
must overcome fo collect the crystals*and pro-
eed further. You must fight them while losing as -
fle energy as possble, although what makes
Odyssey good fo play is the fact that when you do

The small rock people will do their best to
prevent you from collecting the crystal

lose @ serious amount of energy, you don't have fa

- replenishing your energy and helping you
post the fricky parts.

One of the hardest parts of Odyssey is negotia
ing the bigger rocks. You can take a swipe ot them!

Morphing mania

When you acquite the morphing power, it Is
possible to morph info a number of objects.

height and then rolling through finy gaps. This
s essential for reaching the keys which wil
open the doors to the crystals.

without the special morphing powers. Th

morph Is o grasshopper, which obviously
allows you fo jump great distances to reach
hidden platforms you normally wouldn't have

seen.

The morphing characteristic adds a lof fo
the originalify of Odyssey, making It something
different from the bog-standard type of pla-

rm game around today. The Idea of using!
different characters fo solve different puzzies
adds a lof fo the depth and challenge
fremendously

Although, obviously, you can't hear

them,
the sound effects are very realistic indeed.



The tunnel leads to the outside bit where
you will encounter even more monsters

with your sword which wil set them rolling, but you
have fo be careful because you may end u
fopped behind it or it may block your path. These
puzies wil no doubt have even the
imost experienced games player fearing their hair
out

What people may fail o reaiise, which I'd bet-
fer explain, is the fact fhat Odyssey ksn't just o
igome completed by running flom left fo right,
ling monsters and picking up the crystals af the
end. You have fo negotiate all the puzzies which,
believe me, are quite taxing, They involve moving
focks onfo various buttons. directing shooting
arows fowards pressure zones, and even morph-

3

ing info_different, smaller creatures fo squeeze
through tiny gaps which are only accessible fo the
smallest of insects.

There are severallarge iskands fo battie though
accompanied by uly fantastic backdrops. At the
beginning, when you select an island. @ human
hand appears as a pointer - using very impressive
method animation with the dark black shadow,
‘which makes it smoother than @ baby’s botton.
The morphing sequences are aiso animated in this
way - proving what a graphical feast it wil be

‘when it finally hits the shops.
y By Andy Maddock y i I

The graphics
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IETATTAETACTATTALIATTATTAT:
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o £ddod 50 “
it adagiig
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> Sligiiiigd
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perplexing
puzzles that

Overall, Odyssey is looking
very complete, especially
graphically and gamepiay
wise, The game s aready
running very smoothly, with
no noticeable  glitches |
standing in ifs way.

When it's finally rel-
ased | can almost cer-
fainly see it being @ huge
success. Audiogenic may
have lafched fhemselves
on fo a winner. Keep on
eye out for a full review

nd |
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PUBLISHER
Leisuresoft

Boms Computing

£19.99
2)

i Yes
SUPPORTS
T All Amigas

nother football game arives as we
watch another season get under way.
The winter months are fast coming
upon us and could be the perfect fime
1o sit out the first rounds of the Auto

A

on the Amiga.
Tms fime, a relatively large company who are
wned for distiouting PC and Amiga peripher-
s cro Invioct o fy el had o the AT gomes
scene. Leisuresoft UK infend to make a big impact
on the gaming front, and a football game could be
just what it takes,
toal games are undoubtedly the Amiga’s
strong point, and have brought in more cash than
any ofher genre. All the alMime greats have
appeared on the Amiga and incidentally, most of
them never made successful conversions onfo the.
PC or any console. Sensible Soccer, Kick Off, Player
Managet Goal and Man Utd - Prermier Champions
are just a selection who owe their huge success fo
the Amiga.

Club and Country is one of the few foofball man-
agement games that offers jobs on club and infer-
national level. Sensbie Software had aspirations fo
the idea but it was never given the time of day.
After 10 seasons of non-stop promotions, relega-
fions and cup exis, the last thing you want fo dois
retie. Ciub and Country gives you the option fo

the national team when your success
becomes foo much for the rest of the pack.

At the beginning of Club and Country, you are
‘given alst of clubs fo take on in division three. They
all offer competitive salaries and a required league
placing needs fo be achieved for the forthcoming
season. This leaves you with o defined target fo

The squad select
the players ves, postion
Where

"

and
are their stats?

achieve - failure fo do so means sacking wil bl
imminent

Club and Country has an easy-fo-use icon sy
tem which allows you to view allthe statistics within
seconds without having o plough fhrough hund
chredss of menus. The icons are located on fhe righ
side of the screen, with the information displayed
on the left, and your curtent status is displayed of




Cartoon to cleavage

Allthe usual options are included - transfers. sta-
dium development, physiotherapy and factical
editors. The game is shown in cartoon form.

e foot of the screen as a picure. You begin with o
smal house, small car and a generally unappeaiing
oppearance. As you progress through the divisons
picking up trophies and promotions, more money
wil come in, thus enabling you o afford a better
e 5o the actual objective of the game isn't fo be
e best feam in the world In a complefely fictional
woy, but fo earn enough money fo five on and with
luck. progressing and enjoying fhe higher ife of foot-
ball management

The acfual match sequences are immensely
locking in qualty - there is no animated. graphical
‘action, just a short and brief description on injuries
‘and bookings. so you con't acquire a frue esfima-
on of your team’s abilty. You can make substifu-
fions and swap players around during the match,
lbut you can’t alfer the way your feam plays.

Although these comments seem harsh in some
fespects, fhey are purely cosmetic and could have
been fidied up. The depth and realism is present but
smply overshadowed by the cartoon pictures.
Anciher problem is the research. At first glonce it
looks ik il the players’ data s present and correct
because Dennis Bergkomp s in Arsenal’s ine-up.
However it seems the est of the squads haven't
been fouched. There’s no sign of an editor either so
itlooks ke you're stuck with them - unfortunately.
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finance sc

The o screen gives you an idea of
your weekly income and expenditure

i
The male builder is the one wi
work, and the fomale is the ticket girl

Compared fo the likes of Player
Manager 2 and On The Ball, Club and
doesn’t even get a look in.

ing Increasingly popular once again
and It's certainly not going fo be an
anyone to beter the
management games that  are
dominafing today’s market. If isn't o

floct again.
ho does the

¢ Club and
Country is one
of the few
football
management
games that
offers jobs on
club and
international
basis 9

bad effort, but one which will linger

Country wouldn't be a bad purchase.
If you're that football mad, you'll prob-

ably buy it anyway!
8=
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(Approach Trainer

cleared to land

Condi tions optional.

b
o

Traine

light sims usuall follinfo two main cate-
gories. There's elfher the action-packed
dogfight fypes such as Reach for the
Skies and F19 Stealth Fighter, where you
fake fo the skies and aim to oblterate
the enemy, or there’s the other the serious kind
that accurately recreate the modem-day flying
experience.

Those in this cmagorv (of which there are few -
the only ones that spring o mind are A320 Airbus
and Proflight) are the ones that can seem very
bland to fhe uninifiated, but for those who take the
frouble fo read the hefty manuals and study the
fight charts, they are rewarded with a very redlistic
simulation of the real thin

Anyway, faling into this latter category is
Thallon's Iatest offering, Approach Trainer. the next
one along in the Altous A320 series. Made by the
same Rainer Bopf which created ifs predecessors.
Approach Trainer aims fo smulate the approach

ing of a plane. Described as a simuiation
of @ simulator, it allows the player o practice the
procedures needed o land a plane at one of
Europe’s 58 most important airpors.

The first thing you need fo know is that although
it is @ supplement o Airbus A320, you don’t need
the-previous game o play t and the frainer pro-
assume that you are familiar with the

- you can leam from scratch (and have to read all
the manual - joy!).

Starting with the fraining mode you are given
electronic aids to help get ivough the procecures
step by step, and os you progress you can fum off
each feature one by one. You can aiso choose the
aiport, the weather. and whether you tackie along
or short approach. It is also possible to atfemate
befween day and ight fiights,

When more experienced, you can fry the

[l rReviewed by Tina Hackett

€ If you want a game
you can get straight infd
then it's not for you ¢

Scoring Mode where fhe computer randomily
erates a siuation and then records the
achieved in a log book. And when you'te feel
really confident, fry testing your skils against @
opponent, faking altemative furs under the sa
condifions.

Although graphics aren't that impressive, ot
fion fo detail has been made such as IMpro
PAPI lighting, airfield detail, and improved 'Gia
cockpit' layout. For ultra-realism, accurate
charts have been included oo.

This is one of the very few games that supp
an analogue Joysfick. In case you haven't got o
and want fo use a PC joysfick instead, at the b
of the manual there are Instructions on how
make your own Interface-Converter to use o Pd

gue joy

Final word

Like most fight sms it is accompanied by
aaunnngymck manual - soneedesﬂony
a gome you can get staight

Then s fon st patincs

nd if you take the fime 1o ploug
oty You i 0 vey rwarding and

e fitle. The graphics are ral
G bl i oot e Tus s fors
much.
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ompart retum to grace the Amiga
screens once again. Affer many
months of pure speculation, Turbo Trax
has finally arived - in Ferrari-ike

fashion foo.

Kompart, responsible for the abundance of
Amiga releases during these last few months, are
adding fo their alteady well-developed collection
a challenger for the likes of Overdrive and
Roadil. These fwo weren't parficularly successful
compared to the likes of the late '80’s Nifro. This
was one of the few top-down racing games that
packed pure challenge and action. The idea was
fo race against a series of opponents in various
cars. A whole host of tracks were included making
this one of the most pleasing and satisfying games
of all time.

During the early 905, Supercars was infroduced
on the Afari format, later making fts way across to
the Amiga. This was viewed fop-down just like
Nitro, but where Nitro falled in terms of variety,

progress onfo later fracks, Supercars’ success was
inevitable. What made Supercars incredibly popu-
ar was the fact it offered a different perspective.
The idea of layered fracks was welcomed with

Overdrive, Turbo Trax s the lotest fop-down racing
game. After being in the pre-production phase for
months, wil it finally pass its driving test?

There are three modes of play - Arcade, Time.
Trioks, and Practice. The arcade mode s basically
fo beat five other computer opponents fo cross
the line first, picking up some cash to spend on
your car fo increase its handling and power. Affer
you complete a race, you are given a number of
iters to buy fo increase your car's capabilties.
You can buy five fypes of engine, steering wheel,
fuel and tyres. The befter the component the
more expensive It ll be.

In the arcade mode, the computer opponents
are especially hard and the car in pole position
always seems fo be half way round the course
before you've even turned the first comer. It ll take.

of practice to
come firt, or even second. i
To slow you down, various obstacles are placed

in the snow. It's crts

bridge cainly
ot a wise idea to practice handbrake turns now!

Comparing cars

There have been a significant number of foj
down racing games released recer a

mid-slanty top view fhat worked surprisi
well.
\ese are the only commercial rele

decent PD racers include Moose Drive of
Road To Hel.

Having said that, it’s not as frustrating os you ca
imagine. On most racing games, sliding on ol
send you careering info the crash barriers, aimes

Don't forget to brake for the pedestrian crossi
Oh, and don't run any grannies over either!

The desert track s the perfect track for a
bit of fun with plenty of dunes and jumps



!

¢ the car in pole position
always seems to be half
way round the course

before you've even turned
the first corner. It'll take an

enormous amount of
practice to enable you to

come first, or even second 9

oiher mode of play is Practice, whereby you can
select any course, any car, and can get fo know.
each course, 50 when you come fo fake on the
arcade mode you'll have an idea of the cormers
and where and when o brake efc. The last mode.
Is Time Trials whereby you have to complete the
lap in the fastest fime which can then be saved to
disk for future reference.

To help you in your quest for loads of cash and
lo decent reputation, there are all sorfs of helping
hands. You can pick up spanners which reduce
your damage, money fo give you something to
enhance your car, and turbos which will give you
ihat extra speed - maybe enough to carry you
across the line in first place. There are three types

Crossing tho finish line in st place s probably
the hardest task within Turbo

You can purchase components to improve your
car and achieve a better position in the next race
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Going over a turbo boost will give you
ich is invaluable for
ing up with the rest of the pack

that extra speed whi
eopi

Gearbox problems

Every car | have known has had problems with
it in one way or another. f it's not the gearbox,
you'll probably have left your keys inside. It's
funny fhe way all the problems seem to occur
just affer the two month waranty hos expired.
Oh well, thankfully none of these problems
appear in Turbo Trax.

Although every car featured in Turbo Trox is
S itioh poriend, You woddlreaky
expect the type of acceleration you
senfed with. The gear changes are e
unlike many ofher racers. and the pitch of the
engine noise s also heard, Most games seem as
if they are controlled in fist gear all the fime,
and a high pitched roaring nolse becomes
extremely annoyin

However, the ~acceleration s lacking
immensely. If you do happen to get hammered

>
of car which race on their own respective cir-
cult, For instance, you won't find a Formula One
tuned car racing on a dirt frack. There are quite
a few different styles of tracks, with around
seven or eight mapped out differently. There are
streef, snow. di, and racing fracks which
require various fypes of handling because of the
conditions.

Before you take on a frack, you can tune
your car fo suit the circuit, Obviously. if the next
frack to race is a siippery ice track, the idea s fo
spend money on handling and grip by purchas-
ing the steering wheel and tyres. There s little
point in purchasing @ high-powered engine
because you'll spend most of the time going far
00 fast and spinning out of control. You have o
master the car-set-up screen before attempting
arace or you will undoubtedly come nowhere.

ple, yet hey work very effectively. There is no
animation on fhe cars themselves because that
would simply complicate the speed and defint
tion

The fracks and backgrounds are good, mak
ing it pleasurable 1o play os well as béing easy
on the eye. There are different kinds of scenery
fo add enough variety fo keep you playing for a

The starting grid is the

best place to zoom into,
at least, second plac

off the side of the frack. the possibility of getting!
yourself going within seconds s very remote -
movlng Up fo sikih gear seems to take a ife
fime

Armeugn there is a varlety of cars, there isn't
any actual a.narem:e between them. For
instance. you'd expect a formula one car o
have a higher speed #han an off-road fruck.

You are diso given a damage bar. This wil
inform you of how much damage your car has
faken and how much it willtake. If you happen
to exceed this amount. you'll be fhrusted back
at the beginning again. You can domage

car in a number of ways, although trying o
overtake s possibly the worst, 5o | suggest you!
fry to avold it - although not at pedestrian
crossings. Thc' always seems fo Inject a littie
excitement

while. There is a street frack which is mapped

track. As Turbo Trax runs quite fast, it is difficut
see which bends and corners will be coming upJ
Memorising them won't work either becausel
there are simply far too many of them f
attempt. When you begin the arcade mode,
random one will be picked as well

The computer opponents don't really givel
you much chance of catching them, nevel
mind beating them. It will take many weeks of
practice until you are good enough to chal
lenge for fist place.
the sound effects are very reaiisti

action - although. not that much.

nal word

Overall, Turbo Trax is a fairy good game.
doesn't include anything special or minc-blow-
Ing. it's smply another top-down racing gome
- although the main point of he game s the:
fact it simply plays well and is quite enjoyable.
The variety of fracks and cars gives it a longer.
lasting challenge s you have fo adapt fo
each one. The graphics do fher jobs ade-
Gume\v and it oll adds up fo a really playable
'@ with many months of enjoyment.

The Form

ula One sot-up is far
wolving than any other
Carfirack combinat
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preview

omputer Poker is normally a genre
reserved mainly for the PD pages or an
excuse to show scantily clad bodies os n
But now new company,
seedy underworid poker scene and incorporated it
info a computer game. It looks like being a feminist’s
worst nightmare with gratuitous breast shofs, fat old
men farting, and it offers all other stereotypical fraifs
of the gambier. Fortunately, it's all done fongue-in-
cheek and the end product wil probably be a
combination of Rab C Nesbit and Leisure St Lary.

The sfory sets you as a bit of alose. really. Well. fo
be kind, you've just been unlucky. You lose your job,
your gifiend leaves you, and your car gefs 1pos-
sessed, all in the same day. You are on the streefs of
Hollywood, alone, when you find yourself enticed
info a dingy club and info a poker game.

You face three ofher rather dublous characters
and can select the level of difficulty from Rookie,
Average, or Hustler depending on your skils The rest
is @ straightforward Five Card Draw Poker game with
all players placing their bets, and so on. Controlis via
the joystick and you play until you're broke.

R blurb accompanying the preview copy
boasts over 1Mb of speech and FX, and so for

The tasteful box cover loo
cheesy '70's porno

Two table options are availal
this is the more

eoeant of the 1o

Happy, you leave the
club woalthier but
not a whole let wiser

'-\M—_‘!@

-

8y Tina Hackett

The cinemati introduction tals the story - you
on your luck, 50 you enter the club

farting(?). and @ “Raise you five” uttered in ol
merican accent by your opponents add fo thel
seedy atmasphere

And uniike ofher gomes of this kind, Hollywood:
Hustler promises fo make each game completel
different, with all cards being deait at random
Each hand remains known only o the player hokdd
ing them, 5o the computer can't actually chedt
The opponents’ thinking also varies each time sof
€ Fesce 0, ot e bluff, or may be
more aggre:

"r crnamatie it wil ko be used o create e
feel of the game, and depending on how well you
play. you wil gef one of three endin

It certainly looks different and rather entertain
ing. Even fhe game box confinues the tongue-in
cheek style looking ke a cheap *70’s porn fim, and
with the green baize frim you could aimost be
there!

and

Hollywood Hustler has a cinematic style
fries to provide a lffle more fo it fhan just the
game, hence the reason for fhe charac-

fers which are in keeping with the style.
Montana Siim is the chef flom the diner nexi
door fo fhe club and as you can guess by his
name, as well as enjoying *broads’, and gam-
bling, he’s aiso into his food and booze in  big
way. The others are Joe, an ex-sixfies guru wha
is now the manager of the Pussycat porno-
theatre, and Chuck, @ would-be movie sfar
ot right clerk af the marel And (asty. hers
i ocke oo lnown o Miss Astrodate, a stip-
m the exofic cabaret bar. Al sounds

ovey, does 7
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budget

PUBLISHER
uildhall Leist

From the command
sastrsl depley you0mn

to set up attacks.

Uning piavios e scbraivee ave ot & fow’
DS are a company who are quite
well known among many Amiga
owners for their previous war/
strategy games. Their ofher fitles
include Action Stations, Bitzkileg and
Whife Death. Bravo Romeo Delta, their brand
new game, has just been released and it
includes all kinds of new strategic elements that
differ from the first attempts.

Guildhall Leisure are set 1o release this before
winter, along with their second release,
Subversion, and both of them will set you back a
mere £9.99. However, the question is. will they
include enough tactical depth fo keep you
going through the coming winter months?

he idea behind the game is fo fake com-
plete control of the US strategic forces which
include ICBMs, SLBMs, SSBNs and Bomber Bases.
There are a serles of nuclear warheads aimed
for the US Air Bases, and your job is one of
responsiilty - to lounch a limited attack fo pre-

t the warheads reaching their designated
fargets.

The main menu screen is divided info quar-
ters. and each one takes you fo another screen

e e o

of attack or nuclear strike plans -

(VMMDI’(I{IIIIJL DISPLAY

‘le
(mw'mmmm:

RLEYSK ICB (3610 I
LTI .20 1.

82.45 DEG. £, LONGITUDE

3 STATIS LFLRRIING
READINESS LEVEL: NORMAL 8 HOURS 9%
It

= DEPLOVHENT:

§5-18 HOD3(SATEN)

From here you c: s all kind of monus
Which will lead you 5 set Up your campaion

Romec

Reviewed by Andy Maddock'

covering a different part of the game. Nof
being a nuclear/war/strategy fan | wasn'f
really looking forward to_ploughing throught

u affer menu just looking for a way to firg
some weapons. However, affer loading it up |
wos quife impressed with the depth within Bravo:
Delta Romeo.

There’s no doubt that the game was written:
by someone who has researched each part,
studying it in great detail. They quite obviously
know what they're falking about and seem fo
have achieved the right blend of strategy and
tactics. The notorious problem that can occu
with these sfrategy games s the fact that the
programmer includes all sorfs of nonsense thaf!
cannot be understood. Bravo Romeo Delfa
includes a manual that explains every part of
the game. Affer a few minutes, you'll pick up all
the strategy Jargon and soon be processing
attack waves

I can fully understand if people tum their]
noses up at Bravo Romeo Delta - it's certainly:
not the most popular genre but it does appeal
1o a minority group which should be catered:
for.

Having said that, even the small minority may
not be able p with the untidy and
appaling graphics ot oy i tosl
Even the icons located on the leff side of the
screen are very blurred and have no graphical
picture attached. You wil have to check the
manual a few times just to recap on which icon
does what

In terms of war and strategy. there are:
no ofher games fhat immediately spring fo!
mind, so | think it's quite safe o say fhat Brovo:
Romeo Delta is the best of its genre -
despite the odd graphical glitches here
and there



SubVersion

ou are commander of the subma-
fine *Nautilus’ and your mission
objectives are fo locate all enemy
within the area and destroy them
ubversion is the second relecse by
Guildnall Lelsure Infroducing the war/strategy
lopproach, and Is only sightly more arc
fhan Bravo Romeo Delta. You are given @ huge
battlefield play ‘area in middle of the
en, and all the options are located around
fhe edge of the screen. These range from fiing
forpedios to checking your status and looking
for other subs in the vicinity.

The game is basically self-explanatory and a
uge session with manual isn't really
fequired. All the menus and options are located
ot the top of the s making It very user
fiendly. The only annoying factor that is bun.
ded with the package is the code protection
Wheel. A series of numbers are presented to you
and you must find the corresponding letters and
motch them with some more numbers on the
feverse side. It would have been okay, but it
fokes o while before you finally work it out -
especially with a case sensitive code wheel

The main display in the centre of the screen
dsplays areas of combat and locations of
lenemy ships, land and subs. Not only do you
have o desfroy enemy ships, but avoiding and
destroying mines Is prefty much a secondary
mission objective.

The graphics are fairy simple, but there's
imore than enough depth and tactical gam
ploy - in fact, Subversion does become repeti-
five and boring affer a while, because you hay
pen fo stumble upon the same aff

adey

o

Created by C
Amiga Conversion by Dary

The map shows ail the locations of
then enemy. Make sure you choose
a route that steers clear of mines

and over again

If you want a good, serious submarine simu-
Iation then | suggest you check out Sub War
2050. It has the same amount of tactics and
gameplay as Subversion but the graphics stand
out so much further. It lie an underwater flight
sim and gives you an exciting role to play

As it stands, Subversion is an innovative idea
with plenty of challenge to keep you going
quite a whie. If you can put up with the
appaling graphics and the small minor gripe
about the code wheel,

then | can rec-
ommend Subversion enly fo submarine (FF)

admirers.

ptain Byte's Bit Shop

Schroeder

PUBLISHER

Guildhall Leisure

CDSs

PRICE
£9.99
[ DISKS: 20 2
T
HD INSTALL
Yes
SUPPORTS

All Amigas

Although SubVersion contains
some nice introduction
screens, the game itself is
certainly not of a professional
standard

15
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“hints & tips

This game too hard for you?
Skip over those levels by
pausing the game, pressing

codes:

N7RL7JK3BPY
TG3IGDBRICY
96PBLHZIFAL
VHI9AMCTJLN

RSMKVSPGC7X
TCRIASPGCTV.
WPYVAF3BRG3
XMCRLGFDY6G
LIG6YRWT7Y6

mpos:

Top gamel Top codes!

Level 4 FYQQPXEF
GCacl

F1 to F10, fire, then Esc. EXQE) RXWE.
Level2 FBQDD) GGRKIXVF
Level 5 GKQUYXDI
FJQCHXOM GOQUFXBK
Level 3 FNQAYXHI GSQFDXZA
FRQYCXVL
FUQTBXQE

Zool

Level select: type
GOLDFISH on the
fitle screen, fhen F1
to F6 while playing!

Chaos Engine

If you still can't get anywhere in this game
you're a bif sad really, but that's what we're
for. eh? These codes will sort you out:

World 2 with infinife money  GVVCHSDMS7#N
World 3 with infinife money  V35076X6S7WH
World 4 with infinife money  6UCDXU2557V2

ATR (CD32)

fracks (ke Space and Alien Planet) in two-
player mode? Fret no more! Allyou have to dos
reach them on one-player mode, lose a race,
enter your name as ATR, then you can select
them in two-player mode. Wahey!

P

on the password screen fo fy an
ever-so-siightly superior plane instead
of the old “copter.

ointless but true: fype in FRAMPAGE




Top Gear 2

I've heard of annoyingly long and complicated level codes before, but this s fidiculous. t's bad enough

for the gomesplayer, but | have to spend years checking them as well. AAAARGH!

One Player (sgh.)

Bitain

Japan
Scandinavia
South America

Spain
Switzeriand
USA

JPN) +VSL PN13 47G%) 743HH
HLF6 BJHJ GBLV 23J+T MHG66
)FB3 55#2 HNPB M3T5) 521FF
T65W 285%Y $B4R M34DQ FB%11
HLFS B2SR JNRS 3M977 521FF
GPLC GLGS MQIN %4HFF C+$WW
WNJB FHY6 %34V G9PMM JFD44
51FS BHSLAFTR B(RTT BS)VV.
C1G+CDV 6§65 PC3V3 JFDA4
GONF J22( PERL SGMd6 NJH77
J2F$ BMLQ Q) JFL35 MHG66
CGH#4 7F6D YBHC Th52 NJH77
$C82 5QIT (MV9 84#1V HDC33
967VM QS5Y 2NPV %2TFB 743HH
WG%9 JP6G HLM4 2QVYT GCB22

Two players (no,

Biitain

Japon
Scandinavia
South America
Spain

Switzerland
USA

please, nooo)

6$BJ #D1S HMMW 34L%V NJH77
L+G3 LCBQ 38QT 12HSR LGFS5
L2QB 5982 N#91 C7N%T PLIBS
S%VRC GRFA 5BDD J67MY TPN((
(CBS PYLW QPP7 1QRSH D%+YY
273M $79M TB13 FFGMY D%+YY
TN+ 3L%M GN67 LLMRA JFDA4
(TP% 4)8B 3DLB JT948 PLIBS
LBWP R1%# 1(L4 LHIGF#76MM
(194 6TC2 #21( TBP(# 1VT%%
6Q83 563N CLSM #T7ML +(#RR
1572 4T19 B6#1 G7C21 MHG66
95T2 4HY# LDSW DS%YW JFDA44
NWJR VC29 3+GF 6NIGF#76MM
B2NW 14HF QLAF 6NIGF#76MM

clauses

Stuck on a particular game? Martin Shenton (our resident

work experience lad) helps you out of your pit of despair

Robocop 3

Hold down right shiff
fype THE DIDDY MEN in ks

When this

cheeky _little
game begins, type BIGBIG-
BIGB and you can skip levels
by pressing F2.

Alien Breed

Mr Blobby

Why Millennium though
they needed that fat pink
blob of pure evil fo pro:

this perfectly goox

[N | Type these on the main view screen then press return;

selectscreen and if's extra lives
ahoy!

I get four of every sateliite and missile! Wow!
SKYSCRAPER

cuts down that construction fime
LOADSADOSH  hmm...| wonder what this one does.
TELESCOPE shows all the asferoids
Alien Breed LEMING adds 50 o the population
ICEMAN stops all the asteroids, literally!

Let's face if - this game is hord
't panic:

level2 353828

Level3 108383

Leveld 1370101

Level5 982822

Level 6 17464

Level7 737373

Level 8 8122

Level9 267364

Level 10 193831

Level 11 il

Level 12 B38

Level 13 101221 O
Level 14 1 FODFHDHM
Level 15 998112 BDJP
Level 16 125332 DOVI
Level 17 091233 Leveldl  EXMD

|
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preview

430 view wit .ln an impre:
feeling of

™ are @ new company fo the Amiga

market and unfortunately their first

game, Touring Car Challenge, left a

mark against their name, recelv-

ing pitiful review scores. However, their

forthcoming release, Virtual Karting. looks likely fo

redeem their reputation and unlike most of

today’s rather predictable race-‘em-ups. this fitie
fakes the form of a Go-Kart racing game.

Virtual Karting is fuly texture mapped and aims
for this latest *virtual” style. Two views are available
- a2D overhead angle where you can zoom in or
out, or @ "behind the kart’ 3D angle. Both work
pretty well 5o far and the 30 angle gives a good
impression of speed, whereas fhe 2D overhead
gives more of a factical style of game.

There are three fracks avaiable, one is the sim-
ple figure of eight style, another a faxing windy
track, and the last one is for the experts only
because as well as haifpin bends and sharp cor-
ners, you are in danger of faling
info the water surounding most of
the track. Overal, three fracks do

o et Fanie o S iover hecxtio necyl
mode but even o, It sfil seems like o fun game
thot looks original

The gameplay feels very responsive at this
stage and is easy to control. Game speed
depends on your machine, and with a standard
A1200 you can expect 25 frames per second,
However, with an accelerator you can double this
10 50 frames per second.

Sound effects are ako faiy realistic and are
close fo the real thing, and a quife acceptable
infro tune gives quite a polshed feel. What also
looks nice is a Fly-by" helicopter preview of fhe

racks,

Control of the game is either by digital joystick.
mouse, or analog joystick. The player con also
choose whether to race in a 100cc kart or 126¢c,

manual or automatic gears are also
user-definable.

Unfortunately, fhe screenshofs don't do the
preview much justice. Due fo the graphics mode
they don't grab all that well, but hey'll give you
some sort of an idea anyway. The game is AGA
only and is due for release fhis month.

With the overhead mode

You can zoom in or out

SERECT

OBTIONS
BN L

Options are uite generous although there
is no head-to-head mode. tage

By Tina Hackett

Virtual Karting already looks qui
professionally presented

g.usg«ﬁ(,

We are going fo be seeing a lof more of OTM {

in the near future. Planned for Iate 95 Is
Starfighter, a ‘ground breaking’ shoot-'em-
up. League Monitor is also In development
and is @ football application package which
allows the user - either home user or profes-
sional club - fo enter data. Features include
full league fables, form guide, and resulfs
prediction. On the more serious side they are
about fo release PowerBase v3.5, their Amiga
dafabase package.



Log on, hook up or plug into the Information Superhighway. Whichever way you want to enter this new world,
Acorn World ‘95 promises to be the best event of the year. Come and get real, hands-on experience of all the latest
desktop products. Leam from the experts at the live theatre presentations. See the revolution in home services being
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A FREE créche and over 100 exhibitors showing what's new and exciting in the world of IT.
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polygon graphics that
foata the external views
spectacular

ince the success of Geoff Crammond's
Formula One Grand Prix. Amiga owners
have been crying out for @ sequel
Unfortunately, it was announced it wil
only be developed exclusively for fhe
PC. Now,  company willng 1o fake on the chat
lenge of creating a smilar version are Kelion
Soffware - a new company whose debut game is
looking mightily impressive.

Leading Lap has been in development since
December of last year. Aimost 12 months have
passed and hopefully they wil have studied the
competiion and plan fo fry and atfract the
Chiistmas crowds as well as having the premium
arcade racing game, stealing the crown from
MicroProse.

You can see from the screenshols that Leading
Lap looks like a jigsaw - put together by pleces of
ofher racing games. Formula One Grand Prix.
Hard Drivin’ and Sega'’s arcade, Virtua Racing. ol
seem to make some kind of appearance,
graphicaly

However, the plot behind Leading Lap strays
from these three. The idea is to race around many
different European countries and gather enough
points fo fop a league containing five ofher dii-
vers. The drivers will have their own parficular per-
sonalifies and characterisfics so obviously, there
wil be many budding computeriike Michael
schumachers out there.

There will be three areas to race around,
nomely fhe fasing, county cnd oy fracia, s wel
as three different cars - formula one, rally
enciionce - and saeh ane s Gropricaly ciferent
from the previous.

The polygon graphics are looking particularly
spectacular, and fhere is an option fo change the
detail from Hrees and bridges fo large buidings.

Another surprising aspect s the speed. It is
probably one of fhe fastest games | have wit-
il Usualy, fo make a racing
game fast the graphics are often sacrificed.
leading Lap e i ciotoled bock.
ground screens, while stil managing fo keep
the speed at a redlisfic rate,

There are still a few tweaks that need fo be
made here and there, but so far, Kellion
Software could present an offer fhat

MicroProse Formula One Grand Prix fanatics
just can't refuse.

You will also be able to set the angle at which f

action. With Leading Lap there are more. You cal
¥ew fom e e oo anvinio o g
200med out view - much like Sega’s arcy
Virtua Racing, This particular arcade Bocsisd
these angles and, surprisingly. Leading Lap
shaping up to look like @ close Amiga version,

By Andy Maddock

s the view trom Inside the cockpit. Az you
very similar to MicroProse F1GP

Ihis screanshot proves what o graphical
foast Loading Lap is going to

The background scenery is looking quite
varied with many trackside objects which
hopetully won't slow the action do



Leading

the way in Amiga
iadvice, the definitive
guide is back to
keep enthusiasts
fully informed

looks at some magic labels
for your disks and video tapes

Ben Vost takes us through the stages
involved in creating a new CD-ROM cover

In a new tutorial, Steve White gives a helping
hand with improving desktop graphics

Paul Overaa completes the skeleton form
I script with stem variable exposure

South takes you through the best
search engines on the Internet
Pul ing

This month’s column sees Phil South looking
at structured clip art for the Amiga

Amos
In 2 blast from the past, Paul Overaa
shows how to emulate old arcade games

Paul Overaa reviews the Little
Gem two channel audio mixer

Gary Whiteley shows how realistic lighting
can make the difference to 3D rendering
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dorit know ifyou remember
them, but there used to be:
these Magic Drawing tablets
~ they may st it for all
d draw

e of the tablet leaving

Jou with a pristne surface.
Lon which to draw once
more.

How does this reate to anything
ig: someone developed 3
method for clearing the screen in

DPaint? Well no. It 2 bit more mundane

ifen that. The Magic Drawing Tablet

Iabel using your ingernail o a twig or

Franks Nord peruses some nifty labels in
addition to the sage aduite he dispenses

Now that's magic he says in

TUTORIAL

permanent section on them for you 1o

‘make your mark on for postery, and the

‘message labels come i two varieties - 2
two ine variant and a fou fne verson,

The disk labels come ten o a packe for

£2.49, you get fve video labes for the.
same price, and the small messages labels

are £1.99 for four— the big message labels

£1.99for

manufacturer called Re Mark It o thei
ange of disk,

whatever, then,
the message, you can put your finger on

only two.If you are interested i these.

left ofthe label Yo

acr0ss t10 clear the abel,

with the irst Computer Centre on 0113

the

a place your order.

S0, 0nto other business. | think that this month | shouid
tell you how t get rd of Stff, rather than putting new
stuff onto your machine. So we wil start with
unwanted assigns. You know how you have a drawer
assigned and you want to get fd of i, but AmigaDOS
brings up an alert saying “Cannot delete blahdiblan,
object is in use.” Well, if you hit the Shell you can
usually get id of assigns by typing the assign name
followed by dismount or remove, e
sssian blahdiblab: reaove
This will sually let you defete the offending directory
Use the Dismount option If its a device you are trying
0 get rid of rather than an assign. Atematively, f you
have the assign made in your userstartup script, you
can always remove it from there and then reboot.
Assgns aren' usually too problematic to get rd of, but
there are other items that might chew up memory that
You would do wel 10 sort out
The most important of these is undoubted
ENVARC: directory. Numerous programs use ENV: to
store settings and preferences, programs that you
might no longer use. The only way to make sure you

| Iry Again |

aren't wasting valuable system resources s to trawl
through ENVARC: periodically to check for offending
items

If you are using a file manager like DOpus or
Diskmaster you can easlly get to envarc: by bringing up
an assigns list. If you don't have a suitable file
management program, you can do the same Stuff by
‘opening a shell window and cding to ENVARC:. Ifshell
frightens you, then the last method of getting there
10.go into your prefs drawers on your boot,disk (usually
called DHO:, HDO: or Workbench) and have a look fo
 drawer called envarchive. This probably won' have.
an icon 5o you'll need to show all files from the
Window menu on Workbench first

hatever method you reach it you

should eventually find yourself within the ENVARC:
drawer. The only files that are really important in
ENVARC: are contained withi the sys drawer, but that
doesn't mean you can go deleting all the other files
willy nilly. The files in the Sys drawer are all your

fin error occured deleting "blahdiblah
DOS error code 282 - Object is in use

Error help |

skip |

Workbench preference settings, lik the font your
Workbench screen uses, its resolution, number of
colours, etc

save something in
Instance 3 DBLPAL screenmode on a 1084 monitor. If
you have done t
black screen, but you might damage your monitor. The
thing 1o do s t0 boot without a Statup-sequence and
€d to sys:prefs/env-archive/sys and delete the file
screenmode prefs. Then you can happily reboot once
more, safe in the knowledge that your Workbench will
boot in four colours on a PAL Hives s

be happlly displayed on your

Sor
held within their own drawers insi
makes it really easy o see what you are doing. Ifthis
isn't the case, you can always move the questionable
files elsewhere and reboot to see if the files are
required by any of the programs currently running on
your machine.

have on your drive to be able 1o check whether the

This is very useul to know if you make a mistake and
Prefs that you can't use - for

nat

then the best you can hope for is 3

een which will

4
mes the preferences stores In ENVARC: are
ide ENVARC: - this

Obviously, you will need to run the programs you

you have moved are needed

Abort |

ion remove’ 1 thin
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Avialable Now

AWSTrac microtrackbal is designed
fobocpanted g o s sk
enough tofitin yummc
Coming this Septem

Active color LCD, power unlthatcan
mountup o two batteres, one batery,
power supply, and rackbal. Includes
Linklt and Cross Dos Pro. No soderig.

Coming in November
The PAWS 3000 and 4000 - Sare as the
'PAWS 600 and 1200 (o battery support)
butincludes our Enhanced Driver Car
Enhanced Driver Card (Upgrade) for

the PAWS -Ouratet ivercard il
support Passive Color LCDs and support
most Aiga dsplay modes 0 include PAL

The Gecko - The Gecko is an extemal unit
that plugs inlothe Amiga's RGB port o use
any standard VGA monfor in most display
modes, even PAL! Comes wih cable and
power supply

nassas, Virgnia 22110
7033307250 Volos, T03.330.5752 - Fax

(!Dzmumn

QUALITY P.D. & SHAREWARE

_only 73!1 per di em

i

32

¥

o soppl e ks e p oty 409 por ik
) ot er o sl s vt o A s e st

e

Order Hotline - Tel: (01274) 677673 24 hrs

[ AMIGA MUSICIANS! )
Specifically designed and manufactured for use
with the Amiga, we are pleased to introduce the
“little Gem” Micro Audio Miker and EQ Unit

Allows you greater control over the sound
when playing the Amiga through an outside
sound system, or when recording the Amiga
audio output to tape or DAT.

2 thmeln /Dol it

nbeoedert e / 5t ' el
ttory s geaten - akes 0 poue i e i
Frtes sunds pr o saing - then e g ik
et 25  sund st seinsh e the s
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Avalaie ol from

e
EXEIEET GILLETT r MULTIVEDIA |
7

ca 10F

g 0 o o Audrey's Way, Ely, Cambridge
1953) 669203, Fax: (01353 683371

3.5” IDE Hard Drives
for A600*s & A1200s

at excellent prices

fully installed including your workbench
software, prices include carriage back to you.
Examples:

270Mb £125.99 @ 360Mb £133.99
420Mb £144.99 @ 540Mb £161.99
850Mb £195.99 @ 1275Mb £246.99
Please call first for latest offers

* Some A600s may require new ROM to fit hard drives

GCElectronics
COMPUTER WORKSHOP

12 Newmarket Street
Consett, Co. Durham

Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249
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¥ good fiend Erol at
EMComputergraphic
approached me a whie ago

‘and asked | could produce

 some cover artwork for his upcoming CD-

Played around with the concepts e gave
me and decided that UightWave would
prove the best soution for the
bulding blocks of the fina image.
The intal text Phiase ' was the fst thing

1 decded to bevel the text as tlooked 2
bt bland and fa. At ths point | checked

Ben Unst talkss us through a recent commission

[ouer version

TUTORIAL

Amiga 3D Part 7

important fea P
facityfor mulipl, independent lyers in
the same picture. Ths meant | could have:
separate, discrete elements, ke the Phase |

0, the norma text hat appears o1 the
cover, the background, and the glow as
indwidual editable picures

on the background, without needing to

texturing for the text, and surprsingy, e
wen for myfirt choice which | had merely

using Quark XPressfo the ayout of the CD.
on the page because Pagesteam still

a 50 we setted on the fla ront but tipped

RATIOS AND EFFECTS

Things to

Looking back at the image | produced,
there are certainy some things | would

ty if I had had the time (and might
attempt for Phase 2, 3, etc. i Erol lets
sy, | probably wouldn' make

cichéd

Photoshop to speed up the rendering
process. Motion blurs, lens flares ant
lighting effects are al easy to achieve in

made theirobject the same size in
centimetres as the pictures were n poels. |
e e for the camers once more,

ofthe scene: AL the same tme | brought the
text and picture objecs out from the centre
toseeif motion blur would ook nice.
Unfortunately, motion blr looked anything
butnice, but the particle biur seemed 10
work real nicely.

| compositedthe Phase | textonto a Lo-
1es preview of the background so that Erol.
could getsome idea of what | was t1yng 0

hampered by a deadiine for this
commission, 5o | didn't need to save
time. Lasly, it pays to try and extend
your software collection. Had | only
been able to use LightWave and ADPro
for this cover image, it would have been
alot more bland than t curtent

Photoshop and take  lo less tme than | 40+ Helked the basedea but suggested
the effects : a '
Having said thar. | wasn't overly | Mg CDs 1900 onto the covertoam home

the point of the artwork. 50| resendered
Eventualy, ihrough tialand o, we came
how the end resut wouid look

Now hat | had compléted the buid

0 agree

&

Because 3 CD cover snt a that frge, | only

now. rather than print This bviously 100k 3108 canno printseparatons 3 real serious
e ro, the ample: faut paciage 10
texure Bumpy Cr separatey, Iended Up Wi you o]
temoved fo the bevel, and the sampe a A
s parof g the second  square forthe ackground. 10 completet mage nfess than a page. |
for onlywisht s a painess a proces 0
ierent angle, 0 purpos i
o, a thatlevel, butfor That having been i, | did have a ot of
Erol
ant ke the punty angle st put e text on the Mac theend

should, and perhaps wil, be. The most

athigh' resouton,

[Amisa Computing]
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result gest you boost
EMCs coffers and buy the CD for yoursef




Hi@Q Limited

Tel +44 01525

211327

The Storage and System Design Specialists

Multimedia PowerStation optlons for all Amigas
| Power ( n Specifications:-
120 o o o ol P Bysar.
2 oo ok gh Lkt sl coneircin
15 varous mouning conhralons
G o e

bl G v
8. Fullre expansion potental.
Low cost when compared 1o singl drive cases.
and Amiga audio oufputs i spoakers.
 spoe ndicatr, 2 speod swichabl.
12, DOES NOT VOID WARRANTY.
Rave reviews in all Magazines

Tower Version
- v .

PowerStation Case Prices
includes internal Audio & SCS| Cables

PowerStation pack Prices
Includes 2 x SCSI CDRom + Squirel

speaker version £320.95 \J ‘sjm;‘n 'speaker version :;n.;: AA1200 420Mb IDE
o s . ey =
Toow G 5 b!“ Gt fooss | Only £124.95
WO FRE s |
Only £139.95 \

HiQ STAR DRIVE BUYS !!

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

Wellthe wait is over and the future has arrived in the
shape of he now Panasaric PD Systam SCSI Optical
drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed
ROM and Optical Read/Wiite system. (Yes, you W
read that correctly!).

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at

always on e just like a conventional hard drive.

!Limited Supply! !G)‘P-&

Internal Drive Unit £599.95 inc. VAT
650Mb Cartridge ‘ £49.95 inc. VAT
External Case i $  £59.95inc. VAT

A1200 850Mb IDE
Only £189.95
Al drives formatted, and Magic Workbench plus PD
‘Software installed. Free fiting for personal callers.
A1200 Cable Pack £20
Post & Packing £7 (CityLink)
SCSI 3.5” Drives

Quantum 540Mb FireBall £179.95

Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer ~ £229.95

Micropolis 2.1Gb AV drive  £769.95
COMING VERY SOON

Full blown S-Video quality digital Video
Recording, Editing and Playback system for
PowerStation users only.

Features:-

« Digital SVHS / Comp recording.

Samsung New “M” Range Monitors

The new Samsung M Range moritrs are oy for
i o above the
i e fom 1 largest

g eo oo oePa
15" Gle .95

177Gl ):sasas ‘7 " Glel £740.95

Soon to be made in the UK

« Encoded SVHS / Comp Video Output

« Full Digital Video Editing software includes
many high quality DVE effects

« Upgrades Processing power.

« 16 bit Audio recording and Playback

« Includes Mpeg playback facilty.

 Mpeg file creation software included.

« 1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.

« Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.

Prices from approximately £1,500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers

(St o e .
. =

1 S watiscivesarso

He i

Quad Speed versus Dual
i :-ou.us,..u..rmu..v 50
q ke e
Sl Interfoce | 018 Meeximspeedusetar -
ﬂ;v

(Y

Volume, Bass and Treble
Excellent

o
A
o
A
a
A
a.

What about very high qualty vi
Yes, for
wmxdumnknnwlbem %7

Noad we say more £54.95 +P&P

Price only £39.95 rar t700

All Prices include VAT

HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB. ?
EMail address:- Compuserve 100432,711

Tel 01525 211327 Fax 01525 211328




he aim of this tutorial s to
help you get the mast out of
your paint package and as a

result show you how to

Jéesign great pictures and animation,

iclucing natural backgrounds, choosing
e correctcolous and spreads
preiminary design techniques, brush
ranpulation.specil efets, anmation
ichniques and much more.

Athough mst of the screenshots in
s ttoriat are taken from Briliance 20,
i subjects covered wil o appy to
iose of you with Deluxe Paint or
pesonal Pain. | have used terminclogy
fenployed across al hese packages so
o can fnd the approprst reference n
ire manual
ROUGH SKETCH
Thefst step when designing any
computer-oriened artwork s to make
e you have a rough on paper rom
utich to work rom. By desgning on
paper st you can sl corect and
enhance your scene without wasting
frecious tme inyour paint package.

When you ae happy with your
design, you should wite down what
olours you will ed and any spreads

Don't go
spare
one o the most wsetltols I any
paint package is a Spare page,
rormally acessed with the s k.
Wnie designing backgrounds you

can be retrieved whenever | need

Steue White explains how you can join the
artistic masterclass and improve your
deslstop graphics techniques

Croating the right colours is the first step
venture. Use them wisely or suffer the cor

that may be required. A spread is a range
of colours blended

in any graphics.
nsequences

PUTORIAL

splash of paint

Although it tempting to start your

design with the foreground, the best
place to start s the background. The
background is invariably the simplest

element in design and can act as an
incentive o finish the picture off fone of

excellent reference for your foreground

colour dithering to see which elements and you may even find better

between a start
colour and end colour, You may want to
create a spread of greys, in which case
you simply select your start colour black
probably, select Spread, and then c
nd colour (whitel. Your paint
package wil automaically il in the lots
between start and end with the
appropriate colours
‘Obuiously, those of you with AGA
machines will be able to create more

more colours invariably means more.
work, although the finished artwork will
ook beter than 16 or 32 colour image.

COLOUR SELECTION

For those of you with nonAGA
machines, the task of colour selection is 3

est. When you think
you've got your palette right, save t ou.

positioning than you originally
anticipat

elements of your design that are of most
importance ~a background can easlly be
covered by justa single colour, two at
the most

One way to fasely create colour
transitions (spreads) is 0 use dithering.
Dithering works by creating 3 chess
baard pattem made up of two €olours
Due 1o the resolution, the effectfools the
eyeinto thinking its seeing a new colour.
Ifyou dithered red and white it would
ook IIe pink, green and red appears as
brown. f you don't
machine it may be a

Probably the most fightening type of background
sky. desert and snow are al natural backgrounds that make ar
with natural backgrounds s that critics wont allow for mistakes. If i the inside of a
spaceship or buiding you made up it doesn' mater what pec
creation,

There are two ways to design natural backgrounds and both work equally well. You
€an go for the reaistic design in which you attempt to accurately recreate the
background as much as possible, or opt for the
and taking less ime.

If done correctl, both look impressive, but you must remember

cartoor

ook, using fess

at they als
te 2 complex background with
probably have to do the same with th

many colours then you
Therefore, for those of you with nor-AGA machines it may prove

oreground elements
2 sound decision

opting for the cartoonsyle background.

In the next issue | will be explaining in detail how to go about designing natural

un an AGA backgrounds - both reas look at Gradients and
how they can speed up the bad process

0 aciwally create an mage with different

Amiga Computing|
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'DISKS COST £1.25 EACH, NO MINIMUM ORDER, ALL VIRUS FREE AND USER FRIENDLY.

1 disk
PICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE.

ATELLITE
SMARTCARD

EMULATOR!

Connects all VideoCrypt & EuroCrypt
decoders to your computer. Emulation
software to decode most encrypted chan-
nels (including Adult, Film, Music &
Sport) is freely available — full details
are included. This product should not be
used to view channels for which you do
not have a subscription!!

Now only £39.95 for Amiga, IBM PC & Macintosh

Send two 25p stamps if you need further details.
Please add £3.95 P&P and allow up to 30 days for
delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE.
Foreign orders welcome. Trade Enq. Fax: +44
(0)1884 255273
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his month fm adding the fiashing
touches o the skeleton formilscript
we've been working on n recent ssues
and tackling th st remaining problem
area, namely the need to define denical
constant terms in any procedure that uses them.
an AR function as a procedure s,
hvmemnxanagwmmmmm

mocified by anything that happens i other aeas

How to expose "™ .
yourself!

i e o ve s e - g g
‘gobal] for ndisng 8

the codel. In short,

b e ol increasingy
importan

ks Coneti m(ampk» Youllnotice,
When you compare this month's code (0 that

The. mmmuy i that tere
s e,
Poweve:, The
and th
dta, pass
Lsting 1. for examplg i i
wre usefs
S L The dispiay may look the same but
defnton. significant code changes have been mads
Asfaras iy

Concemed, it would, of course, be far beter

stpton e ot s it (i tenort, yoakmve e ben i ok

hatC:

efnitons

program!
10 define such tems at the startof the program
and then pass the required variables a function
parameters. This approach s fine ifyoue only

4 proceduresty, M exposing the . stem.

Garsarbrite: procedure
vindow ¢ tents

wtonear v il
. %

were moved

s you probably know, AR provides an : Because

pose keyword whh povedes anhes ke those two routines

pathay for making partcular variables VSO 0 =
u o for e 3 Sp /610 1 psiton carr o Procedures they bor

aprocedure. My approach for making satic all e (iion 81111 440 1 o Q) Procadues they b

proudo-constant
e on s ey, Dt s o st e of Setinition

splay evesing exchelineie R S
- itinvolves the use of ARexx's compound

By defining a sutable stem and using ths as
the basis fo al statc defrtions, ai that needs to

Coming soon

With the front-end form dl

random access file handling facilities
e ieas
For the immediate future, however,
xu;petl it Is probably best if we allow
some time for the quite complex ideas
of recent instalments to settle for a
while. Next month, therefore, I've got
sancling sty e or you =8
f using a fully-fledged ASL file

an issue that you must not miss!

1+ fnverse video style comnd +/
1+ inverse off conmand 41

BN o i
il

Py It et e comnd 1
LITHICHT 1 I+ italic off consand 1
pey 164" 1 olé text un a0
LR " o

60 e it 1

Il 1+ s it o 11

SNI'EXARPLE - 15,8000

B TAE 08 et e b follvin &t ettt TAEC o7
SN T (10m) 1

80100 VISH 10 ENTER MORE OATA () 2

!
0. SCREENPRORPTY
5. SCREEN_RONPTS

Listing 2 The example program's static
ot in its new stem based form

Garreie: st oo 3
dow 1, o

a0 1l )
call Writech{uindow, texts)

Shoutmputfield: Procedure expse 3.
s

aall britech(y Ll 0 14 poiton e 1
Al Witebeitntst heon

| Listing 3: The
modified versions.
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COLOUR KITS

S i g e e ot 1t
it vt o el e TR, COLOLR RNTER 1 e i i o .. R i S L L3 S T Pk
o T e ) A R 4 N

FLEXIDUMP S STECIALREINK

)itk he o f, ke ot the b and el Wi o e 00,1124, 180,212 21% S

e P e tns ot gl one e LC2009 Pin,Epson LQ10, Oki182/390 ki
reload  reloads '-‘E‘Mﬂrbmklﬂ» ibbons .

Gitzen Switt/ABC/224 nws &

Tesens “&E‘““‘“‘“ 5% e gga BLACK PRINTER RIBBON RELOADS
S B aw s

for MON() PRINTERS

Fnolor K

&%

;m‘:\".,{:‘”ll,‘:"";‘;L;"n,"“‘x.i.”.m.:ﬁ&‘;‘,?n. Saricat 1) zn/zm Py un the mp off, ukewlmuw ibbon and
3 o 3 S B o ek o S0 S PR SR LA

eload it witha g
g e i 3 L i S/ ABC D ks .99
e INKIET REFILL Star LCI0/20/100°5 blackrloads. a4%

Shechbge et For: HP DESKIET 500, 510, 520, 350, 00C, 350C, S60C.
o e e S, EFSON STYLUS 800, 1000 CANON BUBBLEJET pC-01,  3arLCM Rnge Sback eads 89
Sl Com i Pt MChewt ™ 51107 £X)SX. BCUZ, 81200, B30, 1300, D330 Seiksha 1900/240/SL95 3 bsc loads.-£9%
o GLIVETT!PIs0.25) 350 AN PROJET 5 1%
o Refill Kit 120m1 N 1699
ONE¥-£3995 CARE SPECIAL £29.95 CANON BIC 600, B] w U

e e
| MISCELLANEOUS C-mw\ Blcann Blcmnu-u w rm-u. of Yellow, 4 Colour Citizen Swift/ ABC/240.
—_ | ComEL i T
fouse Mat. a% [I'SDN STYLUS' TmCoLOUR refill, 2 refills of 4 Colour Star LC1
o oo d. &9 4. 4 Colour Star L( 9 Pin.
e seoeny o5 S LMt

0681 i Eions EhOToAA /P DAGE DAY \xit FLECTRONICS or use Access/Vis 1Colour Sar L

o e

CARE ELECTRONIC e G

Dept AMC, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. Fax: mm 672102| 1Cok

e
(A ORDER LINE ON 01923 = | G i

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE | Wide range of other ribons avaiable

"’Ppl:ca,,fn "8 syst,
pﬂf F

rish 10 mor
! € Comy,
My T wrig
m ch fyg Witing P disks
irecty, mha,, "duku hen
i\:‘ Ty Lig Li s .

Test FFS AFS  Units
i 409 1780 Files/Sec
CreateFile 227 1073 Kisec




e Internet i big. | don' really mean
big, | mean BIG ' got mifions of
s, it has millons of users. It has
of home pages. How the blazing ip.
Jou going to home in on the pages which
yourinerest ifyou can' find them. ts not
fike @ needle in 2 haystack a5 a needle
needie factory.
Fortunately, we have a it bit of
chrology on our side. Search servers, or
garch engines as they are sometimes calied.
al the hard slog out of inding 2 Ink you
looking for.

[alkse me to
your header

and

ek stes? Jus type STAR
and about 15 seconds ater you have a

It bt long in the tooth. What was needed
was

s

about 15 minutes of goofing about with search
engines. Inthe old days t could have aken
days

al the sites about UFOS? Type UFO and
ol have more pictures and text about UFOS.

repor ¥ |
', and Imlooking

keywords

Fox Ml [4
need anything on the Inteet, @ search
s your man.

you at your browser, 0 ites ke Yahoo and
Lycos were bom.

goby. y
system has now moved over 0 a search

 ry,sick, make
your hairstand on end, in fact make you do
anything except go someplace eke. Send your
URLS to: Pl South, Comms Column, Amiga
Computing, Media House, Adiington Park.

engine,
ifa site exsts, you wil be able to find i within

Look forward to hearing

from you.

‘Yahoo - this s the fun one, and it has a ot of
very coolfnks, as wel s some very good
serious ones. This shouid be your st stop,
andif you get fed up with not being abie to
find what you want, then trysome of the
others

Submit It}

the
Archie server, an old ntemet thang which
used 1o be the best way 10 search fo file. This
Is a better way, but using simiar technology. I
you can' find a il then ths i the one for you
httpi/sre.doc.ic.ac.uldarchieplexform.ht
m

AliWeb - another Web page searcher. Not as
dynamic as the others but occasionally it
comes up with ank th others miss. Asearch
engine is only any good if people post their
web address o it

‘Submit It - i you need 1o publicise your own
pages, then this is the place to do it s it has

arch/doc/form.html

Richard G. L'Hommedieu, Jr. Home Page
it

ar panet. It does
Lycos - s s the ig one. i ks astarast
about he Texas sale. T fle here are y can'see
peopk forsearch engines. ) seems And 3D programs.

{1 was kidding
best for Wide Areasearches. i about the dress part
hetpi//www.Iycos.com! hitp://www.pbinet/-limg

Aminet - i s the best way into Aminet. The
tad out search ways ful, but

engine,

he Web ‘open. ithr y this
one orthe Geman s, sometimes access s
quicer o the European miror.
httpi//wuarchive. wustl.edu/~aminet

http://www.uni-paderborn. de/aminet

Imperial ~ the Premier UK FIP st
being a mirror of the Sunsite network, 50 f you
have any other machines e Macs or PCS
hanging about [or indeed hungry emuiators
needing software] this is where you can fil
your boots with more software than anyone
wsefully needs.

"
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The largest and most highly praised collection of high
quality DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA history!

We have seen almost every Amiga CD title in existence and sadly, the general trend appears fo be "shovel as much data o as possible and to hell
ith e qualty” The majoryofhese CDs are also developed as mult platform C e e e e iy sageos o e conparysling
them,th end use s faced with  CD continin a high proportion of s tha he protubly can't sven use S0 what i et .. CD con
lods of adly cnganised Jlrulum\ flled it ow qualiy (n some cases even shons) rapice B M i, o s e toscs
inhe font irctorisand inds..a massive task o i hands..h as hundreds of fonis (Bt re S s v s s i o
Knowing what he's ot The po risthenUraly fred nkoloding evry il fon g SRRt o st s s
St o' o cooulh: e (. e iy, s Pt Tt A ‘missing and/or corrupt fles!
Some of these 8 calld CD developerseven gt awsy wih “shoveling” at rom their o CDs 1o s ind eleasing he new CD.o
P oy v o i s 3o ey w? We genuinely feel that she current sitation
stnks and we at EMC e aiming 05t the standard on et all datn CD3 ot Amigh il JodgedL A bl S Yok Sy W e
ief insight to what will be included on the EMC CDs and how the data will be organised.
Firl, thése CD re smed direcly a Amiga usrs.anar ot deigned {ormal platfon ompuee e TS AR Gt You won' g CDs
Taadcwith P fics i you cannot voc! T i i th rapid 100 o of fon,ciprt & g data. cach of the 3 CDs will containJFF fot
w screns for EVERY fon (regardless of s format) you simply click on he preview \un\\ubLLtlvelum ‘The clipart
directories hav Y diectores include full oF preview RSBl vl screcas andl 130 Bcbeipive ¢
Parchasr of e s will i b e oo 15y  yetace ok, pobAfe 6 s c M ‘containing font printouts!

The RRP price for each CD is £24.99 + £1.00 UK pp
For First class recorded Airmail.Europe add £4.00 pp & Rest of World add £6.00 pp

The second disk - EMC PHASE 2 - will be released on...Monday 6th November 1995

E.M.CoMPUTERGRAPHIC's PHASE 2  reicaseoare: ot November 1995
PD/Chureware Library CD Collection

FONTS  Adobe Typet EMC volumes 17, 27, 29 &
O it e MG Yt 25, 26,30, 31
Caour NG vl s 48 8:46 oot 71 macing commptabl Type 1 Fonts

Aphabeis)Borders 19, Buldings(e), Garoons(17), Computer(7, Education (),
lectric(6), Food (90). History (5), Natural (59), Space&SaiFi (

ol Maps (of every country on Earthl), Ships. Vegelam

Arows & Stars, Borders, Buidings, Clipart, Office, OtherStu, Photo, Transport.

Animals, Cartoons, Food, OtherStuff, People, Plants, Sports, TheArts, Transport,

Xmas.

IMAGES. i 16250 clour andHam oo fomals

bylons, Birds, Boris, B, Dogs, EQUp, EQuest, Famous Peogle, Gt
Ks\ly Mmla N pisreed, Panoramas, Feople, SciFi, Terminator, Textures, Star Trek
(TNG) V, Water Scenes, Widcats, Woid, World People an over 70 mégabyis of 796 x
565 Video Backarops in IFF 16.& 556 coiur formats

PHASE 1 avausie now. 22499 pp PHASE 3

FONTS Adobo Typo1 ENC voumes §,5,6,78 16
D o e Vimion . 6 10,20 .24 , itk
g

RELEASE DATE : January 1996

Typet EMC volumes 78,79, 80 & 81
. MG yokimes 85,04, 5 868 57
u 00 IFF colour Glpfonts
and 52 IFF Ciplonts ind all our previously unrelsased Typet, GG and ColourFonts
CLIPART i i stk e s [ —
I i (114, Eartas 7). Musi(12), Paope?) nefion’2) IFF Evorts 45, Mitary wzsv Wi (5, Spon (971, Transport (35,
IFFCal am Care, s s, Diasaurs, Dogs. Pk, Horse, Lo Work (37) and World (4
usc, Planes. Repti

£ps . Al BB Computrs, Food, Logos,Offc, Pecpe,

Transpor, USA, ol

e ok Ml Tuen. Kma

IMAGES o e e

MRGES i e S Pl e o Biks (Mot Boats: Castes, Cats, Claseic Cate, Bngeons and Dragon

il Baoong ka7 o Con O Who Star Tek (053, ractals G, Greece: ks, oawy Mefl Ty

Natial ansS Fiooy. Hor nders, Fophles, enuwsmgs ok Tvek Gars; Movies, Fobots. Starwars, Waterife, White, Woodroffe and over 67mb of

(FOSanovis rans 67 of 58 x 500 Voo Bacrcrop 17 164 I 73 6 oo Backitor 7 164 550 oo ot

LS coon omat

m

it i DON'T BUY THESE CDs!

At Pageseard e o vesion 0, Corplle Ophisinz ot 0 IESECDs!

15 s pany Opa i, TypesminE o3 updse g bomo. P agosoams 0uare oking o ooty rganised ow arace ci

oo, 13 Tealy setu it ang heaps of sher sl i thatcan iy b essed a8 eI s SOt o8 OF o
e th ar o i P s arpadied ot whh i an s archwes!

PHASE 2 PRE RELEASE OFFER...£19.99 +pp...ON ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE 3rd NOVEMBER
Credit card and postal order orders willnotbo processed/barked unti the day of CD release & CDs wil be
ispatched the same day. Chequ orders are subjectfo 5 working day clearance before dispat
If you wish o receive your GD 45 500 a5 possiple after s launch, we aquire wiiien permigsion Aliowing us to
ank your cheque 5 working days prior to the CDs launch date.

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC

esoe 8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. CO15 10U
e £t Tel: 01255431389 Fax: 01255 428666




owdy folks, This month Im going to
the normal tutoral

ata collecton of structured cip at for Amigas.
Ifyou remember, back in ssue 88 we had a
ook at the differences between structured
{otherwise known as vector) and bitmapped
cip art. We also had a look atthe various
formas supported by Amiga software, and the
collcton | am looking at today i all n EPS.
format. This means you should be able to use it
in Final Writer, ProPage, PageStream, and

Bursting
the bubble

PUBLISHNG

many other packages.If your program i ke
Pofage ot you vl e o screens 2 b, e
Final Writer and PageSream both have:

abiity tofet you see the graphic as it m\ry s

£9S format cip art, all i not ost s Artworks —
the company that produces the clip art - kindly
supplies an IFF ILBM version of the clps for use
in programs like DPaint and the fie. The set
Artworks have supplied me with i the second
volume i a three set seres — Badges, Banners

Frames, Cormers, Strps and Motis, and Signs

and Symools
HIGH QUALTY

The qualty of al the cpart i each volume
is oustanding, with some very useful mages -
red cad symbols i the Signs an ymbols
volume being parculary handy orayig out
s ounavers e Exch ke

Following on
from the

3.1 offerssome

above, bu

accompanied, byan
oghr page ek i s e

discussion @

Workbench 2, especial for
‘graphics card owners, | expect most of you

L hoche.  acog e oo w et s e
e ock] auple of
P v it oyouve | e s s tratos
Vet Gl ikl 10NHHS 300,
; ity e o 4 P o NN P ol
lipyou are using. Typeface Engne. Should be  ice way of creaing a brary of Franks Nord
e sk
o s g oo 65 g i ve
prope ige box, and is e, or non-existence, of certain diacritic DD sa sume
Ky mars ki copyon /o, Quotton mars
Jong e oo and prinfor nocceerted. faster han heway structured
o o g o G Oy, i ope’s |8
i wn " oy ety for ekt sandan CG dip art
B o 1k vy o i Adte

the cip ant are
only

ki
would be very handy.

usable at screen resolution. | was really rather
hopingfor

Lasty, there should be a datatype on our
Disk

downto o but | guess

Datatypes e, of course,
3000

aa

f

the necessary dosh to get software tha s EPS-
compatible. The volumes are also availabie in

singly or £17.50

e
Another

- e
"] clip art comes in
very handy when you are sending out

Of course, if you are mnmm; Pagestream 3, you
have st gotthe type preview macro to use for
a high qualty print out of al the postscript fonts
in your system.

Font o' the month

For a long time now it has been
common practice in magazines that

10 DTP to have a
font of the month, so from this month
onwards, | will be looking for good,

/o Amiga Computing, Media House,
Adiington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP
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ARNOLD
COMPUTER
ﬂJPPLllZQ
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30 S o o atest prcs.

19000 ok PD irrynow vaine
PD prices il .00 por

Barry Voce
0115 9264973

11 Campion Street, Arnold,
Nottingham NGS 8G]

AMIGA BOOKS FRO!

ROLEPLAYER

Issue 3

WIN campaign Cartogtrapher

Future Roleplayer, 8 Woodsetts Rd,
North Anston, Sheffield, $31 7EQ

REE PD SOFTWARE
AMIGA - PC - All Commodore
Subscription umbmumber £9.50 UK only

g’fmm) 6515436
al
Commodore.

Write to 45 Brooksci Gllﬂl. Cmydon CRO 9NA
Independent  Products Users

PRESENTS:

Chooset FREE (pap 75p)

‘Special Pack detals

apx. &5

CAPRI € DISTRIBUTID
W“’ mmm mux AMIGASS

THE AMIGA
USER CLUB

* FREE PD! *
ints! *
*

00k makes 1 boatabe disk!
00K makes 1 non-bootable disk!
FREELY UPDATED CATALOG
WITH
INDEX & VIRUS ClE
Phone for

ERONLY o1

We afso supply Amiga Software Hardware AT RGOS o . A e
to non members - telephone for details K 1“.‘:;‘5,'. “| | CAPRI €D DISTRIBUTION
The Amiga User Club RGN 2l | | Dept ACH, Copr Hous, Do Stes,

22 Heol Marlais, Liandybie, Ammantord,
auv.
Tol: 01269 851413

Surrey CR29YS
Tel: 0181-657 1617

o, Bucks, 57 SAA
TEFAY: 01628 091022
@B TRADE ENQUIRES WELCOME Tl

Gonvert your Amstrad

(CTM 644,/0) Picture Only
8 (CTM 644,0) inc. stereo speakers
a

&3
Visa /Switch Detivery 2 Days

To place an ad on this page call Barhara Newall on 01625 878888. Free typesetting service avai
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s getting etters asking me
how 10 do this o that in Amos, like
How can | write  game of
Defender?” or ‘can you show me h
it e bochg ek g Pond?, o
How do you do that trick w
deezzing in Robotron? | ell you, i's a never
ending strugge for santyin this house. What s
worse i that haf the time, people donit want
0 know how 10 code, they want me to write
the program for them and put it on the disk
they send me. Forget . buster I's my Job to
teach people how to code, not do the work for
them. Tsk! Some people.

Butjust when | was resolved never 10 do the.
ity work for anyone again, | got a ette from
an a Amiga Computing reader - R Bellows of
Edinburgh - who asked: Tve tried as hard s |
an to make a ball bounce around the screen
ke it does in Pong or those Arkanoid clones,
oI g e ol
ight, | give up. Here is

Pong, or Ping Pong, was one of th first
games ever devised as a computer or video
‘game, and it was cetainly the fst video game |
owned, | don't know about you - but then m
s2d and old. The thing which always fascnated
me about the game was the way the ball
bounced around the screen. It seemed to
simulate a real ball bouncing around,

e characters

chof
course is incorrect because real blls bounce in
dimensions not two. But 2s a 2D gar
ping pong it wasn' at allbad.

It was quite a few years laer that a friend of
mine, | think it was probably Aaron Fothergil,

lWhat's
that pong?

showed fe bouncing things
withvectors. The example s as olows

Cors 061 ¢ Wide ¢ Flash OFF £ 018 0 ¢ Lok 46
Paper 0

Input °1 Vecter “jp11

bt Voo 1

tls 0 : ar 0,0 1o 3,3

Gt ah AT

1160 © 110
WiLe 150 10 XFES20 and 11 and 14200
Bob 1,11,

Wit bl
et}
i

vent
nd

0034

SuperPONG

ong was one of th
first computor games

v
direction between 8 and 8, and ti tells the

that work. Al you need to do i 0 put them
together, You can'? Dohi Do have o do

vectors behave in two dimensions s one way of
learning how to compute them i 30, which
maes for some pretty fancy 3D game ideas.

A separate routine, which i sort ofrelated to
that isthe Fip Flop, where a value i ipped
one way and back again. Trythis:

ot
s I T 111 180

011
n-mu,u.wm
et eter

b 1,1,100,1
it il

tetont
1

or pa3y

b 1f
Loop

This s a simple example of bouncing a bal on
the side of the screen. Add these things
together and what have you got? Aot of code
which doesn' go together to make a game?
Yes, you'd be right there. But you have the
seed of a game. You have a couple of processes

Okay, Pong me!

Let's see your Pong games then. Write a game based on the principles we've
discussed, and write a simple Pong game. Add a scoring mechanism, a method of

repeating rounds and starting a new game or finishing the game all together, and
put it on a disk. It shouldn't be terribly long, so Il print the best ones in a future

ssue. To give you a little incentive, t
i

st one gets a

copy of my book Mastering

Amiga AMOS’, and if you'e particularly unlucky Il sign it too. That'l teach you.

q? Oy
You set the sprite offin a andom direction
from the centre of the ‘court, okay. You do this
simply by making the input values 0 the vector
random. Next, you check the sprite via collsion
detecton and checking the numbers:

10 o 12520

tosee ft hits the bat or a goal ine. I i hits the
oof or the floor, the top and bortom of the
screen, you simply i the Y coordinate o it s
going in the opposite directon. So imagine the
ballis going up to the top at 45 degrees. Both
the X and Y co-ordinates are increasing. Then
the ball hits the sde. Fip flop the Y coordinate
and make it go down and the ballappears to
bounce offthe foof of the court

Write stuff

1f you have any other Amos programs or

5, then please wiite to the
usual address, which is: Phil South, Amos
Column, Amiga Computing, Media House,
‘Adington Park, Macclesfieid SK10 4NP. Please
send routines on an Amiga disk with notes on
how the program works on paper, not as text
files on the disk. Make the routines short

them use no external graphics If they can't be

used without them then be sure to provide

them on the disk in native IFF format, and the

same goes for sound files. Follow these

quidelines and you'l be sure of making me a
py man if nothing efe.
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Phil South
shows you
how to
emulate
theesy old
artade game
techniques



"l FREE CATALOGUE
Over 2,000 titles

Zone 1
‘the software people’

¥, VAT, P&P are ALL include.

Great prices, same day despatch, free gifts, regular prize draws;

The price you se, i the pri

Petra Software
30 Hartington Road, Southampton,
Hampshire SO14 OEW.

Check out the advertisers index to
see the Amiganuts double page
spread advert to find out how to get
hold of th spankin’ new
AMOS AGA extension and AMOS
Dialog procedures.

Petra Software is the new born baby
nd will be supply-

of Amiganuts PD,
ing excellent ¢
at excellent prices.

For more info, please call Joe at
Petra Software

TEL: 01703 348 943
FAX: 01703 366069

WIZARD GAMES

ANY 3 FOR £20.
in St 06 e

00
Rowd K (A1200)
i Workds

0 g Srcegy o
s Ealy Ry of e Furien
ot s (300 Sy lar (01200
v e - Wik Socar i
St N300 o Spen Gl (A1) arp o (AI200)
G Poar s Pond 3 A1 200, bl Mgt
o Gurer T op Ger AL SOUNSDD
Do (& O3 Eropa AS0D v of Sl (AI200)
racon ) sy oSt e T
Cmarion T
e ey
e AL sroprcse Gl ran3
gl toro o o
oy Ores e o Dscoary
15T g1 sl ey S
i (0200 o L imer opaspors
erir Vaoger 3 (A200A60)
When Ordering pless gve ane skernative sho which Amigs
CD32 ANY 3 FOR £20.0(
vt Frore e ki
. o S P i oo e
If we tell you that an item you order is in stock, SSdswmk eyl OwwOeh | Soowkd
and you don't get it within 10 days, it's FREE. St k] o] ni il
Bieore Ut oy G
iy [ty i Socn oo ot 2
Beneah Smt Sy~ AriguCD. 7145 Seuble Gt 7
3 Amgicn o fio
i AT (oom)-—— 18 o e o - ATHOAHICDT£1600
gt e e 3% St fi79
e Fatheer Ui he i £133 e Sotar Hragr ATIOAGGS . £3000
o =i Ll Word Cm Ry fio%

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLE OF OUR SOFTWARE
Games subject to availabilty.
A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER.
Open § days 2 week .00 -5.30
Price inc. P+P (U,
Europe + £200 por game Resc o« the World £3.00.

Cheaues or P wau\ Srders ‘el o Weard Ganes.
WIZARD GAMES, | SCARBOROUGH, N. YORKS Y012 7EY
Tel l ﬁxx °I1l! 376586/503299
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ost people would agree that, qualiy-

control circuitry. This, coupled with the faiy
mediocre speakers that are normally provided,
usually means that even once you've added a
separate speaker system there s st oo for
improvement.

In most cases, all thats needed to improve.
things are simply some bette signal EQ
equaisation) faiities. Boosting the bass and
treble end of a signa,for instance, can provide.
some extra ‘punch that brings music o ife. If
you can also control the signallevel being fed
Into the speaker system, It often possivle to
futther improve the sound qualty.

This s exactly where a unit caled the Lite:
‘Gem comes into its own. I a smal
sV 4GpRg S ohe o

cut and lefright pan controis. The two
input and two output connectors are
‘phono socket type L. the same as the
Amiga uses) 5o when using the unitfor
sound output contol it just a mater o
connecting the Amiga's sound terminals 0 the
stereo phono lead [not supplied)
and connecting the Lite Ge 0utputs o your
existing multimedia sound system.

The unit tsel is powered by a 9v PP3 batery

u do need [0 remember o switch the unit

offafter use, otherwise current will continue to

Litte Gem viaa

the Litte Gem will operate satsfacorly

Whats it got?

2 channel in, 2 channel out
® Hiand lo EQ to +/- 12 dB

in controls for stereo positioning of
channels

@ Battery or mains operation - takes no
power from the Amiga

® suitable for all Amiga models

The internal circuit board layout
looks o be reasonably good

| o)

anywhere between 9-18 volts DC, and accepts
any polary.

And thats basicaly i - you place the Litle
Gem nto your signal fne and bingo, you
nstantly get much improved signallevel and
tone control, The other advantage of course s
that you also get full control ove let/rightstereo
panning which i particularly usefu or removing
hard lef o rightinstrument panning i a song
1, say, all the a bass e of

natural overall sound outpu.

There are other uses for th Litl Gem as well
Most sound samplers, for example, have e or
o signal EQ facltes, so unless the sound source
el provides these, youTe stuck with samping
whatever signal arves at the sampler. Put the
Litte Ge between the source and the sampler,
ever, and you can then process the sound
before t enters the sampler ~and thi often
alows you to improve the qualty of the resulting
sample

Though faly expensive relatve o the prices
of many of the Amiga sound systems around),
the Litte Gem has made a good impression. The
constructon inside i of reasonable quaity and in

asong had been placed on the leftstereo
channel, you could Lse the pan control to bring
those instruments nearer 1o the centre of the

tereo stage, in al ielinood producing a more.

Vot vy
important the Lt Gem has very low

levels (i fact s 25 good as some mers gt
ten tmes the price)

I short, f you have any doubis about
whether you're getting the best possble output
from your exsting Amiga sound system or not
the chances are you aren' - and the Lite Gem
could provide the perfectsolution!

The bottom line

Product: Little Gem Micro Mixer
Price: £69-95 incl UK p&p
Overseas delivery - Europe add £4,
Rest of worid, add £6
Supplier: Gilltt Multimedia
Tel: 01353 669203

Easeofuse 10
lmpl.m.nt-nen Al )
Value for money 8
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e 3D programs ke ghtWave, Real
30 and Imagine can flaunt the laws of
Physics and produce scenes
mpossible in the real workd, when t omes
lighting a scene realstically there’s ot 0 be
Iearned from natura, as welas fim
and televsion lighting
10 the real word, at feast during daytime,
there s one predominant ight source = the Sun.
The way in which it hghis ourword s afeced

i, bjch g R ~betney
trees, buildings of mountains ~the anglean
object presents to the Sun, the surface:
characteistics of iluminated objects, and the.
manner in which ight enters bullings and
other environments

Unlike artifical ighs, ou relative praximiy o
the Sun and the strength of s light means there.
islite perceptible aloffofthe lghtintensy
with distance, though of course ke al reaight
sources, the Sun' ight actually decreases

o s, wie ey pod ARSI
an be regarded on Earth as  parallel ght
source because of the grea distances nvolved:
Paralel g sources emit rays which al ravel i
the same direction, henc the tem paralily
and because of the great distances involved and
ihe smalarea of Earth n elaon tothe s
lght output th rays which it the Eathare
efectvely paralel roys. Sunight s lsoscatiered

FLL LgHT

caninn
wev et

KEY LBt

can be abtained it

Greatiooking images
you lollow a few simple fighting rule
by the physical envionmen t pases through
Incucing the atmsphere. provicing an ambient
Hght which adds  degree of i It to o
scene. 3D rendeers alow the user 0 dfine
both hormal and ambient ight sources
50 y0u can see hat the s
situation can be i with just a ditant ight
s0urce o represent the Sun
Hght 10 add natural il o ennance this a it

R255G220
RIS0 G150 B185)
dows are also rendered.

orangeyelow suniight (e
and blueish ambient liht

especially when sha
Experiment with o
od to your renders.

combinations to add a

dfferent my

implest real world
and some ambient

Contact point

and the.

ty
drgaz8cix compuiink.co.uk.

gy setings.

Artificial light

When it comes to interior scenes a new lighting pattem
since the Sun i no longer kel to b the min gt sourc, i indeed it
15 present at al. I ths care we need 1o smulate the efect of the Sun
with a Key  lignt (so-caled because t s the main it source, bu it s
a0 usual practice 10 add one of more extra ighs to provide fil to
soften up the shadows caused by the key ight and fo enhance detaln
the otherwise dark areas caused by using a singl ight source.

The key ligh s the brightest lght source i the sep and s ustally
point or distan (paralll Ight source which is et o cast shadows.
Place i to ons side of the camera, about 30 degrees above and at &
easonable distance from the man centre of atiention. The absolute
distance of the key light from the subject depends on the stiength of
the Ight and the 30 package you are using.In Imagine, a distance of
atleast 1000 units for a R200, G200, 5200 ight s tecommended.

The Fill ight s around half the brightness of the key B, set on a
fevel with the main subject on the opposite side of the camera to the
ey light, but at an eqivalent distance ffom the subject It s sual for
i light 10 be set to cast NO shadows. Sometimes a second fl ght

placed benind and to the feft o the main subject o provide

more soft il Again, vary the colou
standard default settings for more

€ the key and il lights have been posiioned, the
foom/environment can be lit accordingly. Perhaps there are
other incidental lights, o maybe a small window. These shouldr
contribute much to the main lighting setup but they should add
Interest to the background and illuminate the rest of the scene
produce the desied effect. You can aiso add some ambient light, t
femember 1 keep it to a minimum to avoid flooding out your main
lights,

There wil be situations where the key light might be a large, wellic
window in a buiding, for example. In this case, position  fil light
where it most effectively softens the shadows and et still enhances the
detalof the scene. Try diferent positons for the il light until you find
‘one which produces the most pleasing resuls

Obviously, there are too many variations to go into here, so don't be
afraid to experiment. If you want more ideas, use the resources of your
local lbrary and read up on fim, theatrcal and pi

0 get more insight nto lighting your 30 worlds,

of the lights away from the

interesti

g results
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*c DFS, £20.
Photowons, €20, Cal 01573 224632
anytime.

Glasgow G20 65Y.

15t 663910
s s for dok ateogue 0 G, 241, Spop L
4 Alany, Stonehouse, Glos, GL10 265 @ Amiga 1200 contacts wanted. Contact
1, Durham DHI 1PR.
el ot AMGIDOY 1601283 @ hied 4500 Powes Pck. W oy 10
512926, ono. Tek:01235 521931
Tet: 01782 Thalon
720335 ahter 7pm. Tel 01 16 2386546
4 2H0A120 spaon K15 COOM @ Speedbai 2, Midvwinter, Tomato game,
. games, €130, Tel: 1563 oo Fight Sims, others, £4 each. Tet: 0114
o Amiga contacts wart

452804,
@ Empiant board deluse [PC & Mac], £200
ono, ek 0114 2684887,

L

Ashley Drive, Banstead, Surtey SM7 2AG.
# A1200 with hard drve and monitor,
Tek: 01322 663624
# Piccoo SD64 RIG board, 4Mb Zorro.
£260.Tel 01570 493440
e ome

0. AlsocD3:

604 oo s, s o 180
Tek: 01908 274681

Name

Order form

Address

Postcode

Telephone

8 icn corial: csfongia v
imsby, South Humbs, DN32 70U.

 Cortacs wapied: e Pt 2 Chobtchuch
Drive, Blackwater, Camberly, Surrey, GulT

Cheques should be made payable to * Amiga Computing”

€10 1

OFH. Pesse nckde my

@ CD32 games, send SAE toJ Castie,tremortan, ‘

Upper Tors, lifacombe, X34 BAZ Copy s over
‘Amiga Amigo BBS, Orilne 10.30pm-5am, 7

doys 01236 763611 Signed

15, Disk mag, contact- Mark, 7
Vs P Doy, 3107 T

Send to: AMC Classifeds, Media House, Adiington Park, Macdlesfield SK10 4NP.

Remember to include your ,
phone number/address in the

advert as wel s on the form!

FAST AMIGA
REPAIRS

FAULTY TROUBLESOME
COMPUTER??

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE

REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA

FOR ONLY
£24.99 . parrs
* NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE
WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL
A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000,

95% SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS
* DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION OF YOUR COMPUTER
"ANYWHERE IN THE UK
144 TANNER STREET, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG.

Call FAST on 0171 252

FREE DISKS

free disk for
e

wn GAMES

an
Gasta

Gl reda
Gy T

Gt Ut oy
Hio

g Excones

Frey
Pars S

e
2

1

T BT



POWER

ED—-RO

The Power CD-ROM for the Amiga

features a *Hot-plug’ which
allows you to connect and disconnect
the CD-ROM and any other additional
devices even when the Amiga is
switched on.

The CO-ROM drive comes with a SCSI

interface, PSU, manua

MPEG Film Decoder and Photo CD.
AMIGA 600/1200

12 SPEED CD-ROM incsouinset . .£199
X4 SPEED CO-ROM micsaumnct . £299
AIWA X2 SPEED incsauimset . .. £209
AMIGA 4000
- oo £159
QUAD SPEED CD £259
e s

5C5 INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR A4000

POWER

FIPER

- 0

TAWA CD-ROM
SQuIRREL

quad-speed

quad-speed

I R
double-speed >

i £54

80 watt

SCS1 CONNECTORS AUDI0 WioUT

“DUAL SPEED CO-ROM CASING DIFFERS FROM ONE SHOWN

@

The Viper 28 can have up to 128M8
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping,
optional SCSI-Il adaptor, on-board

ttery backed clock, 68882 co-
processor, instruction and data burst
modes.

VIPER 28 MKIl BARE £119.95
VIPER 28 MKIl 2MB £199.95
VIPER 28 MKl M8 £259.95
VIPER 28 MKIl 8M8 £399.95
VIPER 28 MKII 16M8 ... £569.95

The Viper 50 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, and the same features
as the Viper 2

VIPER 50 BARE . £199.95
. VIPER 50 2M £279.95

*+ starting from VIPER 50 4MB £349.95
£119.95 VIPER 508MB £479.95

. VIPER 50 16MB £649.95

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD

01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW

44A/B STANLEY STREET mam

£199*

dual-speed
CD-ROM SOFTWARE
LIGHTWAVE 30 ENHANCER . .£55.95
€D800T 1.0 £:
WORLD INFO'95
DA CAPO VOL 1 MUSIC MODULE ns
FRESHFONTS i1

GAMERS DELIGHT £
GOLDFISH 2 £25
LIGHT ROM £39
MAGIC ILLUSIONS £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 1 £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 2 £10
THE LIGHT WORKS £34
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS £12
AMINET £12
AMINET SET 1 £25

-WRITE £39
FRESH FISH & £25
GATEWAY VOL 1 £9.95

FPU's complete with crystal. Please
state for Blizzard compatibilty,

20MHZ FPU PLCC £20.95
33MHZ FPU PLCC £39.95
40MHZ FPU PLCC £60.95
SOMHZ FPU PGA £89.95

SCSI-I| INTERFACE (st ) us 95
AMB SIMM £139
MB SIMM _£219

A1200 8M8 RAM card which uses 1 x

erm———

PC1208 BARE £59.95
PC1208 1MB £89.95
PC1208 2MB £129.95
PC1208 4ME £189.95
PC1208 M8 £329.95
WARP ENGINES £POA




Imagine a world where light
doesn't move in waves...

Cinemad4D"

HiSoft Systems is proud to present CinemadD - a new world of
Amiga ray-tracing. CinemadD is packed with power-user features
that will satisfy even the most demanding users. Morcover, at £199
inc., Cinema4D does not carry a power-user price tag.

Cinema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor replete
with every conceivable option including window-based realtime

interactive modelling, modelling directly in 3D, basic and complex
primitives with uncountable variations, easy object manipulation,
moveable tool, object and texture lists, definable object hierarchies,
optimised versions for 68020 (A1200 etc.) & FPUs and much more!

The Cinema4D animator brings you even closer to the world of
"virtual reality’, breathing life into objects and scenes. It doesn't
matter whether you want to have your spaceship dock with a new
spacestation, or take a tour around the darkest dungeon - with
CinemadD it's so simple. With just a few mouse clicks you will
have your objects move realistically through time and space.

Cinema4D runs on all Amigas with a minimum of 3MB RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher. Cinema4D supports all Amiga and graphic
card modes (HAM, HAMS, 24-bit,etc.) and recognised file formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DXE Reflections, etc.).

Free Cinema4D Demo Disk

Plesse send me some more information on Cinemad),

The world-beating CinemadD is

T Hiswft

If you experience any difficulties

and my frce demo copy of the program. The demo s
comparible with any Amiga running Workbench 2.04
(or higher) and with 2Mb,or mre,offree memory

SYSTEMS

The Old School, Greenfield
your credit o debit card or you can Bedford MK455DE UK
send us a cheque or postal orders. Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Please add £3 PP for despatch to Fax: +44 (0) 1525713716
addresses within the UK, £6 for hisoft@cix.compulink.co.uk
next day delivery (if goods n stock).

HiSoft 1995, E&OF

Name

Address

Post Code:

oo




